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Low 7.50% APR

12 months to repay

Personal loan up to $7,500
Maximum loan amount $7,500. Subject to credit approval and minimum credit score of 600 required. Payment Example: At 7.50% APR, 12 monthly payments of $86.76 per
$1,000 borrowed. Apply online starting at 12:00 am on 11/14/25 through 11:59 pm 11/28/25. Apply in person at any branch between 8:00 am and 4:30 pm on 11/14/25 through

11/28/25, by calling 800-521-9653 between the hours of 7:00 am and 6:00 pm (CST) on 11/14/25 through 11/28/25. Loans must close on or before noon on 12/05/25 to qualify
for this special rate. Limit one loan per borrower. Other restrictions may apply.

Serving up extra special goodness with our biggest paper of the year!
Plus a 12-page bonus section filled with bountiful fun for the whole family
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PUZZLES, GAMES
Our giant crossword is
back! Fun for everyone.

TURKEY DAY TUNES
Add something new to your
Thanksgiving playlist.

LUSCIOUS LEFTOVERS
Some fresh ideas to make
the most of the big feast.

DUE TO THE HOLIDAY THURSDAY’S PUBLICATION WILL BE eNEWSPAPER ONLY — HEAD TO OUR eNEWSPAPER FOR PUZZLES, GAMES, SPORTS AND NATIONAL NEWS

‘Call from God’

Jenny Joyner hugs Stacy Hobson as they meet for the first time at Methodist University Hospital in Memphis on Nov. 7.
Joyner donated her kidney to Hobson, who was suffering from stage-five kidney disease. CHRIS DAY/THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL

How kidney donation changed two
Memphis-area women’s lives

Brooke Muckerman Memphis Commercial Appeal | USA TODAY NETWORK — TENNESSEE

Stacy Hobson had been living with kidney dis-
ease unknowingly for years. She knew she had
high blood pressure, but she did not know the se-
verity of it.

“I had an incident about eight years ago that
caused me to go to the hospital. (The doctors) saw I
was stage one or two (kidney disease),” Hobson re-
called in early November. “I didn’t have any signs or
symptoms or anything.”

Hobson was given two options by her doctors.
She could take a medication on her own for 30 days
or stay in the hospital for three days for medical
staff to administer the medication. Hobson chose
to stay three days.

“Well, three days turned into about 30 days,
Hobson said. “The medicine that I was given, I had
an internal allergic reaction to it.”

She was supposed to bounce back, and just
check in with her doctors every year or so to make
sure everything internally was in order. Then, dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic, she went in for a doc-
tor’s appointment, and she was told she had stage

>

four kidney disease.

“Ifelt traumatized because now you are telling me
I am a step from dialysis?” Hobson said.

From lack of sleep to foamy urine, Hobson said all
the symptoms she experienced, she was able to ex-
plain away.

“Because [ am a real estate broker, I'm able to take
naps, because I am able to set my schedule,” Hobson
said.

After that appointment, Hobson was living in
practice with stage five kidney disease. Treatment
options are limited for stage five kidney disease:
only dialysis or a kidney transplant. Hobson didn’t
want to go on dialysis because it would limit her
ability to travel.

So, Hobson went the kidney donation route. She
did not tell her family initially, and it was extremely
isolating. After telling her mother and a few other
close family members, her cousin offered to see if
she was a candidate, but it was not a match.

See KIDNEY, Page 10A

Memphis Allies
sees progress

in reforming
violent offenders

Lucas Finton
Memphis Commercial Appeal
USA TODAY NETWORK — TENNESSEE

Louis walked into Memphis Allies
for the first time in early 2025. He
wasn’t there by choice, but rather a
court order.

Just after he turned 18, Louis was
arrested and charged with attempted
first-degree murder, aggravated rob-
bery and possession of a firearm.

“I had no idea who they were or
what they did,” Louis told a reporter
with The Commercial Appeal about
that first day.

His story is similar to many Mem-
phians whose lives intersect with the
criminal justice system. He was raised
by his mother in a single-parent
household. He had multiple siblings,
but most had different fathers.

“Ijust got into the streets very early.
I’'m also the middle child, too, so no at-
tention,” he said. “I was just seeking at-
tention, seeking love, so I just veered
off to the streets.”

Memphis Allies is a nonprofit spe-
cializing in gun violence intervention.
It is funded primarily through public
grants and private donations. Its flag-
ship program brings people involved in
violent crime off the streets, layering
therapy and life coaching to restruc-
ture someone’s path in life.

Through processing trauma estab-
lished from an early age, the organiza-
tion hopes to provide coping mecha-
nisms, career training and further
education. When it works — and their
internal data indicates it does, with
91% of nearly 800 participants over the
last three years not receiving a new

See PROGRAM, Page 8A

Memphis Allies Managing Director of
Operations Carl Davis and Executive
Director Susan Deason pose for a
portrait in the recreation area of the
facility in Memphis on Sept. 3.
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