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NEW YORK — A
federal vaccine advisory
committee voted Friday
to end the long-standing
recommendation that all
U.S. babies get the hepa-
titis B vaccine on the day
they’re born.
A loud chorus ofmedi-

cal and public health
leaders decried the
actions of the panel,
whose current members
were all appointed by
Health Secretary Robert
F. Kennedy Jr. — a lead-
ing anti-vaccine activist
before this year becom-
ingthenation’s tophealth
official.
“This is the group that

can’t shoot straight,” said
Dr. William Schaffner,
a Vanderbilt University
vaccine expert who for
decadeshasbeeninvolved
with ACIP and its work-
groups.
Several medical soci-

eties and state health
departments said they
wouldcontinuetorecom-

mendthem.Whilepeople
may have to check their
policies, the trade group
AHIP, formerly known
as America’s Health
Insurance Plans, said its
members still will cover
thebirthdoseof thehepa-
titisBvaccine.
For decades, the

government has advised
that all babies be vacci-
nated against the liver
infection right after
birth. The shots are
widely considered to be a
public health success for
preventing thousands of
illnesses.
But Kennedy’s Advi-

sory Committee on
Immunization Practices
decided to recommend
the birth dose only for
babies whose mothers
test positive, and in cases
where the mom wasn’t
tested.
For other babies, it will

beup toparents and their
doctors todecide ifabirth
dose is appropriate. The
committee voted 8-3 to
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Upper Macungie
Township now has rules
regulating data centers,
but the zoning ordinance
amendment adopted by
supervisors Thursday
night comes too late to
affect thebiggestproposal
on the table.
The township, like

manyothers intheLehigh
Valley, crafted the ordi-
nancebecauseof the like-
lihood that the biggest
kinds of data centers —
the massive, noisy, ener-
gy-gobbling computer
campuses thatpowerarti-
ficial intelligence — will

be built here. The Lehigh
Valley PlanningCommis-
sion says it’s aware of
several developers scout-
ing theregionforpossible
sites.
The most concrete

proposal at the moment
would turn the former
Air Products campus in
UpperMacungie intoa2.6
million-square-foot data
center.Plansweresubmit-
ted inearlyNovemberand
are scheduled for review
at theDec. 16zoninghear-
ingboardmeeting, though
solicitorAndrewSchantz
said the applicant is likely
to request anextension.
The proposal was the

mainreasonsomanyresi-
dents attended Thurs-
day’s meeting, which
opened with a public
hearing on the zoning
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The role of technology in
America’s futurehas beena
passionate subject for U.S.
Sen.DaveMcCormick,who
has written a book about it
and has been advocating
for Pennsylvania to be at
the forefront of the grow-
ing tech industry.
Appearing at Lehigh

University on Wednesday
nightaspartof theCompel-
lingPerspectives series, the
first-termsenatordiscussed
the future of artificial intel-
ligence and what it means
for the the state andnation.
After abrief introduction

byLehighPresidentJoseph

Helble, who mentioned
McCormick’s time as a
wrestler for the U.S. Mili-
tary Academy, the former
hedge fund CEO talked
about technology advocacy
in his book “Superpower in
Peril:ABattleplantoRenew
America,” andhow it trans-
lates tohis current views.
“Itwasbasedonmybelief

that we were going astray,
that we needed a sort of
focusonthebuildingblocks
of leadership in theworld,”
saidMcCormick,R-Pa.
“One was the belief that

this was an existential
competition with China,
and a battle that we had to

At LehighUniversity, Sen.McCormick
says Pennsylvania can leadAI boom
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Dr. Mehmet Oz, administrator of the
U.S. Centers for Medicare and Medic-
aid Services, gave his prescription for
controlling spiraling health care costs
Friday at the annual Lehigh Valley Health
Care Summit, as local trans activist groups
protestedhis appearance.
Oz, a former heart surgeon and TV

personality, headlined the event orga-
nized by the Greater Lehigh Valley Cham-
ber of Commerce. The crowd at the Aster
Event Center in Upper Macungie Town-
ship was packed with notable local health
care figures, including the CEOs of Jeffer-
sonHealthandSt.Luke’sUniversityHealth
Network, aswell as politicians such asU.S.
Sen. DavidMcCormick, LehighValleyU.S.

Dr. Mehmet Oz, administrator for the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, speaks Friday at the Greater Lehigh Valley
Chamber of Commerce’s Health Care Summit at the Aster Event Center in Upper Macungie Township.

Dr. Oz gives prescription for
controlling health care costs
Lehigh Valley summit held as local trans activist groups protest visit

Attendees listen to Dr. Mehmet Oz, administrator for the Centers for Medicare
& Medicaid Services, speak Friday at the Greater Lehigh Valley Chamber of
Commerce’s Health Care Summit. MONICA CABRERA/THE MORNING CALL
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U.S. Sen. Dave McCormick, R-Pa., discusses the government’s
role in supporting artificial intelligence and innovation on
Thursday during Lehigh University’s Compelling Perspectives
program in Bethlehem. APRIL GAMIZ/THE MORNING CALL Turn to McCormick, Page 3
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After a tense, five-hour
meeting, Bethlehem City
Council Thursday rejected
a push from the city’s fire
union to add four firefight-
ers to the department’s
ranks.

Budget amendments
proposed by City Council
member Grace Crampsie
Smith would have re-al-
located funding from the
city’s community recovery
fund, firefighter overtime
budget, and Community
and Economic Develop-
ment Department to bring

thefiredepartment’swork-
force up to 110. A last-min-
ute amendment also was
proposedbymemberBryan
Callahan to raise property
taxes — without providing
a specific figure because
he made the proposal in a
spontaneousmotion.
Bothmeasures failed.

The vote on Crampsie
Smith’s amendments was
2-5, with Crampsie Smith
and Callahan voting in
favor,andmembersMichael
Colon, Colleen Laird,
Hillary Kwiatek, Rachel
Leon and Kiera Wilhelm

Bethlehemvotes downproposal to
add 4 newfirefighters to 2026 budget
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