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wait for a medical consultation at a health center in Bogo, Cameroon, on Sept. 2.

Officials: U.S. aid cuts
curtail malaria fight

Babies die in Cameroon
amid shortage of
medicine, health workers

Amindeh Blaise Atabong,
Robbie Corey-Boulet

and Jennifer Rigby
REUTERS

BOGO, Cameroon — Nine-month-old
baby Mohamat burned with fever for
three days before his family took him to
the closest health center in northern Ca-
meroon, but it was too late. He died of
malaria that day.

Mohamat’s death was part of a spike
this year in malaria fatalities that local
health officials attribute to foreign aid
cuts by the United States.

Before the cuts, Mohamat might have
been diagnosed earlier by one of more
than 2,000 U.S.-funded community
health workers who would travel over
rough dirt roads to reach the region’s re-
motest villages.

And at the health center, he might
have been treated with injectable arte-
sunate, a life-saving drug for severe ma-
laria paid for by U.S. funds that is now in
short supply. But the center had none to
give out.

Reuters traveled to northern Came-
roon — where the United States had
played a leading role in the malaria re-
sponse for nearly a decade - to docu-
ment how the sudden cuts are contrib-
uting to delayed malaria diagnoses, in-
adequate treatment and a growing
number of deaths. This story is based on
interviews with more than 20 doctors,
nurses, community health workers, res-
idents and former U.S. officials involved

A worker unloads boxes of the drug artesunate in a warehouse in Maroua,
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Cameroon, on Sept. 2. The life-saving drug for severe malaria, paid for by U.S.
funds, is now in short supply. PHOTOS BY DESIRE DANGA ESSIGUE/REUTERS

The Trump administration
says it is reforming foreign
aid that did not align with its
“America First” agenda, and
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio has said repeatedly
that no one has died as a
result of the cuts.
in malaria programming.

Mohamat’s father, sorghum and ba-
nana farmer Alhadji Madou Goni, is

mourning a son he had hoped would one
day escape poverty.

“I feel so sad about my loss. I hope
no one suffers from this (malaria)
again,” Goni, 30, told Reuters as he sat
outside his home, his wife next to him
holding prayer beads.

“Since there is hardship here, and
people don’t have the means, we hope
aid comes.”

U.S. malaria program disrupted
by cuts, end of USAID

Upon taking office in January,
President Donald Trump paused all
foreign aid, including the President’s
Malaria Initiative, launched in 2005 by

See MALARIA, Page 2A

Reverend
Jackson
hospitalized
with PSP
complications

A.J. Jackson
Greenville News
USA TODAY NETWORK - SOUTH CAROLINA

Greenville native and global civil
rights activist, the Rev. Jesse Jack-
son, was admitted to the hospital
on Tuesday, Nov. 12, according to
information provided by the Rain-
bow Push Coalition.

The 84-year-old is currently un-
der medical observation for Pro-
gressive  Supranu-
clear Palsy (PSP), a
neurodegenerative
condition he has
managed for more
than a decade, ac-
cording to a commu-
nication from his
longtime social jus-
tice organization.

The group confirmed the Rewv.
Jackson had previously been diag-
nosed with Parkinson’s disease,
and last April, his PSP condition
was also confirmed.

“The family appreciates all pray-
ers at this time,” said the statement
from Rainbow Push Coalition.

Born in 1941 to Helen Burns and
Noah Louis Robinson, the Rev.
Jackson’s origins began in Green-
ville, where he quickly developed
into a star orator, scholar, student,
and youth community leader.

He is the prized alumnus of the
now-defunct and formerly segre-
gated Sterling High School, class of
1959, and locally known as part of
“The Greenville Eight,” a group of
Black students who protested seg-
regation at libraries throughout
Greenville County in 1960.

To the world, the Rev. Jackson is
known for his wvarious roles in
worldwide social justice efforts, his
two presidential campaign runs in
the mid-to-late 1980s, and as the
recipient of the Presidential Medal
of Freedom honor in 2000.

In South Carolina, the Rev. Jack-
son has continued his support of lo-
cal social issues as he was a partici-
pant in the Claussen bakery strike
0f 1967 alongside the support of the
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., assist-
ed in helping turn MLK Day become
a state-recognized holiday in 2006,
and a key voice in the removal of the
Confederate flag from South Caroli-
na’s state capitol in 2015, and much
more.

— A.J. Jackson covers business,
the food & dining scene, and down-
town culture for The Greenville
News. Contact him by email at
ajackson@gannett.com, and follow
him on X (formerly Twitter) @aj-
happened. This coverage is only
possible with support from our
readers. Sign up today for a digital
subscription .
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Epstein trashed former

Josh Meyer
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON - “Dirty.” “(Expletive)

crazy.” “Borderline insane.” A Mafia don

but with the “great dangerous power” of
being America’s president and com-
mander-in-chief.

That’s how the late Jeffrey Epstein
described his former longtime friend

friend Trump in emails

and confidant Donald Trump, according
to a trove of the convicted sex offender’s
texts and emails released Nov. 12 by the
House Oversight Committee.

But perhaps the most intriguing
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thing Epstein said about Trump in the
20,000-plus pages of emails provided
by his estate was this:

See EPSTEIN, Page 3A
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