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ProtectYourHome for Life.
• No Pest Parties
• NoWaterDamage
• No LadderAccidents

• NoClogging
• NoCleaning

*Does not include cost of material This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. The following persons are not eligible for this
offer: employees of Leafguard or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company
in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Previous/future purchases are not

eligible for a discount or sale price adjustment. Sale tax does not qualify for discount. This offer cannot be combined with any other sale,
promotion, discount, code, coupon and/or offer. This promotion has no cash value. Leafguard reserves the right to end any promotion at
any time without notice. Offer ends . **All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation

will receive a $50 Visa card. Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored by Leafguard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures,
sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life
partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID and be legally

able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities,
their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and
former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted expect that Companymay substitute a gift or equal or
greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt
of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to

change without notice prior to reservation. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA andMI. Expires .
*** For all financing information visit https://www.leafguard.com/financing.
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Evolve Bank & Trust’s CEO was ar-
rested by agents with the FBI Thursday,
Oct. 23, and charged with distributing
child pornography, according to inmate
records.

According to jail records, Bob Har-
theimer was charged with one count of
distributing obscenematerial and sexu-
al exploitation of a minor with a photo-
graph. A search through federal dockets
did not show any active criminal pro-
ceedings.

It is not uncommon for federal cases
to be sealeduntil after anarrest ismade.

Blake Ballin, the attorney represent-
ing Hartheimer, declined to comment
on the case since it is currently under
seal when asked what the charges

against the CEO were.
ElizabethClement-Webb, a public af-

fairs offi�cer with the FBI Tennessee,
confi�rmed FBI agents “executed a feder-
al court authorized search warrant and
arrest warrant” at the bank’s headquar-
ters, located at 6000 Poplar Ave. Clem-
ent-Webb could not, however, confi�rm
any additional details about the war-
rant, and deferred to the U.S. Attorney’s
Offi�ce for the Western District of Ten-
nessee for further comment.

The U.S. Attorney’s Offi�ce did not re-

spond to a request for comment at the
time of publication.

Evolve, in a Friday afternoon state-
ment, said its board of directors had
fi�red Hartheimer “eff�ective immediate-
ly.”

“We are aware of the situation,” the
statement read. “The board of directors
is treating this matter with the utmost
seriousness and Mr. Hartheimer has
been terminated eff�ective immediately.

Evolve Bank CEO faces child porn charges
Bob Hartheimer fi�red
after arrest by FBI
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See HARTHEIMER, Page 3A

President Donald Trump’s sugges-
tion to import beef from Argentina to
ease prices has drawn sharp criticism
from Tennessee cattle producers and
national ranching groups.

The president fl�oated the idea to re-
porters aboard Air Force One during an
Oct. 19 fl�ight to Washington.

“We would buy some beef from Ar-
gentina,”he said. “Ifwedo that, thatwill
bring our beef prices down.”

He had promised days earlier to ad-
dress the issue as part of his eff�orts to
curb infl�ation.

According to the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, the average retail beef price
in July was $9.69 per pound — about $1
higher than last year and $3.60 more
than in 2019.

A number of factors have kept prices
stubbornly high, including widespread
drought and the reemergence of a fl�esh-
eating screwworm in Mexican cattle. In
response to the pest’s reestablishment,
the USDA has suspended some imports
of Mexican livestock to prevent the
screwworm from spreading to U.S.
herds.

Meanwhile, an administration offi�-
cial confi�rmed the United States is pre-
paring to quadruple its beef purchases

from the South American country.
“Prices are way down in our coun-

try. The only cost that’s really up is
beef,” Trump said in the Oval Offi�ce
Oct. 22. “We’re going to do something
very quickly and easily on beef to get it
down. The ranchers understand that.”

But cattle ranchers in Tennessee
are pushing back.

In anOct. 21statement, the Tennes-
see Cattlemen’s Association, a Mur-
freesboro-based industry group repre-
senting thousands of Tennessee
ranchers, said Trump’s comments had
already unsettled the market.

Todd Jennings, owner of Rock Creek Farm, checks on his cows June 9 in Lynchburg.MARK ZALESKI/THE TENNESSEAN

Ranchers push back
on call to import beef
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“The Tennessee Cattlemen’s Association is extremely concerned by the idea of bringing

in more Argentinian beef to influence beef prices. Tennessee farmers need certainty, and

President Trump’s comments have unfortunately created chaos in the cattle market.

Tennessee cattle producers are proud of the beef we provide to our state and the nation,

and we hope the President stands with us over Argentinian beef.”
Gary Dering, TCA president

See BEEF, Page 5A

A former youth pastor and convict-
ed sex off�ender is facing federal
charges, according to DeSoto County
Sheriff� Thomas Tuggle.

In a press conference on Oct. 23,
Tuggle said Lindsey Whiteside had
been indicted by a federal grand jury
and arrested by the DeSoto County
Sheriff�’s Offi�ce in partnershipwith the
U.S. Marshals. She is being charged
with transporting aminor across state
lines with the purpose of engaging in
sexual activity, the sheriff� said.

Whiteside has pleaded not guilty.
She remains in federal custody, with a
detention hearing scheduled for Oct.
28 in the U.S. District Court for North-
ern Mississippi in Oxford.

Tuggle said his offi�ce, alongside the
U.S. Attorney’s Offi�ce, began building
the case last year.

“Crimes against children will not be
tolerated in DeSoto County,” Tuggle
said. “We are committed to pursuing
justice and protecting the most vul-
nerablemembers of our community—
our children.”

On the local level, Whiteside previ-
ously pleaded guilty to sexual battery
of a minor and was sentenced to three
years of house arrest and seven years
of probation. Prosecutors were seek-
ing a 30-year sentence.

DeSoto County District Attorney
Matthew Barton has fi�led a motion to
resentence her and called her current
sentence illegal, citing Mississippi
code 47-5-1003(1). The code prohibits
off�enders convicted of sex crimes from
being placed within an intensive su-
pervision program.

DeSoto County Schools board
member Michele Henley has faced
calls to resign over a character letter
written to the judge and testimony
during Whiteside’s sentencing.

More than 100 people attended an
Oct. 16 DeSoto County Schools board
meeting to demand Henley’s resigna-
tion or removal. When various com-
munity members, including the vic-
tim’s grandmother began to address
theboard freely, they immediately vot-
ed to move to a closed executive

DESOTO COUNTY
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