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HopeHealth CEO honored by Boys & Girls Club

BrightSide

The Bright Side highlights uplifting
moments across our community.
Visit our website to read more and
share your ideas.

The Bright Side:
Where good news lives.

EMMY RIBERO
Staff Writer

FLORENCE, S.C. — The Boys
& Girls Clubs of the Pee Dee Area
recognized Carl Humphries, Hope-
Health CEQ, asits 2026 Champion
for Youth.

According to the club, the Cham-
pion for Youth is one of its highest
honors.

“As a pillar of the community, we
are proud to honor Carl as our 2026
Champion for Youth,” said Neal
Zimmerman, executive director of
Boys & Girls Clubs of the Pee Dee
Areain arelease.

Humphries has led HopeHealth
since 2000. He began his career as

Please see BRIGHT SIDE, Page A5

South Carolina governor candidates to debate

USA TODAY NETWORK

Attorney General Alan Wil-
son and State. Rep. Jermaine
Johnson, D-Richland, are set
to appear for a televised debate
one month before the Novem-
ber general election.

South Carolina will have a
new person in the governor’s
mansion in January 2027. Gov.
Henry McMaster will have
served 10 years in office by the
time his final term expires.

Gray Media-owned televi-
sion stations in South Carolina

willbroadcast adebate between
Wilson and Johnson on Oct. 6.
Gray Media owns several South
Carolina stations, including
FOX Carolina the Upstate.
The debate will be hosted at
WIS studios in Columbia, and
it will air from 7-8 p.m.

The broadcast will be the
first time the candidates from
each political party will stand
side by side for a debate. Each
come from different polit-
ical backgrounds, but they
have a handful of platform

similarities including lowering
the cost of living and improv-
ing infrastructure.

They differ on the topic of
abortion, with Wilson sup-
porting abortion restric-
tions and Johnson supporting
reproductive healthcare. Both
candidates support investing
in the state’s public education
system, while Wilson’s cam-
paign focuses on expanding
school choice.

Please see DEBATE, Page A5

USA TODAY NETWORK

Alan Wilson (left) is projected to
win the Republican nomination
for South Carolina governor
following a runoff election. He
will face Democratic nominee
Jermaine Johnson (right) in the
general election.
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Palmetto
School’s

history
recognized

Marker dedication
ceremony planned

SPECIAL TO THE MORNING NEWS
FLORENCE - A historical marker
recognizing the history and legacy
of the Palmetto School and Florence
County Foster Home for Negro Chil-
dren will be dedicated at 6 p.m. Tues-
day, Sept. 15, at 1511 Stokes Road.
The Palmetto School,
a rural school for
Black children in
Florence School
District 1, opened

around 1920.
The wooden
schoolhouse sat

on two acres and was
rebuilt using Works Progress Admin-
istration materials after a fire in 1941.

By 1945, the school served more than
60 students and included a cafeteria
and piano for music classes.

After the school closed following
the reorganization of the school dis-
trict, the building became the Florence
County Foster Home for Colored Chil-
dren in October 1953.

Under the leadership of Dr. Iola
Jones, the Florence Council of Negro
Women helped establish the home,
securing a 20-year lease and rais-
ing funds with support from Flor-
ence County and the surrounding
community.

Women such as Lubertha Myers
worked to provide opportunities for the
children through community support,
including teaching them to garden and
connecting them with individuals who
could teach them trades.

The Florence Council of Negro
Women purchased the propertyin 1967
for $2,002.

The foster home closed in 1969 after
serving more than 300 Black children.

The property continued to serve
the community, reopening in 1978 as
the Bethune-Jones Career Center and
School of Cosmetology.

In 1994, the Pee Dee Community
Action Agency acquired the property
and opened the Bethune Jones Child
Development Center, which operated
as a Head Start center.

From a rural school and foster home
toacosmetology school and Head Start
center, the property has provided edu-
cation, care and hope for generations
of young Black people in Florence
County.

Please see HISTORY, Page A5

FLORENCE-DARLINGTON TECHNICAL COLLEGE

Grant awarded to boost electrician program

SPECIAL TO THE MORNING NEWS
Duke Energy Foundation is
awarding a total of $180,000
in grants to nine technical col-
leges across the state, including
Florence-Darlington Technical
College, to expand construc-
tion-related training, enhance

hands-on learning oppor-
tunities and support indus-
try-recognized certifications in
high-demand fields.

“Projects like our new natural
gas facility in Anderson County
will help power South Carolina’s
growth while creating good jobs

in the communities we serve,’
said Tim Pearson, Duke Energy
South Carolina president.

“The construction of that
facility over the next few years
will need potentially thousands
of highly skilled trade workers to
complete, and these grants will

help ensure local students and
workers are prepared to compete
for those opportunities,” he said.

Each of these schools received
a $20,000 grant that supports
workforce training programs,

Please see GRANT, Page A5
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