
WASHINGTON – The sudden death
of Sen. Lindsey Graham on July 11 at
age 71 sent shock waves through Capi-
tol Hill, leaving lawmakers reeling from
the unexpected passing of their long-
time colleague.
Graham’s death marks the passing

of a longtime conservative fixture in
the Senate, and one of President Don-
ald Trump’s closest political allies. It

also opened up an important vacancy
atop a key Senate committee – one
that’s increasingly an architect of some
of the most consequential legislation
affecting Americans’ lives.
He had traveled to Turkey earlier in

the week for the NATO summit fol-
lowed by a meeting in Kyiv with Ukrai-
nian President Voldodymyr Zelenskyy.
The lawmaker “passed away from a

brief and sudden illness,” a statement
posted to his social media account
said, adding “Senator Graham’s family

appreciates prayers at this time and
asks for privacy during this incredibly
difficult period.”
The South Carolina Republican was

the powerful chairman of the Senate
Budget Committee. The panel may
sound like just another wonky corner
of Congress, but it’s much more than
that.
It’s also the place where Trump’s

biggest second-term legislative wins
have originated. That’s because budget
bills only need a simple majority to sur-

vive, unlike other legislation in the
Senate that requires 60 votes.
Congressional Republicans, on

Trump’s orders, have become more and
more accustomed to muscling big par-
ty-line bills through the all-important
budget panel. Just days ago, the presi-
dent again directed them to use the
Senate and House budget committees
to attempt to pass a $350 billion Penta-
gon cash infusion in the coming
months – all on top of a long-shot effort
to pass a voting restrictions bill.
Whoever replaces Graham atop the
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U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham, a South Carolina Republican, was the powerful chairman of the Senate Budget Committee. NATHAN HOWARD/REUTERS FILE

Budget panel helped pass Trump’s agenda
Zachary Schermele
USA TODAY
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Republican Sen. Lindsey Graham, an
influential voice in Congress and for-
eign policy, made it clear during his
Senate campaign that he saw his role in
politics as going beyond that of a sena-
tor.
The senator from South Carolina

died in the evening of July11 froma brief
and sudden illness, according to his of-
fice. His influence in national politics
wasmarked by his firmadvocacy inU.S.
foreign politics and leadership as Sen-
ate Budget Committee chair.
Graham's early career outside of poli-

tics started with his service as an Air

Force lawyer and as staff judge advocate
for the McEntire Air National Guard
Base. He later served in the U.S. Air
Force Reserve until his retirement in
June 2015.
The senator from South Carolina

started his political career in1992,when
he was elected to the South Carolina
House of Representatives. He was then
elected to theU.S.House of Representa-
tives in 1994, which is where he served
until his election to the U.S. Senate in
2002. He has held his Senate seat since
taking office in January 2003 and was
seeking a fifth term in office in this
year's Senate race.
Graham attempted to secure the na-

How Lindsey Graham
became a force in Congress
Bella Carpentier
Greenville News
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Reaction to the death of Sen. Lind-
sey Graham poured in by early morn-
ing.
Gov. Henry McMaster's office sent

an email out shortly after word of
Graham's death.
The message said, "Peggy and I—

and our children—are devastated.
Lindsey Graham is irreplaceable. The
fiercest of fighters for South Carolina
and America—and a loyal and stead-
fast friend. We grieve with Darline,
his family and his devoted staff. May
God hold him gently in the palm of his

hand. We shall not see his likes
again."
U.S. Rep. William Timmons, (R-4th

District) posted a message to Face-
book describing Graham as "a ded-
icated public servant" and "my
friend."
Timmons added, "I will miss him,

his counsel, and working with him on
behalf of our fellow South Carolin-
ians."
In a social media message, U.S.

Rep. Nancy Mace (R-1st District) said,
"For more than three decades, Lind-
sey Graham gave everything he had to
this state and this country, from the

McMaster: “We shall
not see his likes again”

See MCMASTER, Page 2A

Baker Maultsby
Greenville News

USA TODAY NETWORK – SOUTH CAROLINA


