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There’s Luke Icewalker and Darth
Blader. Betty Whiteout and the Bliz-
zard of Oz. And don’t forget Plowy and
Salty.
Those are only a few of the previous

winners of the South Dakota Depart-
ment of Transportation’s annual – and
pun-fi�lled – snowplow naming con-
test, now in its sixth year. Thiswinter’s
contest opened Nov. 3 and entries can
be submitted online until Dec. 12, with
hundreds of submissions expected
from across the state.
Once the entries are received, the

department’s staff� will vote for their
favorites. In January, one offi�cially
named snowplow will be announced
for each of the department’s 12 geo-
graphic areas in South Dakota. So far,
60 plows have been offi�cially named
through the contest, andall of themre-
main in service.
“Whilewecannotpredict thewinter

weather, all of us can control how we
prepare and respond,” South Dakota
Transportation Secretary Joel Jundt
said in a news release. “The snowplow
naming contest helps us build aware-
ness about SDDOT’s winter mainte-
nance operations and the many re-
sources available to the traveling pub-
lic.”
In last winter’s contest, South Da-

kota’s transportation offi�cials part-
neredwith their counterparts in North
Dakota for a bracket-style challenge
featuring the top snowplow names
from each state. South Dakota’s Thaw
Patrol – namedby afi�rst-grade class in
Winner – defeated North Dakota’s
Plower Ranger to be crowned champi-
on.

More past winners of
South Dakota’s
snowplow naming contest

Here are all of the winners from the
state’s 2024-2025 snowplow naming
contest.

h Thaw Enforcement (Aberdeen)
h Salty (Belle Fourche)
h Plowy (Custer)

See CONTEST, Page 5A

Snowplow
naming
contest
returning
Chris Mueller
Sioux Falls Argus Leader
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If South Dakota is awarded the $1 billion it’s
seeking fromanew federal rural health fund, half of
that money will be used to modernize telehealth
and data-sharing eff�orts.
All 50 states applied to the $50 billion Rural

Health Transformation Program. Congress includ-
ed it in the One Big Beautiful Bill Act, in response to
concerns that the bill’sMedicaid cutswill hurt rural
health providers. Medicaid is a federal-state pro-
gramthatprovideshealth insurance forpeoplewith
disabilities or low incomes.
According to KFF, federal Medicaid spending in

rural areas in South Dakota over the next decade
will decreasebyaprojected$487million, due large-
ly to newwork requirements in the federal law that
will cause some people to lose coverage.
Half of the Rural Health Transformation Pro-

gram — $25 billion — will be distributed equally to
states with approved applications, regardless of
each state’s proportion of rural hospitals or popula-
tion. That means South Dakota will receive at least
$500 million, if approved.
The remaininghalfwill be allocatedbasedon the

number of rural residents and rural health facilities
in a state, as well as the state’s spending plans and
policies, among other factors. Applications will be

approved by the end of the year.
A key component of South Dakota’s application

is a $500 million health infrastructure moderniza-
tion proposal, which would include creation of a
“South Dakota Health Data Atlas.” It would allow
health care systems throughout the state to access
health data in one “single, accessible platform.”The
atlas would address telecommunications needs,
equipment, emergency preparedness and cyberse-
curity concerns.
“TheRural DataAtlaswill enable outcome track-

ing at the community level, allowing providers and
health departments to identify gaps, target inter-
ventions and measure impact,” the proposal said.

See FUND, Page 5A

The main campus of Monument Health in Rapid City, South Dakota, on a December day in 2022. Monument Health is one
of three major health systems in South Dakota, where state officials have applied for $1 billion from a new federal rural
health fund. SETH TUPPER/SOUTH DAKOTA SEARCHLIGHT

South Dakota applies for $1B
Makenzie Huber
South Dakota Searchlight
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“The Rural Data Atlas will enable

outcome tracking at the community

level, allowing providers and health

departments to identify gaps, target

interventions and measure impact.”
Via proposal

WASHINGTON – “Dirty.” “(Expletive)
crazy.” “Borderline insane.” A Mafi�a don
but with the “great dangerous power” of
being America’s president and com-
mander-in-chief.
That’s howthe late Jeff�reyEpsteinde-

scribed his former longtime friend and
confi�dant Donald Trump, according to a

trove of the convicted sex off�ender’s
texts and emails released Nov. 12 by the
House Oversight Committee.
But perhaps themost intriguing thing

Epstein said about Trump in the 20,000-
plus pages of emails provided by his es-
tate was this:
“I am the one able to take him down.”
The White House and Trump himself

tried to spin the document release −� and
a later one by Republicans −� as being a
giant nothingburger.
On Nov. 14, Trump said on social

media he was asking the Department of
Justice to investigate Democrats he says

“spent large portions of their life” with
the disgraced fi�nancier: “Bill Clinton,
Larry Summers, Reid Hoff�man, J.P. Mor-
gan, Chase, and many other people and
institutions.”
At the same time, Trump railed

against Republicans working with Dem-
ocrats to force the full releaseofEpstein’s
federal case fi�les, and urged them to stop
digging intohis relationshipwith thedis-
graced fi�nancier.
“Some Weak Republicans have fallen

into their clutches because they are soft
and foolish.EpsteinwasaDemocrat, and
he is theDemocrat’sproblem,not theRe-

publican’s problem!” Trump wrote. “Ask
Bill Clinton, Reid Hoff�man, and Larry
Summers about Epstein, they know all
about him, don’t waste your time with
Trump. I have a Country to run!”
A USA TODAY review of the newly re-

leased documents shows that Epstein,
who’d had a falling outwith Trumpmore
than a decade earlier and was not be-
lieved to be close to Trump during his
presidency, expressed signifi�cant con-
cerns about Trump’s behavior and char-
acter.

‘Not one decent cell in his body’

See EMAILS, Page 4A

Epstein trashed former
friend Trump in emails
Josh Meyer
USA TODAY


