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TEXAS FLOODING

Rain falls over a makeshift memorial for flood victims Sunday along the Guadalupe River in Kerrville, Texas.

ERIC GAY, ASSOCIATED PRESS

Evacuations ordered amid new threat of high waters

GABRIELA AOUN
Associated Press

KERRVILLE, Texas — More heavy rains
in Texas on Sunday temporarily paused a
weeklong search for victims of catastrophic
flooding along the Guadalupe River and led
tohigh-water rescues elsewhere as officials
warned that the downpours could again
cause waterways to surge.

It was the first time a new round of se-
vere weather had paused the search since
the July 4 floods, which killed at least 129
people. Authorities believe more than 160
people may still be missing in Kerr County
alone, and 10 more in neighboring areas.

In Kerrville, where local officials have
come under scrutiny over the failure to
adequately warn residents about the ris-
ing water in the early-morning hours of
July 4, authorities went door-to-door to
some homes after midnight early Sunday
to alert people that flooding was again pos-
sible. Authorities also pushed phone alerts
to those in the area.

During the pause in searches, Ingram
Fire Department officials ordered crews to
immediately evacuate the Guadalupe River
corridor in Kerr County, warning the po-

tential for a flash flood is high.

Late Sunday afternoon, the Kerr County
Sheriff’s Office announced that search
teams in the western part of that county
could resume their efforts. The Ingram Fire
Department would resume their search-
and-rescue efforts Monday morning, said
agency spokesman Brian Lochte.

Latest flooding damages
dozens of homes

Gov. Greg Abbott said on X that the state
was making rescues in San Saba, Lampasas
and Schleicher counties and that evacu-
ations were taking place in a handful of
others. Texas Task Force 1, ajoint state and
federal urban search and rescue team, had
rescued dozens of people in the Lampasas
area, Abbott said.

The latest round of flooding damaged
about 100 homes and knocked down un-
told lengths of cattle fencing, said Ashley
Johnson, CEO of the Hill Country Commu-
nity Action Association, a San Saba-based
nonprofit.

“Anything you can imagine in a rural
community was damaged,” she said. “Our

blessing is it was daylight and we knew it
was coming.”

With more rain on the way, county of-
ficials ordered everyone living in flood-
prone areas near the San Saba River to
evacuate. Johnson said people were being
moved to the San Saba Civic Center, which
hasbecome a safe, high place for people to
receive aid and shelter.

“Everyone is in some way personally af-
fected by this,” she said. “Everyone is just
doing what they can to help their neigh-
bors”

Wide-ranging weather system
brings heavy rains

The weather system brought multiple
rounds of heavy rains and slow-moving
storms across a widespread area, pushing
rivers and streams over their banks. Head -
ing into the afternoon and evening, the
heaviest rains were expected along the I-35
corridor and east, said meteorologist Pa-
tricia Sanchez from the National Weather
Service’s Fort Worth office.

Please see TEXAS, Page A2

HOLLY HILL TOWN COUNCIL

No tax increase, mayor declares

LEE HENDREN
T&D Correspondent

“We’re not raising rates, millage, or
taxes,” Holly Hill Mayor Billy Chavis
said during the town council’s monthly
meeting on Monday, July 7.

He spoke after the council gave first
reading - by title only - to the municipal
budget for fiscal year 2025-2026, which
will begin on Sept. 1.

The council must hold a public hearing
and take a final vote before the budget is
official. Dates for those activities have
not yet been scheduled.

During public comments time, aresi-
dent thanked town officials for providing
“a very pleasant evening” of fireworks
and celebration on the Fourth of July.

Chavis said the fireworks cost $500 six
years ago and $6,000 this year. He has

already ordered $8,000 worth for next
year.

“Tt just gets bigger and better each
year,” he said, adding that no tax dol-
lars are spent, thanks to generous do-
nations from a handful of sponsoring
businesses.

Another resident asked about changes
she noticed to the town’s website, par-
ticularly on the page with council meet-

ing notices, agendas, and minutes.
Chavis and Police Chief Josh Detter
said the website was updated and re-
freshed to make it more user-friendly.
The Holly Hill Town Council’s next
monthly meeting is scheduled for
6:30 p.m. Monday, Aug. 4, in the gov-
ernmental complex at 8423 Old State
Road. For details, contact Town Clerk
Shelia Williams at 803-496-3330.
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