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Thedefense secretary rejects
criticismathearingas the
conflict’s costhits$25billion.
Nation&World,PageA13

Dems grill Hegseth
on the war in Iran

WithNazareth’shard-fought
8-6winoverNorthampton,
coachBryanWolf believeshis
teampunched its ticket to the
EPCtournament.Sports

Nazareth’s wins
sendmessage

By Mark Sherman
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON—TheSupreme
Court onWednesdayweakened a
landmarkCivilRights-era lawthat
has increasedminority represen-
tation in Congress and elsewhere,
striking down a majority Black
congressional district in Louisi-
anaandopening thedoor formore

redistricting across the country
that could aid Republican efforts
tocontrol theHouse.

Ina6-3ruling, thecourt’sconser-
vativemajorityfoundthatLouisiana
district represented by Democrat
Cleo Fields relied too heavily on
race.ChiefJusticeJohnRobertshad
described the 6th Congressional
District as a “snake” that stretches
morethan200miles to linkpartsof

Shreveport, Alexandria, Lafayette
andBatonRouge.

“Thatmapisanunconstitutional
gerrymander,”JusticeSamuelAlito
wrote for the sixconservatives.

The effect of the rulingmay be
feltmore strongly in 2028because
mostfilingdeadlines for thisyear’s
congressional races have passed.
Louisiana, though, may have to
change its redistricting plan to

complywith thedecision.
It is unclear howmuch is left of

the provision, known as Section 2
of the Voting Rights Act of 1965,
themainway to challenge racially
discriminatoryelectionpractices.

Notmuch, Justice Elena Kagan
wrote in a dissent for the three
liberal justices. “Theconsequences
are likely to be far-reaching and
grave. Today’s decision renders
Section 2 all but a dead letter,”
Kaganwrote.

In a statement, Fields said the

decision’s “practical effect is to
make it far harder for minority
communities to challenge redis-
trictingmapsthatdilutetheirpolit-
ical voice.”

Thevotingrights lawsucceeded
in opening the ballot box to Black
Americansandreducingpersistent
discrimination invoting.Nearly70
ofthe435congressionaldistrictsare
protectedbySection2,electionlaw
expert Nicholas Stephanopoulos

Court diminishesVotingRights Act
Justices rule 6-3 to strike downmostly Black district in La.

By Chris Dornblaser
and Laurie Mason Schroeder
THE MORNING CALL

Weeks before theMay primary
election,LehighCountyhas anew
chief clerkof elections.

Michael Paston, most recently
a deputy chief clerk of courts in
BucksCounty,was sworn inTues-
day.Paston,ofUpperDublinTown-
ship, Montgomery
County, said hewas
eager to get started
in thepost.

“I’m excited
to have this posi-
tion, and about the
confidence they
had in me,” Paston
said following his
confirmation hearing in Allen-
town. “I’mexited tomeet the staff.
I’veheardgoodthingsabout them.
We’regoingtofocusontheprimary,
because it’s going to come up fast.
After the primary, I’m hoping
there’s time to takea stepbackand
examinehowwedothings,whywe
do things, andmaybe share some
ideas from the other counties that
I’veworked in.”

Pastonbecamefirstdeputyclerk
of courts inBucksCounty in 2020.
Hewas in the same role inMont-
gomeryCounty from2013 to 2019,
according to the news release
announcing his selection to the
Lehigh County job. Paston is an
attorney and tax professional, and
manageddozensofpeoplebetween
thoseroles inBucksandMontgom-

LEHIGH COUNTY

Newchief
clerk of
elections
selected
Michael Paston’s hiring
comes weeks before
theMay 19 primary

By Isabella Gaglione
SPECIAL TO THE MORNING CALL

ABangor couple has reached
a roadblock in a nearly five-year
journeytogetaservicedogtohelp
detect their 7-year-old daughter
Aria’s nonconvulsive overnight
seizures.

After raising over $12,000 for
a trained service dog through a
nonprofit, the familywas offered
a donated untrained dog that
couldjointhemsooner,according

to Aria’s mother, JessWojciech-
owski.But, thenonprofitsays the
donorsintendedtheirmoneytobe
used for a servicedog through its
organizationand itcannot redes-
ignate the funds toward the new
dog’s training.

Donorswhoreachedout tothe
nonprofit to clarify their donor
intent were given the option to
have their donation returned to
them. The family is fighting to
redirect all the money, much of
whichwasraisedbyLehighValley

donors.
“Every night that passes is

another night that something
could gowrong,”Wojciechowski
said. “So onemore night sooner
that we can get a dog into this
house that is trained to alert us is
the first that wewill have a good
night of rest. It will be the first
night thatwedon’t need to about
worry if she’s going tobe there in
themorning.”

Wojciechowski signed a
contract in 2021with 4 Paws for

Ability, an Ohio nonprofit that
placesservicedogswithchildren
and veterans with disabilities,
whichwould cover half the cost
to breed, raise and train the dog.
Thefamilyneededtoraise$17,000
tobematchedwithadog.

When Wojciechowski
inquired about using the dona-
tions for training the new dog,
the nonprofit said the money
was “funds restricted by donors

Service dog lost in fine print
Aria Vega, who suffers from nonconvulsive overnight seizures, does physical therapy with Alyssa Metzger, pediatric physical therapist on April
16 at Good Shepherd Rehabilitation Hyland Center in Allentown. APRIL GAMIZ/THE MORNING CALL

Family raised $12,000 for canine. But after one was donated, getting that money hasn’t been easy

By Jo Ciavaglia
BUCKS COUNTY COURIER TIMES

The nonprofit represent-
ing Pennsylvania’s official 9/11
memorial is threatening towith-
hold funding if the Bucks County
townshipwhere it’s located does
not approveapermit for acandle-
light ceremonymarking the 25th

anniversaryofthedeadliest terror-
ist attackonU.S. soil.

The first night of RoshHasha-
nah, the Jewish New Year and a
HighHoliday, begins at sundown
Sept. 11 this year, which has put
LowerMakefield Township and
the 9-11 Memorial Garden of
Reflection Inc. at odds over the
proposed night vigil at the Lower
Makefieldpark.

The holiday conflict led Lower
Makefield supervisors to deny

BUCKS COUNTY

Plan for evening 9/11 ceremony
atmemorial splits community
The observance falls
on RoshHashana, a
JewishHighHoliday

Ellen Saracini, left, holds a candle during a vigil at the Garden of
Reflection on Sept. 10, 2011 in Lower Makefield. Ellen’s husband, Victor
Saracini, was the captain of United Airlines Flight 175. She is among
those calling on Lower Makefield to allow a candlelight vigil to mark the
25th anniversary of the terror attack. ALEX BRANDON/AP
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