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Dom Holmes, 28, has learned something
important in 10 years of organizing progres-
sives in rural Pennsylvania: You can’t just
show upwhen you need people to turn out to
vote. You have to sit and listen to them.

In recent weeks, when he’s stopped to lis-
ten, he’s gotten an earful about the tax and
spending bill the Republican-led Congress
passed in July.

“Folks are especially worried about how
that’s going to impact themat the local level,”
he said. They’re particularly “outraged,” he
said, about cuts to food stamps andMedicaid
and the likely damage to rural hospitals.
“Folks should be aware of what the impact –
immediate andnot–will beon themand they
should know who brought that impact to
their community; who brought it home to
them.”

Hismessage is being echoedby rural orga-
nizers across the country who told USA TO-
DAY that now is the time to talk with rural
voters about the cuts in the GOP’s landmark
law – and who voted for them.

Rural Democrats see implementation of
the GOP tax and spending law, combined

with other changes from the Trump admini-
stration that they say will directly harm rural
communities, as amomentDemocrats canuse
to rebuild their brand in what has beenMAGA
country for a decade.

And while national Democrats have their
own plans for wading into these communities,
the locals say theyknow theseplaces and their
neighbors best. They aren’t sitting around,

AT TOP: Lily Franklin visits voters in Montgomery County, Virginia. The Democrat narrowly
lost the race for a House delegate seat in the rural district in 2023 and is running in 2025.
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Locals report rising dismay over GOP cuts
Sarah D. Wire
USA TODAY

Democrats see chance to
rebuild in rural America

A farmer uses a barn to show support
for President Donald Trump on
Aug. 10, 2024, near Charles City, Iowa.
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Public and charter school students
as young as 5 years oldwill have state-
mandated annual gun safety training
for the first time, as Tennessee is the
first state to have a law requiring such
training.

Students in kindergarten through
12th grade will be required to learn to
identify the trigger, barrel and muzzle
of a gun through videos and online
content, as required by a lawpassed in
2024.

Children of all ageswill learn defini-
tions for the terms “firearm,” “safety”
and “responsible,” and to “demon-
strate amature attitude regarding fire-
arms,” according to guidance sent to

Gun safety
training
coming for
TN students
State mandates cover
kids as young as 5
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Nashville Tennessean
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A right-leaning digital consulting
firmclaims thatGoogle’sGmail service
is flagging Republican fundraiser
emails as suspicious while leaving
Democratic fundraising emails un-
touched.

TargetedVictory, apoliticalmarket-
ing consulting firm with a largely Re-
publican base, claimed on social
media in August that Google was flag-
ging emails from their clients that con-
tained links to WinRed, a Republican
fundraising platform, as “dangerous”
while leaving alone emails with links
to ActBlue, a Democratic fundraising
platform.

Firm: GOP
emails
flagged as
suspicious
Google blames vendor
for warning on messages
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