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By Chris Dornblaser
THE MORNING CALL

Theestates of twoAllentownmenwho
died by suicide in Lehigh County Jail are
suingthecountyandthethecompanythat
iscontractedtoprovidemedicalservicesto
inmates,allegingbothwereresponsible for
theirdeaths.

TheestatesofArturoWrightandForest
Touchberry filed separate lawsuits in
federal court inJuly,bothalleging that the
countyandDauphinCounty-basedPrime-
CareMedical failed to take the necessary
measures toprotect themen.

Touchberry,31,diedMarch13,2025,and
Wright, 32, died Aug. 27, 2024. Bothmen
were found unresponsive at the jail and
were taken to a hospital, where they died
fromtheir injuries.

Philadelphia attorneys Laura Zipin
and Brian Zeigler, who are represent-
ing the estates in both lawsuits, wrote in
courtdocuments that thedeathswerenot
isolated, and noted there have been three
othersuicidessince2022, includingone in
lateJune.

The suits reference the death ofCheryl
Phillips, who died by suicide at the jail in
2022.Phillips’estatealsoissuingthecounty
andPrimeCare,claimingshewasremoved
from psychiatric observation despite a
historyofsuicidal ideation,andwasdenied
hermethadone, forcing her to detox. Her

LehighCounty,
med company
face suits over
jail suicides
Estates of 2 Allentown
men claim protective
measures weren’t taken

By Mary Clare Jalonick
and Alanna Durkin Richer
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Two Republican
senators who threatened to block acting
Attorney General Todd Blanche’s confir-
mation to lead the Justice Department said
Monday that theywill support his nomina-
tion,endinganimpasseoverplanstocreatea
fundtocompensatealliesofPresidentDonald
Trump.

The endorsement fromGOP Sens. John
Cornyn and ThomTillis paves theway for
theSenate JudiciaryCommittee to advance
Blanche’s nomination onTuesday after the
JusticeDepartmentandlawmakersreached
a deal to formally rescind the $1.8 billion
“Anti-Weaponization Fund” proposed to
settle Trump’s lawsuit against the Internal
RevenueService.

Cornyn and Tillis had refused to back
Blanche’sbidforthepermanentpostwithout
official confirmation killing the fundmeant
tocompensatepeoplewhobelievetheywere
unfairly prosecuted by the Justice Depart-
ment. Blanche’s written order, issued late
Sunday, came after the days of negotiations
between the Justice Department and the
Republican senators who are leaving Capi-

tolHillwhen their termsend inJanuary.
“Wewant to express our gratitude toMr.

Blancheandhis staff forworkingwithuson
this,andwelookforwardtovotingtoadvance
his nomination out of the Senate Judiciary
Committee soon,” Cornyn, of Texas, and
Tillis, ofNorthCarolina, said inastatement.

Blanche has repeatedly said that the
JusticeDepartmentwasscrappingplans for
the fund, which sparked bipartisan outcry
over the possibility that violent rioterswho
attacked police at theU.S. Capitol on Jan. 6,
2021, couldbeconsidered forpayments.

But skeptical lawmakers said theywere
concerned that could be revivedwithout a
commitment inwriting, especially because

GOPholdouts switch to backBlanche
Nominee confirms end
of compensation fund
for president’s allies

By Maddie Hanna
PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

On June 1, Kent Groffwrote two $2,400
checkstowardhisgrandchildren’stuitionthis
fall atUnitedFriendsSchool, asmallQuaker
early childhood and elementary school in
Quakertown.

ThecheckswerecashedJune4,Groffsaid.
Hewas shockedwhen a little more than a
month later, United Friends announced it
wouldbeclosing—infivedays.

In a July 10 letter to families, the school’s
boardoftrusteessaiditcouldnotopenforthe
fall schoolyearbecausenotenoughstudents
wereenrolled.

“Unfortunately, with slow enrollment

activity in early summer and unexpected
late attrition, it became clear that therewas
nosustainablepathforward,” theboardsaid
in the letter, noting that the schoolhadbuilt
a “conservative” budget on 80 students, but
only50hadcommitted toattend.

Thenewsstunnedfamilies,whosaidthey
weregivennowarningthattheschool,which
hadbeenopenfor42years,wasonthebrink
of closure.

“Iwas like, there’snowaythiscanbetrue.
Therehastobesomethingthatcanbedone,”
saidKellyKringe,Groff’sdaughter,whohad
just picked her children up from a camp at
United Friends when she got the email

Quakertown school’s abrupt
closure upsets families

United Friends School in Quakertown. CATHERINE MEREDITH/THE MORNING CALL

People get a glimpse of rows of cars Sunday at the 63rd annual Das Awkscht Fescht antique and classic car show at
Macungie Memorial Park in Macungie. JON CHIU/MORNING CALL PHOTOS

Bruce Larson demonstrates the power of the engine of his
USA-1 Chevrolet Camaro.

Several Volkswagen Beetles are lined up Sunday at Ma-
cungie Memorial Park.
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Acting Attorney General Todd Blanche
appears July 15 before the Senate Judiciary
Committee on Capitol Hill in Washington.
MARK SCHIEFELBEINAPSee BLANCHE on Page A2

UPCOMINGHOMESTAND AUG 11-16
PittiesNight

Collapsible DogBowlGiveaway
(First 1,500 Fans 18&Over)

TailWaggin’ Day

AUG 11
CaseyTheBatDogAppearance

Tacos&Tallboys

AUG 12
Chris P. BaconBobbleheadGiveaway

(First 3,000 fans 18&Over)
TwistedThursdayHappyHour

AUG 13

PirateNight
FridayNight Fireworks

AUG 14
GolfNight

STAINLESS STEELCupGiveaway
(First 3,000 Fans 18&Over)

Fireworks

AUG 15
FootballDay

Mini FootballGiveaway
(First 3,000 Fans 18&Over)

Kids RunTheBases

AUG 16
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Complete details on NEWS 8

Classic cars, classic festival


