America’s Most Trusted Gutter Protectlon'

"6" Leafguard

Clog-free, maintenance
free gutters!

Call now for your
FREE estimate

731.298.0654
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Summer Savings:

Exclusive Deals on Leafguard Gutters

75% OFF

THE COST OF MATERIALS.

$250

° INSTANT SAVINGS

on your LeafGuard purchase.**
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Waverly flood trial begms in Nashville

Victims say CSX railroad
played role in disaster

Evan Mealins
Nashville Tennessean
USA TODAY NETWORK — TENNESSEE

The lawsuit by families of victims of
the 2021 Waverly flood against railroad
company CSX finally reached trial on
Aug. 4, nearly five years since the histor-
ic flooding destroyed parts of the small
town and claimed 19 lives.

The trial is being held in the Fred D.

Thompson U.S. Courthouse in Nash-
ville.

The families suing say CSX contribut-
ed to the disaster. They say that on Aug.
21, 2021, the company’s raised railroad
embankments near Trace Creek acted
like an artificial dam, pooling water until
the flow eventually topped the tracks
and eroded the earth and gravel below it.
The embankment supporting 300 feet of
track near the Trace Creek bridge
washed out that day and, according to
the plaintiffs, unleashed a surge of 229

See TRIAL, Page 2A

A railroad in
Waverly is
suspended after
raised
embankments
were severely
eroded, or
washed out,
during the
catastrophic flood
on Aug. 21, 2021.
JAMES ALLEN / FOR
THE TENNESSEAN

Jackson Museum School PE teacher Kellie Hail walks a student to the doorway as students arrive on campus at the
school's temporary location on 726 Middleton St. in Jackson on Aug. 5. PHOTOS BY JAMAR COACH / THE JACKSON SUN

Jackson-Madison County
school year gets underway

Sarah Best
Jackson Sun
USA TODAY NETWORK - TENNESSEE

More than 13,200 students enrolled
in the Jackson Madison County School
System have returned to campuses
across the county for the 2026-27
school year.

More than two dozen schools within
the district opened their doors for stu-
dents, administrators, and staff on Aug.
3.

This year was also the inaugural year
of the district’s first charter school,
Jackson Museum School. It began the
2026-27 school year as a K-2 institution
before adding a grade level each subse-
quent year. It is operating out of a tem-
porary location on Middleton Street
while its forever home is currently un-
der renovation at the old YMCA building
on Campbell Street.

Fall break for JMCSS students is Oc-
tober 5-9, followed closely by Thanks-
giving break on November 23-27. The
full district calendar for the new school
year can be found on jmcss.org.

JMCSS posted a letter Aug. 1 from

Jackson Museum School photographed at their temporary campus on 726

Middleton St. in Jackson on Aug. 5.

School Board Chairman Harvey Walden
on social media, addressed to teachers,
administrators and staff.

The contents reflected district mile-
stones from the last year, including
teacher salary raises, efforts to combat

chronic student absenteeism, and the
JMCSS board being named School
Board of the Year by the Tennessee
School Boards Association.

See SCHOOL, Page 2A
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Senate
panel votes
to hold
Fauci in
contempt

Paul argues pardon
nullifies Fifth
Amendment claim

Zachary Schermele
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON - A Republican-led
Senate committee voted Aug. 6 to hold
Dr. Anthony Fauci, the federal official
who led the government’s COVID-19
response in 2020, in contempt of Con-
gress for refusing to answer questions
during a July 29 hearing.

The panel advanced the resolution
to the full chamber on an 8-5 vote, with
two senators also voting no by proxy,
to rebuke the infectious disease expert
for asserting his Fifth Amendment
rights against self-incrimination dur-
ing congressional testimony.

Over several contentious hours dur-
ing the July 29 hearing before the Sen-
ate Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs Committee, Fauci was
repeatedly pressured by Republican
lawmakers to discuss a number of
both professionally and personally
sensitive issues, ranging from his ac-
tions as the country’s top pandemic
expert to his own revealing diary en-
tries.

Fauci’s stonewalling, pleading the
Fifth more than 100 times, enraged Re-
publicans, most notably committee
chair Sen. Rand Paul, R-Kentucky, who
accused him of defying Congress.

See FAUCI, Page 3A

Dr. Anthony Fauci is also being
investigated for his conduct during
the pandemic by Louisiana, Florida
and Alabama. NATHAN HOWARD/REUTERS
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