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COME SUPER BOWL SUNDAY, FOOTBALL 
FANS WILL GATHER FOR HEARTY SNACKS 
DURING THE BIG GAME. WINGS HAVE 
BECOME A GO-TO FOR BEING EASY TO 
SHARE AND EASY TO PREP AHEAD.    D1

GAME DAY
SNACKS

Lawmakers listen as Gov. Josh Shapiro delivers his budget proposal last year. His address today before a joint session of the General 
Assembly kicks off talks on how to fund state government ahead of the June 30 budget deadline. Shapiro’s first three budget deals all 
missed that deadline.   Photos by Dan Gleiter, PennLive, 2025

In this election year — in 

which both parties will be 

trying to flip a legislative 

chamber — lawmakers could 

face pressure to reach a deal 

earlier than in the past.

Kate Huangpu and Stephen Caruso    
Spotlight PA

As he faces reelection, Gov. Josh Shapiro 
is expected to address rising housing costs, 
increased energy demand and unfinished 
business from prior years when he unveils 
his budget pitch to state lawmakers today.

A number of challenges loom for the 
Democrat: a divided state legislature that 
has passed relatively few laws, a looming 
structural deficit and pressure to address a 
range of issues — from education and trans-
portation funding to recreational canna-
bis legalization to regulating slot-like skill 
games.

While increased revenue is critical, the 
governor is not expected to propose any 
increases for broad-based taxes, such as 
sales and income levies.

His address before a joint session of the 
General Assembly kicks off talks on how to 

approach those issues ahead of the June 30 
budget deadline. Shapiro’s first three budget 
deals all missed that deadline — the recent 
impasse lasted more than four months, 
with both sides boasting of wins in the end.

The speech also gives the governor a 
chance to highlight issues and themes 
beyond the state’s bottom line, similar to 
the president’s annual State of the Union 
address.

In this election year — in which both 
parties will be trying to flip a legislative 
chamber — lawmakers could face pressure 
to finish a deal earlier than in the past. 
Here’s what to watch for.

FINANCIAL PRESSURES
Pennsylvania faces several expensive 

propositions in this year’s budget that, 
combined, put incredible pressure on the 
state’s already strained finances.

Public transit agencies say they are in 
crisis. Poor public schools won a court 
case that found they were unconstitution-
ally underfunded. Counties say they need 
a boost to deliver long-neglected men-
tal health services. And President Donald 
Trump’s cuts to federal health care and 
food aid mean the state must either pay 
more or risk low-income families losing 
access to both in coming years.

Additionally, the state’s aging popula-
tion is driving up the human services bud-
get, according to the Independent Fiscal 
Office.

Last fiscal year, Pennsylvania brought 
in $46.4 billion in revenue from sales, 
personal and corporate income taxes, as 
well as other levies. Lawmakers approved 
a $50.1 billion budget to fund education, 
health care, and public safety programs, 
among others.

The difference between revenue and 
spending was covered by the state’s cash

SPOTLIGHT PA

Shapiro’s budget pitch likely  
to tackle housing, energy costs

In 2024, Gov. Josh Shapiro announced 
he was developing a housing action 
plan. A spokesperson said he will reveal 
the results today to address housing 
affordability after months of canvassing 
advocates, developers and local officials.

Blame the demands from an 

aging population outpacing 

capacity for some health 

systems, as well as a shortage 

of radiologists nationwide. 

Ivey DeJesus   idejesus@pennlive.com

At least one hospital system with a net-
work of medical complexes in central Penn-
sylvania is feeling the brunt of an ongoing 
shortage of radiologists nationwide.

UPMC, the largest hospital system in 
Pennsylvania, said it was pursuing every 
opportunity to meet what it called a “grow-
ing demand” for radiology and imaging ser-
vices.

“This includes prioritizing emergent and 
urgent studies to ensure patients get the 
critical care they need in a timely manner,” 
a UPMC spokesperson said.

Some UPMC patients have had to wait 
30 days or more to get diagnostic results, 
according to social media posts on Next-
door.

Dan T posted: “I had an MRI on Decem-
ber 8th and didn’t get my results until more 
than 4 weeks later. I think they only did 
that after I called and complained twice 
since they told me results would take 2-3 
weeks. UPMC radiology is apparently a 
mess right now.”

Kathy S. of Jonestown this week posted: 
“I waited 8 weeks for results from a CT 
scan. I received the bill before I received the 
results. It’s unacceptable.”

UPMC told PennLive that over the 
past two weeks, the hospital system had 
“onboarded” additional radiologists to 
“strengthen our staffing” in central Penn-
sylvania, and “partnered with external 
radiology providers to decrease the wait

HEALTH CARE

Have you 
waited long for 
MRI results? 

Stuck with winter?
Punxsutawney Phil’s forecast of six 
more weeks of winter was greeted 
by cheers and boos from the tens of 
thousands who braved the single-digit 
temperatures at Gobler’s Knob. But just 
how accurate is the prognosticator?   A2

GROUNDHOG DAY

SEE HEALTH CARE, A6

SEE BUDGET, A4

Leafguard operates as Leafguard of  DC in DC under license 420214000016, in Maryland under 132308, in Pennsylvania under 76686, 
and in Virginia under 2705157137.

Call now for your free estimate!
Financing available 223-666-5656

75 % OFF INSTALLATION*

*Does not include cost of material. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. The following 
persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Leafguard or affiliated companies or entities, their 
immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 
months and all current and former Company customers. Previous/future purchases are not eligible for a 
discount or sale price adjustment. Sales tax does not qualify for discount. This offer cannot be combined 
with any other sale, promotion, discount, code, coupon and/or offer. This promotion has no cash value. 
Leafguard reserves the right to end any promotion at any time without notice. Offer ends 2/28/26.

Say goodbye to 
gutter cleaning  

for good
No clogging,  
No cleaning 
No leaking,  

No water damage 
No ladder accidents

www.leafguard.com

75% OFF
INSTALLATION*

Find out more about the revolutionary Leafguard  
system and how it can protect your home!

www.leafguard.com

 SAY GOOD-BYE   
TO YOUR OLD GUTTER PROBLEMS

*Does not include cost of material. This offer is valid for homeown-
ers over 18 years of age. The following persons are not eligible for 
this offer: employees of Leafguard or affiliated companies or en-
tities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a 
Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all 
current and former Company customers. Previous/future purchases 
are not eligible for a discount or sale price adjustment. Sales tax 
does not qualify for discount. This offer cannot be combined with 
any other sale, promotion, discount, code, coupon and/or offer. 
This promotion has no cash value. Leafguard reserves the right to 
end any promotion at any time without notice. Offer ends 2/28/26.

Leafguard® is guaranteed  
never to clog or 

WE’LL CLEAN 
IT FOR  

FREE*

www.leafguard.com

Call today  
for your  

FREE ESTIMATE 
AND IN-HOME  

DEMONSTRATION.

Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves, pine needles, and debris
 Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to clean clogged gutters 

 Durable, all-weather tested system not a flimsy attachment

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we’ll clean your gutters for free. Leafguard operates as Leafguard of DC in DC under license 420214000016, in Maryland under 132308, in Pennsylvania under 76686, and in Virginia under 2705157137.

Special Offers for Our Readers

CALL NOW  
223-666-5605

SERVING THE HARRISBURG AREA


