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Tennessee elementary schools could limit class-
room digital devices under new legislation aimed at
minimizing screen time for young students, even on
educational electronic devices.

TheGeneralAssembly thisweekfinalized legislation
that will require schools serving kindergarten through
fifth grade to develop a policy to limit the use of elec-
tronic devices and block any students from accessing
social media during school hours.

Senate Bill 2310 was significantly dialed back from
its original form, which sought to totally ban digital
educational devices like Chromebooks for young stu-
dents except in special circumstances, such as in indi-
vidualized education programs for students with dis-
abilities.

Some lawmakers and educators raised concerns
about instructional tools already deeply integrated into
the classroom, such as digitalwhiteboards. The legisla-
tion that passed would allow schools to set their own
policies while prioritizing “in-person, teacher-led” in-
struction.

The Tennessee legislation, which still has to be

signed into law by Gov. Bill Lee, gives local districts
broad discretion to continue using devices as long as
they believe the device serves an “instructional pur-
poses for which such use provides a clear educational
benefit.”

Screens in the classroom

Students arrive at J.R. Baker Elementary School for the first day of class Aug. 7, 2025, in Columbia.
JAY POWELL/THE DAILY HERALD

Will TN elementary schools have
to limit classroom digital devices?

Melissa Brown
Chalkbeat Tennessee
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Memphis-Shelby County Schools teachers get ready
for the new school year. Ashlee Marshall, fifth grade
math teacher, has her classroom ready for her
students starting on next week at Snowden on
Aug. 4, 2023 at Snowden Elementary School in
Memphis. STU BOYD II/THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL

The Tennessee Occupational Safe-
ty and Health Administration
(TOSHA) has issued more than $3.1
million in penalties to a Tennessee ex-
plosives plant where 16 workers were
killed in a massive explosion.

The Oct. 10 blast at Accurate Ener-
getic Systems leveled a production
building on the company’s 1,300 acre
campus near the town of McEwen
west of Nashville. It clocked a 1.6mag-
nitude on the Richter scale and ranks
among the deadliest industrial disas-
ters in U.S. history.

The six-month investigation into
the explosion is the largest conducted
byTOSHAand resulted in the agency's
highest ever total penalty, TOSHA said
in an April 7 statement.

AES CEO Wendell Stinson in a
statement said the company is care-
fully reviewing the findings.

"We believe that TOSHA’s findings
donot represent the standardof safety
we strive to achieve every day, nor our
commitment to the wellbeing of our
team members and their loved ones,"
the company said, adding that it con-
tinues to investigate what caused the
explosion.

The penalties included $3million in
59 “willful violations,” which indicate
an employer’s “intentional disregard”
for employee safety laws. The penal-
ties also included more than $93,000
in 32 serious violations and $39,200 in
repeat-serious violations.

Record $3.1M
fine issued
after fatal
TN plant
explosion
Kelly Puente and Evan Mealins
Nashville Tennessean
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The entrance to Accurate Energetic
Systems is shown April 8 in McEwen.
EVAN MEALINS/THE TENNESSEAN
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Tationa Williams, charged with first
degree murder in connection with the
death of her boyfriend, Hayden Blair,
has the next hearing date set.

Williams, 26, appeared in custody in

Jackson City Court before Judge Blake
Anderson, where her next hearing was
scheduled for June 22.

She is charged with first degree mur-
der, abuse of a corpse, theft of property
and tampering with evidence.

Blair, 23, was reportedmissing by his
mother, Crystal Hall, on Feb. 15 after she
last heard from him 24 hours prior.

Investigators were led to the 1100
block of Howard Road in Chester Coun-
ty on Feb. 17. Here, they found a body
buried in a shallow grave, which was
tentatively identified as Blair, according
to the Jackson Police Department.

Court documents indicate that Wil-
liams developed as a suspect and was
interviewed by investigators.

During the interview, reports say she
told investigators she took her stepfa-
ther’s black Taurus Max9 handgun
without his permission, then traveled to
Blair’s home in South Jackson.

Upon arrival, she entered the home
with the weapon in her waistband and
began collecting items for their chil-
dren, whom Williams said Blair needed
to take.

Next fatal shooting hearing date set
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Williams faces
charges in relation
to boyfriend’s death

Tationa Williams appears inside the
Jackson City Court in Jackson on
April 8. JAMAR COACH/THE JACKSON SUN
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20% off
Total Purchase*

+
$0 Money Down

+
18 months no interest**

+
Receive a

$100 Visa card
with your FREE in-home estimate***

Clog-free,
maintenance
free gutters!

* This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Leafguard or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a
Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Previous/future purchases are not eligible for a discount or sale price adjustment. Sales tax does not qualify for discount. This
offer cannot be combined with any other sale, promotion, discount, code, coupon and/or offer. This promotion has no cash value. Leafguard reserves the right to end any promotion at any time without notice. Offer ends 4/30/26. **
Plan 2531. Subject to credit approval. Interest rates range from 17.99% – 24.99%. Loan amount and rate will vary based on your income and creditworthiness. 18-month promotional period (“Promo Period”) during which interest is
billed but will be waived if the amount financed is paid in full before Promo Period expires. Monthly payments are not required during the Promo Period. Any unpaid balance and amounts owed after Promo Period will be paid over 84
monthly payments. Offer expires 4/30/26. ***All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $50 Visa card. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by Leafguard Holdings Inc. Limit one
per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete
presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate
family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Card may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may
substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion
or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Except in the states of MD, NY and DC, where the gift card offer is limited to $25. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA
and MI. Expires 4/30/26. License #s: L201900981, 32777, BL020003-04-2020, 238170, Bz-7199, SBL20-000141, 25 00046051, 25 00046051, 29210, 4322, 25461, 168338, 9137087990, 2402511, 9633, 498485, 15500, 9635003681,
5501, 25951, 16203, 36936, 230003735, 16178,363035, 66513, 2023-836,202204245, NBA23-000324, 202314682, 26038, 6186, 227, 263556, 2023-1542, 101588, 32777, BL020003-04-2020, 238170, Bz-7199, SBL20-000141, 25
00046051, 25 00046051, 29210, 4322, 230005052, 6258, & 23SFL-GC-0404, 4523, 32777, BL020003-04-2020, 238170, Bz-7199, SBL20-000141, 25 00046051, 25 00046051, 29210, 4322, WV055024, 005071, & 3466, 6258, & 23SFL-
GC-0404, 0663233, 191456, GC-48219, GEN22-36941, 5257, 19486, 1606, 1163, 00008036, 1000724543, 196498, 2705176457, RCE-47143, 101588, 3753, 2959, 19612, 00008036, 1000724543, 196498, 397440224, PBR-00011734,
PBR-00011733, NBF-00000807, 6258, 23SFL-GC-0404, DC-052200604, 2622450, HICN 0204113, PBR-00011734, PBR-00011733, NBF-00000807, 25461, 168338, 9137087990, 2402511, 9633, 498485, 15500, 9635003681, 5501,
25951, 16203, 36936, 230003735, 16178,363035, 66513, 2023-836,202204245, NBA23-000324, 202314682, 26038, 6186, 227, 263556, 2023-1542, PBR-00011734, PBR-00011733, NBF-00000807, 00008036, 1000724543, 196498,
3753, 2959, 19612, DC-052200604, 2622450, HICN â€“ 0204113, 223377, BUS-1241-2021, LBPR223377, CCB 234836, LEAFGHI821RC, 500180361, 604339569, R7484, 101588, 2705176457, RCE-47143, L201900981, 25461, 168338,
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1241-2021, LBPR223377, CCB 234836, LEAFGHI821RC, 500180361, 604339569, 7484, RCE47143, 275054, IR796203, 19486, 1606, 1163, 126357, 13VH09010100, LC8336, 2015605717, 11650889-5501.
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