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Jeffries Creek at Freedom Florence Recreation Complex on March 11, 2026.

Improvements planned for signs, benches, more

GENE ZALESKI
Staff Writer

The City of Florence Parks and
Beautification Commission out-
lined priorities for its 2026 parks
upgrade plan, including adding
historical kiosks at all parks.

The commission plans to:

¢ Improve wayfinding signs to
Jeffries Creek Trail and the rail trail
at Freedom Florence Recreation
Complex.

¢ Add historical kiosks at all parks.

¢ Have an open house at High Hill
Creel Bike and Run Park to help pro-
mote the bicycle facility.

Please see PARK, Page A3 Lucas Park entrance off of Santee Drive on March 11, 2026.

Dancing for Our Future Stars tonight

STAFF REPORT e Dr. Brian Blaker (McLeod Health) and and Allyson Tisdale

The School Foundation is holding its Cadence Corbett ¢ Rob Gokey (Otis Elevator) and Tiffany
14th annual dance competition at 6 p.m. ¢ Dr. Cary Brewton (MUSC Health) and Collins
Thursday, March 19. The dancers have Campbell Cox e Scott Olsen (GE HealthCare) and Ash-
been practicing and are ready to perform. e Draper Myers (Draper G. Myers Mor- lee Gillespie

This year’s Dancing For Our Future Stars tuary, LLC) and Meredith Baxley ¢ Twana McRae (First Citizens Bank)
couples are: ¢ Jack Pawloski (King Cadillac Buick and Eric Crowley
¢ Adam Swindler (City of Florence) and GMC) and Mallory Prozzi e Wesley Snow (Snow & Bailey Law

Katelyn Rodgers ¢ Jermaine Eason (Honda) and Brianna Firm) and Meggie Daniel
¢ Devin Ruffin, EAD (HopeHealth) and Powell
Jordan Young ¢ Mitchell Lister (Florence Flamingos) Please see DANCING, Page A3
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Sewer fixes
planned

to stop
overflows

GENE ZALESKI
Staff Writer

The City of Florence is planning to
improve the sewer infrastructure in
the Woody Jones Boulevard area of
the city in an effort to eliminate sewer
overflows.

The short-term plan is to enlarge
eight manholes, which will help
expand capacity.

This portion of the project, at an
estimated cost of $1 million, will be
bid out by the end of the month, with
work to begin in the next two to three
months.

The project will include the repair
and expansion of the manholes.

“That will give us some relief,”
City Manager Scotty Davis told City
Council during its March 9 meeting.
“It will give us a little bit more capac-
ity in those lines there, and to limit
the number and intensity of those
overflows.”

The long-term plan is to enlarge
the capacity of the sewer lines to 30
inches. They are currently 21-inch and
24-inch lines that connect to 18-inch
lines.

“We have some bottlenecks in that
area,” Davis said. “We have had sig-
nificant overflows over the last three
months or so in that area”

The lines will be enlarged from
about Dunbarton Drive to West Pal-
metto Street along David McLeod
Boulevard.

“What we don’t want to do is
increase problems downstream,” Davis
said. “We will have to have major line
improvements there.”

Davis said the expansion of the lines
will be the permanent fix needed for
the area. That will be the first phase
of a $50 million project.

The city has set aside $25 million in
bond money, and the other $25 million
is from a grant.

The entire first phase is expected to
be complete in late 2028.

The city has also added some smart
covers to check flows in the area. Davis
said the city is studying why there has
been an increase.

“The numbers suggest there is a lot
of water usage and obviously a lot of
sewage usage unusual for the number
of persons staying in the area,” Davis
said. “Currently, water is leaking into
the city’s sewer system, causing an
increase in the flows.”

Councilman Zach McKay requested
monthly updates on the work being
done.

Councilman Bryan Braddock
requested a short-term fix be done
even before work is done, such as the
placement of lime or other products in
the area to help cut down on the odor.

Davis said that could be done.

FLORENCE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 2

Florence District 2 election today

GENE ZALESKI
Staff Writer

Three incumbents are run-
ning unchallenged in the Flor-
ence County School District 2
Board election.

Thaddis Calcutt Jr. is running
for Seat 4, Mark Campbell for
Seat 5 and Elleveen Poston for
Seat 3. The seats are all at-large.

If re-elected, they will serve
three-year terms.

The nonpartisan election is The polling location for the
scheduled for Thursday, March election is at Hannah Pamplico
19. High School at 2055 S. Pamplico

Highway in Pamplico.

at 7a.m.

precinct:
¢ S.C. driver’s license

Polls open at 7 a.m. and close
Voters need to bring one of

the following to the voting

¢ S.C. Department of Motor
Vehicles ID card, including S.C.

Concealed Weapons Permit

¢ S.C. voter registration card
with photo

¢ U.S. passport

o Federal military ID, includ-
ing Department of Defense
photo IDs and the Department
of Veterans Affairs benefits
card
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