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Trump funding cuts
axed nutrition program
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SNAP Ed taught people how to identify healthy food patterns, keep food safe and nawgate a complex food environment.
It also taught low-income Americans how to improve their budgeting and planning for meals that balance cost and

nutrition. GETTY IMAGES

SNAP-Ed saved money, helped Americans eat healthier

Diane Cress
Wayne State University
THE CONVERSATION

If the government had found a way to
save $10 for every dollar it spent helping
low-income people get healthier,
wouldn’t it make sense for it to keep do-
ing that?

Well, that’s exactly what the U.S. gov-
ernment did when it piloted the SNAP-
Ed program in 1977. This U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture program persisted
for nearly 50 years until the Trump ad-
ministration shuttered it in 2025.

SNAP-Ed served as the nutrition
education arm of the Supplemental Nu-
trition Assistance Program, which helps
more than 40 million Americans buy
groceries.

SNAP-Ed complemented SNAP by
teaching people who get those benefits
how best to use that government assis-
tance. It paid for nutrition educators to
teach lessons at schools, community
centers and university extension of-
fices. The educators led grocery store
tours, taught label reading and budget
comparisons, and taught cooking class-
es. And they offered a mix of printed and

20% off

Secretary of Health and Human Services Robert F. Kennedy Jr. and the Make
America Healthy Again movement have embraced a core principle: Healthy
habits prevent chronic disease. Yet the Trump administration stopped funding
SNAP-Ed, which helped boost health in at-risk communities.
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online resources to support good nutri-
tion in the home.

While the federal government fully
funded the program, the states, along
with Washington, DC, and Puerto Rico,
administered and implemented SNAP-
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Ed through local community pro-
grams, often partnering with nonprof-
its. It cost only one penny for every
SNAP dollar spent, and it worked.

See CUTS, Page 8A

1 rescued
after U.S.
jet downed
over Iran

Law experts claim ‘clear
violation of the United
Nations Charter’

Thao Nguyen
and Cybele Mayes-Osterman
USA TODAY

One crew member of a U.S. F-15E
fighter jet that went down over Iran on
April 3 has been rescued, according to
a U.S. official.

President Donald Trump has been
briefed on the jet, White House press
secretary Karoline Leavitt said in a
statement without providing details.

CBS News first reported the crew
member’s rescue.

The status of the other crew mem-
ber from the two-seater fighter jet was
unclear. News outlets including The
Wall Street Journal and The New York
Times reported that a search and res-
cue operation was ongoing.

The regional governor promised a
commendation for anyone who cap-
tured or killed the pilot, according to

See IRAN, Page 2A

Retalil
mogul sued
for funding
Epstein

Wexner spokesperson:
No basis for claims

Max Filby
Columbus Dispatch
USA TODAY NETWORK

A group of women have filed a law-
suit against Ohio retail mogul Les
Wexner and his foundation alleging
the billionaire helped to fund his for-
mer financial adviser Jeffery Epstein’s
crimes. The lawsuit, filed March 30 in
New York State Supreme Court, claims
Wexner and the Wexner Foundation
paid Epstein $200 million or more
over the 20 years or so of their busi-
ness relationship.

See LAWSUIT, Page 2A
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