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The announcement fromPresidentDonaldTrump
on Aug. 25 that he was fi�ring Federal Reserve Gover-
nor Lisa Cook amounts to an extraordinaryweaponi-
zationof thehousingfi�nance systemthat dependson
private, deeply personal data frommillions of Amer-
icans, experts said the following day.
In a post on Truth Social, Trump claimed “suffi�-

cient cause” to removeCook immediately, pointing to
accusations that she had made false statements on
mortgage applications, and bringing the president
one step closer to shaping the balance of the Fed’s
seven-member board in his favor, as he’s attempted
to do for months.
That step “is nothing more than one person’s in-

ference from documents,” said Karen Petrou, co-
founder of Federal Financial Analytics Inc. and long-
time Fed-watcher. “It’s not what the law calls suffi�-
cient cause suitable for fi�ring a Federal Reserve gov-
ernor. It’s just an assault on the independence of the
Fed.”
And the president’s mortgage fraud accusations

against Cook mark the third time this year he has
blamed a political rival, or offi�cial he has publicly
sparred with, of the crime.
The president’s fi�ring of Cook was based on alle-

gations by Bill Pulte, the Trump-appointed director
of the Federal Housing Finance Agency, the entity
that regulates mortgage guarantors Fannie Mae and
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G
ageMatzen rode his bike fromcoast to coast this past summer, but oddly one of his

biggest takeaways? The baguettes inMazama,Washington. h With a two-month-

long diet of instant oatmeal, honey bananawraps and protein bars, you got to take

the splurge where you can get it. h Matzen is a 27-year-old Sioux Falls cyclist who

always had the life goal of biking across the country. When he began volunteering for the

Veterans Community Project (VCP), a transitional home support service for homeless vets, he

wanted to make his dream worth every mile.

Eighty-twodays, 4,000miles and$14,288 later, the
all-volunteer-based local VCP chapter has more to
give, and Matzen’s legs are tired.
“I kind of miss it,” Matzen said.
He beganMay 4 on a rainy day inNorfolk, Virginia,

and fi�nished July 26 in Anacortes, Washington, cele-
bratingwith champagne and abubblemachine on the
shores of the Puget Sound.
“I had my routine down, tearing down camp every

morning, repacking the bike and planning the day
out,”he said. “You really get comfortablewith yourself
while being alone.”

How family followed along

There was wind in Kansas, hills in Kentucky, 100
miles of a 7,000-foot vertical gain through the Appa-
lachian Mountains, “a battle up” Togwotee Pass in

Sioux Falls man rides
bike across the U.S.

Sioux Falls cyclist Gage Matzen spent June and July of 2025 riding 4,000 miles across the U.S. to raise
$14,000 for the Veterans Community Project. PHOTOS PROVIDED BY GAGE MATZEN

Gage Matzen cycles 4,000 miles to support veterans
Angela George Sioux Falls Argus Leader | USA TODAY NETWORK

Sioux Falls cyclist Gage Matzen rides through the
North Cascades National Park while trekking 4,000
miles across the U.S. to raise $14,000 for the
Veterans Community Project.See BICYCLE, Page 2A

Joe Batcheller, the former president of Downtown
Sioux Falls, announced his candidacy for the mayor
of Sioux Falls at an Aug. 26 event, saying that “Sioux
Falls needs amayor who knows just how special this
city is.”
Speaking before a crowd assembled at the Chera-

paPlaceplaza, Batchellerwas introducedbybothSu-
san Simko and Allison Weiland, the latter of whom
praised Batcheller for his assistance in her role as the
executive director of the Sioux Falls State Theatre.
Then Batcheller spoke, pitching his experience as

an urban planner and DTSF president as clear evi-
dence that hewas the right choice to lead Sioux Falls.
“We can develop and grow a smarter city,” he

promised.
What that means to him, Batcheller said, includes

improved transit and more housing, with a focus on
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