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Showers, breezy, cooler.
High 67˚ | Low 44˚
Weather, NEWS 6

By Adam Schreck, Ben Finley
and Elena Becatoros
ASSOCIATED PRESS

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates — U.S.
military leaderssaidaceasefireremains in
effect aday after Iranwasblamed fornew
attacks intheStraitofHormuzandagainst
theUnitedArabEmirates. The keyAmer-
ican ally later said it came under Iranian
droneandmissile attackagainTuesday.

TheUnited States and Iran havemade
competing claims over which side now
controls the strait, which remains effec-
tively closed.

Still, the fragile truce reached nearly a
month ago appeared to be holding as U.S.
forcespressedaheadwithefforts toreopen
thestrait,avitalwaterwayforglobalenergy.
OnMonday, the U.S. said it had opened a
lane and sunk six small Iranian boats that
had threatenedcommercial ships.

DefenseSecretaryPeteHegsethandGen.
Dan Caine, the U.S. military’s top officer,
toldanewsconferenceTuesdaythatIran’s
renewedattackshadn’treachedthethresh-
old of what Caine called “major combat
operations.” He said Tuesday marked a
“quieter”day in the strait.

“No, the ceasefire is not over,” Hegseth
said, affirming Caine’s assessment. They
spokebefore the latestattacksontheUAE.

Iranhassaid theneweffortdoesviolate
the ceasefire. Iran’s parliament speaker
and chief negotiator,MohammadBagher
Qalibaf, signaled that Iran has yet to fully
respond to theU.S. attempt to reopen the
waterway.

“Weknowfullwell thatthecontinuation
of the status quo is intolerable for Amer-
ica;whilewehavenot evenbegunyet,” he
said in a post onX.His statement did not
mention negotiations with the U.S. that
involvepassingmessagesviaPakistan.

DisputingWashington’sclaimofsinking
six boats, an Iranianmilitary commander

US: Gulf
ceasefire
intact
Pentagon calls recent strikes
by Iran not ‘major combat’

By Chris Dornblaser
THE MORNING CALL

The Hotel Hampton rooming house in
Eastonhadnotbeeninspectedinyearsbefore
a fire broke out there in February, seriously
injuringafirefighter, according toarecently
released federal report.

TheNational Institute for Occupational
Safety andHealth released a report on the
Feb.20fireinwhichWilsonfirefighterBobby
Lewullis was injured. Investigators wrote
that inspectionsof thebuildinghadnotbeen
donesince2017becauseof limitedstaffingin

thecodeenforcementandplanningoffice.
Theroominghouse,originallyahotel,was

built in the 1900s.Dozensweredisplaced in
theblaze.

The report outlined a number of recom-
mendations for the responding entities
following thefire.

EastoncityadministratorLuisCamposdid
not respond tomessages seekingcomment.

According to the report:
Firefighterswerecalled to thebuildingat

462NorthamptonSt. themorningofFeb.20
forareportofafire.Whentheblazereached
asecondalarm,Wilsonfirefightersarrivedto

help.Lewullisandanotherfirefighterentered
the building and found multiple victims,
whomtheydirected to the stairs.

Thetwofirefighterssplituptohelpothers,
andLewulliswent toanotherarea to search
for a reported victim on the fourth floor.
While there, Lewullis realized he did not
haveenoughair inhisbreathingapparatusto
getoutof thebuilding.Hewent intoanother
room, broke thewindowandhunghis head
outsideof it.

He made multiple radio transmissions

Report:HotelHampton lacked inspections
Federal agency details February blaze at Easton rooming house that injured firefighter
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Residentswhoareinterestedinthechanges
coming to Interstate 78 in UpperMacungie
andWeisenberg townships can takea lookat
PennDOT’svisionfor theprojectWednesday.

Ameetingandvirtualdisplayof therecon-
structionplanwill beheld6-8p.m. atFogels-
villeElementarySchool inUpperMacungie.

The planswill also be posted online, with
public comment and questions accepted
Wednesday throughJune5.

Thethree-phaseprojectwillaffectaroughly

5½-milestretchofI-78fromRoute100tothe
BerksCountyline.It isstill inthedesignphase,
withconstructionpredictedtobegin in2030.

The project includes the creation of an
interchange at Adams Road over I-78; the
reconstructionoftheI-78andRoute100inter-
change; and the reconstruction of I-78 from
theBerks/LehighCounty line to theI-78and
US22split, includingmakingitsix lanes, three
in each direction, from the Route 863 inter-
changeeastward.

The plan calls for reconfiguring theRoute

PennDOT to share I-78 plans
Public meeting to reveal widening project in UpperMacungie Township

By Evan Jones
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Traveling on Route 222 through
Allentown’s western suburbs or
trying to traverse Bethlehem’s South
Sideduringaworkdayrequiresabitof
patience for even the most seasoned
commuter.

It shouldn’t be a surprise that those
areas were identified by the Lehigh
ValleyPlanningCommissionasamong
the region’s top bottlenecks— a point
of congestion that slows down traf-
fic because the area doesn’t have the
capacity tohandle it ona typicalday.

The LVPC compiled a 140-page
Congestion Management Plan that
was released in April. It identi-
fies several high-traffic areas in the

Valley,usingmethods includingtraffic
counts, academic formulas andpublic
comments. Those comments pointed
outcommoncausessuchasbadlytimed
trafficlights, a lackofdesignatedturn-
ing lanes, and outdated or complex
intersections.

Thereportcompilesa listof top-pri-
ority bottlenecks in Lehigh and
Northamptoncounties. Itsaidaneffec-
tive plan addresses both recurring—
regularcongestion—andnonrecurring,
caused by such things as accidents or
badweather.

“An effective CMP addresses both
typesusingoperational improvements
andlong-termplanningstrategies,” the
LVPC said. “In the Lehigh Valley, the
main contributors to congestion are
traffic incidents and other/unclassi-

fied disruptions, which account for
mostdelays.”

Solutions to some of these prob-
lems are identified through items
alreadyincludedintheTransportation
ImprovementProgramcompiledbythe
Lehigh Valley Transportation Study
as a federally required list of priori-
tized projects, while others are in the
FutureLV, theLVPC’smasterplan.

Here are the top 10 priority bottle-
necks inLehighCounty:

ROUTE 222 WESTBOUND NEAR
MILL CREEK ROAD, UPPER
MACUNGIE TOWNSHIP
The issue:Congestionincreaseswhere
Grange Road merges into Route 222

Highway headaches
20 worst Lehigh Valley traffic bottlenecks and what’s being done to fix them

See TRAFFIC on Page A2

See I-78 on Page A3

Traffic is backed up April 23 on West Third Street near the Hill to Hill Bridge in south Bethlehem.
APRIL GAMIZ/THE MORNING CALL

Firefighters battle a fire Feb. 20 at the Hotel
Hampton in Easton. DENNIS WETHERHOLD
JR./SPECIAL TO THE MORNING CALLSee HOTEL on Page A3

See IRAN on Page A16

An aerial view of Interstate 78 at Route 100 in Fogelsville. The interchange is planned
for an overhaul as part of a reconstruction of the interstate through western Lehigh
County. RICH ROLEN/SPECIAL TO THE MORNING CALL
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