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Redfield Area Development Corporation executive director Gianna Schieffer, right, takes photos of the
demolition taking place inside a former bank building being converted into a daycare facility in Redfield,
S.D., on Feb. 3. PHOTOS BY BART PFANKUCH / SOUTH DAKOTA NEWS WATCH

Redfield tackles

child care crisis

City turning old bank
into day care

Bart Pfankuch
South Dakota News Watch

REDFIELD - Gianna Schieffer doesn’'t need data or
stories from other parents to prove the point that this
central South Dakota city has a worrisome shortage of
day care options.

Schieffer, executive director of the Redfield Area
Development Corp., has for the past couple of years led
an effort to obtain grants and loans, solicit donations
and host fundraising events to get the money to con-
vert a former bank building into a large child care cen-
ter in downtown Redfield.

As a working mother of two, including an energetic
toddler, Schieffer can point to her own situation as evi-
dence of the shortage and the stress it can cause. On a
recent day in February, the in-home child care provider
Schieffer relies on came down with the flu, leaving her
and several other parents with nowhere to drop off
their children.

Schieffer’s husband runs a ranch supply store locat-
ed well out of town. But fortunately, Schieffer works
alone in a downtown office and was able to bring
2-year-old Maya with her to work.

“This is exactly the kind of situation we’re hoping to
avoid with the new day care, where we could offer a
drop-in service for parents on a daily or emergency ba-
sis,” Schieffer said. “If you want to work as a parent,
you have to take your kids somewhere.”
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The market won’t wait.

This former Wells Fargo bank building in Redfield,
S.D., shown on Feb. 3, 2026, is being converted into
a daycare facility with money from local fundraising
activities, grants and donations.

The lack of child care is a common problem in cit-
iesboth large and small across South Dakota and cre-
ates ripple effects beyond the immediate uncertainty
for working parents.

Combined with a shortage of affordable housing,
the dearth of day care is stunting potential economic
and population growth as schools, government agen-
cies and businesses are in some cases unable to hire
employees because workers cannot find care for their

See CHILD CARE, Page 2A

And neither should you.

Buying or selling? Don’t wait—

make your move now.
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North Dakota
approves
battery storage

Regulator warns of fire risks

Jeff Beach
NORTH DAKOTA MONITOR

North Dakota has approved its first two large bat-
tery storage sites, but one regulator said future pro-
jects should better address risks associated with fires
at the sites.

The three-person Public Service Commission on
Wednesday unanimously approved a battery storage
site in northwest North Dakota’s Burke County. In
January, it approved a similar project in Emmons
County in south-central North Dakota. Both projects
are connected to NextEra wind farms, providing a
more consistent flow of electricity.

Before Wednesday’s vote, commission Chair Ran-
dy Christmann said he wanted to “get a point out to
industry” that it should provide a list of all toxins that
could be released if a battery site were to catch fire —
one of the primary concerns about the storage sys-
tems.

“Thope in the future, on these applications, the full
list of things that could come off of a fire are provided
in advance to the local emergency officials and let
them decide if they think they need additional re-
sources for personal protection, or if they want to op-
pose the project,” Christmann said.

He said the discussion of emissions from a fire
came too late in the process for the Burke County pro-
ject, and he is concerned that applicants are “gloss-

See STORAGE, Page 2A

Cartel leader’s
death leads
to violence
across Mexico

Sheinbaum says unrest has
calmed, regular activities resume

Lauren Villagran and Kathryn Palmer
USA TODAY

Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum said
Feb. 23 that normal activity had resumed following a
day of violence in several regions of her country.

“Today, there is tranquility,” she said, adding that
peace had been secured and blockades largely
cleared.

The unrest was triggered by the Feb. 22 killing of a
powerful cartel leader in a military operation.

Nemesio Oseguera, commonly known as “El Men-
cho,” was Mexico’s most-wanted cartel leader, with a

See MEXICO, Page 2A
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