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Nine local elected o�  cials completed 
educational programs o� ered by the Mu-
nicipal Association of South Carolina and 
received their certifi cates in July. 

Holly Hill Mayor Billy N. Chavis and St. 
George Mayor Kevin R. Hart graduated 
from the Advanced Municipal Elected 
O�  cials Institute of Government. 

The Advanced Institute was created 
in 2014 to provide elected o�  cials with 
continuing education through classroom 

instruction and interaction with experi-
enced peers. 

“The Advanced Institute allows mayors 
and councilmembers to explore in depth 
many governance topics that can make 
them more e� ective leaders for their cit-
ies and towns,” said Urica Floyd, MASC’s 

sta�  associate for training and learning 
solutions.

Graduates of the Advanced Institute 
have previously graduated from the Mu-
nicipal Elected O�  cials Institute of Gov-
ernment and then completed at least four 
of six available courses on public safety, 
budgeting, utilities, advocacy, economic 
development, and governance.

Recent graduates of the Municipal 
Elected O�  cials Institute of Government 
include:

 Vance Town Council member Carolyn 
Bush.
 Vance Town Council member Eugene 

Elmore.
 Orangeburg City Council member 

Annette Dees Grevious.
 Vance Town Council member Barbara 

Montgomery.
 North Town Council member Wanda 

Whetstone.

Nine elected o�cials complete municipal association training
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SAMYA KULLAB, JILL COLVIN 
AND JOHN LEICESTER
Associated Press 

KYIV, Ukraine — European and NATO 
leaders announced Sunday they will join 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in Wash-
ington for talks with President Donald 
Trump on ending Russia’s war in Ukraine, 
with the possibility of U.S. security guar-
antees now on the negotiating table.

Leaders from France, Britain and Ger-
many are rallying around the Ukrainian 
leader after his exclusion from Trump’s 
summit on Friday with Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin. Their pledge to be at 
Zelenskyy’s side at the White House on 
Monday is an apparent e� ort to ensure the 
meeting goes better than the last one in 
February, when Trump berated Zelenskyy 
in a heated Oval O�  ce encounter.

“The Europeans are very afraid of the 
Oval O�  ce scene being repeated and so 
they want to support Mr. Zelenskyy to the 
hilt,” said retired French Gen. Dominique 
Trinquand, a former head of France’s mil-
itary mission at the United Nations.

“It’s a power struggle and a position of 
strength that might work with Trump,” 

he said. 
Special U.S. envoy Steve Witko�  said 

Sunday that Putin agreed at the meeting 
in Alaska with Trump to allow the U.S. and 
European allies to o� er Ukraine a security 
guarantee resembling NATO’s collective 
defense mandate as part of an eventual 
deal to end the 3½-year war.

“We were able to win the following con-
cession: That the United States could of-
fer Article 5-like protection, which is one 
of the real reasons why Ukraine wants to 
be in NATO,” he told CNN’s “State of the 
Union.” He added that it “was the fi rst time 
we had ever heard the Russians agree to 
that” and called them “game-changing.”

Article 5, at the heart of the 32-member 
military alliance, states that an armed at-
tack against one of the members shall be 
considered an attack against all members.

Witko� , who had joined Secretary of 
State Marco Rubio for the talks Friday 
at a military base in Alaska, o� ered few 
details on how such an agreement would 
work. But it appeared to be a major shift for 
Putin and could serve as a workaround to 
his long-standing objection to Ukraine’s 
potential NATO membership.

Outlining some of the details about the 
private discussions, Witko�  also said Rus-
sia agreed to enact a law that it would not 
“go after any other European countries 
and violate their sovereignty. And there 
was plenty more.” 

European Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen, speaking at a news confer-
ence in Brussels with Zelenskyy, said “we 
welcome President Trump’s willingness 
to contribute to Article 5-like security 
guarantees for Ukraine. And the ‘Coalition 
of the willing’ — including the European 
Union — is ready to do its share.”

Von der Leyen was joined Sunday by 
French President Emmanuel Macron, 
British Prime Minister Keir Starmer and 
German Chancellor Friedrich Merz in say-
ing they will take part in Monday’s talks at 
the White House, as will secretary-general 
of the NATO military alliance, Mark Rutte.

The European leaders’ demonstration 
of support could help ease concerns in 
Kyiv and in other European capitals that 
Ukraine risks being railroaded into a peace 
deal.
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European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, right, and Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy participate in a news conference Sunday at EU headquarters in Brussels, Belgium.
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Envoy: Putin to allow security guarantees in eventual deal
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