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The Old Farmers’ Almanac and
the Farmers’ Almanac have different
outlooks for the Lehigh Valley this
winter.

TheMaine-basedFarmers’Almanac
claimstheNortheastwillhavenear-nor-
malprecipitation,withraineventsmore
likely than extended snow periods.
Temperatures alsowill be variable, the
publicationclaimed.

The New Hampshire-based Old
Farmers’ Almanac claimsmost of the
LehighValleywill have below-average
temperaturesandabove-normalsnow-
fall. The eastern portion of the region,
however, could have above-normal
temperaturesandbelow-normalsnow-
fall.

Bothpublicationshavebeenderided
bymeteorologists.TheNationalOceanic
AtmosphericAdministration’sClimate
Prediction Center said in its winter
outlook for December, January and
Februarythat temperaturesare leaning
abovenormal,andthatprecipitationwill
be likelyabovenormal.

FARMERS’ ALMANAC:
A COMPLICATED WINTER

TheFarmers’Almanac,whichclaims
to be 80%-85% accurate in its predic-
tions, bases its forecasts on a mathe-
maticalandastronomical formula. Inits
predictionfor theupcomingwinter, the
publication claimed theNortheastwill
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Almanacs
split on winter
predictions

Above: Snow falls Sunday, Feb. 22, late in the evening in Allentown.
A winter storm was expected to drop up to a foot of snow on the region, but only

about 5 inches accumulated at Lehigh Valley International Airport.
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The Old Farmers’ Almanac anticipates snow
and cold this winter; the Farmers’ Almanac
forecasts somethingmore complicated

By Patrick Whittle
ASSOCIATED PRESS

PORTLAND,Maine—TroyJacksonwas
a longtime laboractivistand loggerbefore
he unexpectedly became theDemocratic
nominee forU.S. Senate inMaine.

OnMonday,he returned toaunionhall
totellapackedcrowdthatworkersneedto
go to thepolls this fall— to raise themini-
mumwage, expand familymedical leave
andshowsupport foroneanother.

“LaborDayhasneverbeen justanother
holiday,” Jackson told several hundred
unionmembersataSouthernMaineLabor
Council eventMondaymorning in Port-
land. “Today, here with the people I’ve
foughtalongside foryears, Iwant tomake
apledgeaboutexactlywhatI’mgoingtodo
in theUnitedStatesSenate.”

Jackson,whobecame thenominee in a
specialconventioninJuly, is tryingtowhip
up support in a short period of time as he
attempts to unseat longtime Republican
Sen.SusanCollinsinaraceDemocratsview
ascrucial towinningcontrolof theSenate.

He was among the candidates in key
November races who spent Labor Day
weekendstumpingat festivals,unionhalls
andparadesasthemidtermsenterthefinal

Campaigns
inhigh
gearover
LaborDay
Holidaymarks start
of crucial stretch for
midterm candidates

By Evan Jones
THE MORNING CALL

Plans for a proposed 37-story “pencil
tower” in Allentown—which have been
intheworks foryears—couldbefinalized
thisweek.

After receiving a variance from the
AllentownZoningHearing Board in July,
thedeveloper isscheduledtoappearTues-
daybeforethecity’splanningcommission.

The agenda for the meeting, which is
scheduled for 12:15 p.m. in City Council
chambers, includes the Peregrine Tower,
the name of the project at 90 S. Ninth St.
thathasbeenthroughseveraldelayssince
itwasproposed in2013.

UmranGlobal InvestmentLLC is seek-
ingapproval for apreliminary/finalplan.

If built, the 420-foot-tall Peregrine
Towerwould become the LehighValley’s
tallest building, eclipsing the nearby PPL
Building, which is just shy of 322 feet
high.Themixed-usebuildingwouldhave
250,140 square feet of space with 208
apartments.Umran’soriginalplantohave
arestaurantonthe37thfloorwaschanged;
itwouldhaveapartments instead.Thefirst
through fifth floorswould have retail and
officespace.

‘Pencil tower’
back before
Planning
Commission
If built, the Peregrine Tower
would become Lehigh
Valley’s tallest building

By Jaxon White
SPOTLIGHT PA

Spotlight PA is an independent,
nonpartisan and nonprofit newsroom
producing investigative and public-service
journalism that holds power to account
and drives positive change in Pennsylvania.
Sign up for our free newsletters.

HARRISBURG—WhowillwinPennsyl-
vania’s race for governor?Howmany data
centerswill be proposed here?Which state
lawswill beenacted this year?

That’s just a sample of the political ques-
tions that predictionmarket platforms, like
Kalshi and Polymarket, allow people to bet
on.

These platforms, which allow people
to wager on the outcomes of a wide range

Predictionmarkets have free rein in Pa.

An ad for the prediction market app Kalshi is displayed on a mobile phone April 16 in
Chicago. ERIN HOOLEY/AP FILE
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See ALMANAC on Page A3

Critics fear lack of specific limits
creates potential for corruption

See PREDICTION on Page A2 See TOWER on Page A3
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GET AHEAD
OFTHEGAME
CATER YOUR FOOTBALL SEASON
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