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Theo Warner, 6, left, of Westerly, his mom, Liz and friend, Isabella Andersen, 5, all of Westerly, enjoy a ride on the Genesis Friday at the
16th annual Misquamicut Fallfest. Sponsored by the Misquamicut Business Association, the family-friendly celebration has become one of
Southern New England’s premier autumn events, drawing thousands each year with its mix of live music, food, rides and entertainment.

More than 400,000 migrants could lose protections

Appeals court rules
for Trump admin

By Michael Casey
Associated Press

BOSTON — A federal ap-
peals court ruled Friday that
the Trump administration
can end legal protections
for around 430,000 migrants
from Cuba, Haiti, Nicaragua
and Venezuela.

The ruling by a three-judge
panel of the 1st U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals is the latest
twist in a legal fight over
Biden-era policies that creat-
ed new and expanded path-
ways for people to live in the
United States, generally for
two years with work authori-
zation. The Trump adminis-
tration announced in March it
was ending the humanitarian
parole protections.

“We recognize the risks of

irreparable harm persua-
sively laid out in the district
court’s order: that parolees
who lawfully arrived in this
country were suddenly forced
to choose between leaving in
less than a month — a choice
that potentially includes be-
ing separated from their fam-
ilies, communities, and lawful
employment and returning

to dangers in their home
countries,” the judges wrote.
“But absent a strong showing

of likelihood of success on the
merits, the risk of such irrepa-
rable harms cannot, by itself,
support a stay.”

In a two-page ruling, the
court lifted a stay issued by a
district court and is allowing
the administration to end
humanitarian parole for those
groups while the lawsuit plays
out. The ruling Friday is a
victory for the Trump admin-

See Migrants, A5
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Travel ban
shuts out
overseas
students

Trump’s restriction keeps
international students from
coming to the U.S. for college

By Makiya Seminera
AP Education Writer

With the Taliban barring women from college
in her native Afghanistan, Bahara Saghari set
her sights on pursuing higher education in the
United States.

Saghari, 21, practiced English up to eight
hours per day for several years, eventually
winning an offer to study business admin-
istration at a private liberal arts college in
Illinois. She was hoping to arrive this fall, but
her plans were derailed again, this time by
President Donald Trump’s travel ban.

“You think that finally you are going to your
dream, and then something came up and like,
everything’s just gone,” Saghari said.

Thousands of students are among the people
affected by the Trump administration’s travel
ban and restrictions on citizens from 19 coun-
tries, including many who now feel stranded
after investing considerable time and money
to come to the U.S.

Some would-be international students are not
showing up on American campuses this fall
despite offers of admission because of log-
jams with visa applications, which the Trump
administration slowed this summer while it
rolled out additional vetting. Others have had
second thoughts because of the administra-
tion’s wider immigration crackdown and the
abrupt termination of some students’ legal
status.

But none face bigger obstacles than the stu-
dents hit with travel bans. Last year, the State
Department issued more than 5,700 F-1 and
J-1 visas — which are used by foreign students
and researchers — to people in the 19 travel
ban-affected countries between May and Sep-
tember. Citizens of Iran and Myanmar were
issued more than half of the approved visas.

The U.S. is still the first choice for
many students

Pouya Karami, a 17-year-old student from Shi-
raz, Iran, focused his college search entirely
on the U.S. No other country offers the same
research opportunities in science, he said. He
was planning to study polymer chemistry this
fall at Pittsburg State University in Kansas, but
he had to shelve those plans because of the
travel ban.

Karami deferred admission until next year
and is holding out hope. He is still preparing
for his embassy interview and reaching out to
U.S. politicians to reconsider the travel ban’s
restrictions on students.

“I'm doing everything I can about it,” he said.

The full travel ban affects citizens from 12
countries spanning Africa, Asia, the Middle

See Students, A5

R.I. cannabis regulators now accepting applications from prospective retailers

Application deadline
is Dec. 29

By Christopher Shea
Rhode Island Current

For nearly three years, prospec-

tive business owners have eager-
ly waited for the date they could

join Rhode Island’s budding

retail cannabis market. That day

is now here.

Control Commission’s month-
ly meeting Friday afternoon,
chairperson Kimbelry Ahern
announced regulators are now
accepting online applications
for two dozen new retail licenses
through late December.

Under the 2022 act that legalized
recreational cannabis, the com-
mission can offer 24 new licenses
to retailers, with six reserved

for social equity applicants and
another six reserved for work-

The commission opened the
initial screening process for
social equity applicants on Aug.
29. Social equity applicants

are defined as those who were
adversely affected by the War

on Drugs, including residents in
census tracts of five Rhode Island
municipalities identified as “dis-
proportionately impacted” areas
from past cannabis prohibition.

As of Friday, Rhode Island

A marijuana plant is
seen at a medical mari-
juana dispensary in Egg
Harbor Township, N.J.,
March 22, 2019.

At the start of the Cannabis er-owned cooperatives. See Cannabis, A5 AP file photo
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