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Ceasefire falls apart as
Iran buries slain leader

Mourners gather July 9 in Mashhad, Iran, for the burial of Iran’s late Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who was

killed Feb. 28 in Israeli and U.S. strikes. OFFICE OF THE IRANIAN SUPREME LEADER/HANDOUT VIA REUTERS

American official says
‘technical talks continue’

Michael Loria and Rachel Barber
USA TODAY

The fragile ceasefire between the
United States and Iran appeared to
have fallen apart over continued
strife over the Strait of Hormuz as
Iranians buried their supreme leader,
killed by U.S.-Israel forces at the out-
set of the war.

There were no new U.S. strikes on
Iran overnight into July 10. But the
United States previously struck Iran’s

southern coastal and eastern prov-
inces, after which Iranian armed
forces launched attacks on U.S. mil-
itary infrastructure in Persian Gulf
states July 9.

Separately on that day, Iranian
media reported multiple explosions
across southern Iran, including Bush-
ehr, where one of the country’s nucle-
ar plants is located.

A U.S. official told USA TODAY that
President Donald Trump regards
Iran’s recent attacks on commercial
vessels in the Strait of Hormuz, a
critical shipping lane, as “acts of ter-
rorism.”

Still, the official said that negotia-

tions have not completely crumpled.

“The United States is still commit-
ted to finding a resolution, and tech-
nical talks continue,” the U.S. official
said. “Iran can never possess a nucle-
ar weapon.”

“The [memorandum of under-
standing] is performance-based, and
Iran’s actions constitute failed perfor-
mance at an unacceptable level,” the
U.S. official added.

Iranian officials did not give indi-
cations in public statements that
talks remained underway. However,
the country’s semiofficial Tasnim
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Dems at
war for
party’s
future

Key races set
showdowns between
the left, center

Susan Page
USA TODAY

It’s a war.

The chaos over the Democratic Sen-
ate nomination in Maine - with a
scramble to replace scandal-scarred
Graham Platner - is only the latest and
messiest battle in this summer’s de-
bate over the direction and definition
of the Democratic Party as it heads to
crucial midterm elections.

The explosive energy of the far left,
which last November helped elect
Zohran Mamdani as the first demo-
cratic socialist mayor of New York, has
this year ousted longtime officehold-
ers and nominated progressive insur-
gents in New York and Colorado. In all,
five Democratic House incumbents
have lost primaries so far this year.

That has freaked out the party’s es-
tablishment, concerned that the popu-
lists’ success in solidly blue territory
could allow Republicans to paint even
moderate Democratic candidates in
purple states as radical and danger-
ous.

Adam Green, co-founder of the Pro-
gressive Change Campaign Commit-
tee, called it a battle for the soul of the
party.

“One faction within the Democratic
Party wants to shake up the system,”
especially on the economy, he told
USA TODAY, “and the other is perfectly
willing to treat this as a status-quo”
moment.

See DEMOCRATS, Page 2A

GOP push for answers about McConnell health

Phillip M. Bailey
USA TODAY

It’s no longer just Democrats who
are demanding answers about Repub-
lican Sen. Mitch McConnell’s status
nearly a month after the 84-year-old
lawmaker was hospitalized in Wash-
ington, DC.
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The senator’s office still has not
disclosed why McConnell was admit-
ted. But the Kentucky lawmaker’s staff
sought to quell further speculation
July 7 by releasing statements from
allies who said they’d spoken with
him.

That wasn’t enough for at least two
GOP House members who took to so-
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cial media this week to air their con-
cerns, saying U.S. officials should be
more forthcoming with voters if they go
missing for weeks.

Rep. Nancy Mace, R-South Carolina,
drew comparisons to the public’s
health concerns about former President
Joe Biden, whose mental acuity be-
came a focal point in the final months
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of the 2024 election, ultimately forcing
him to leave the race.

“If McConnell is in as bad a shape as
Biden ever was — or worse — he needs to
step aside,” Mace said in a July 9 post
on X. “This charade can’t continue. We
can't demand of others what we won’t

See MCCONNELL, Page 2A
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