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TheMorning Call

Gerald Holum has lived more than 3½
decades in a historic farmstead next to the
Saucon Rail Trail, and he has never seen
anything like what has happened in recent
weeks.
Somebody spray-painted a historic

marker with swastikas, the Nazi symbol of
hate.Twice.
It happened along the Lower Saucon

Townshipportionof the trail,whichbumps
up against his property, known as the
“Wagner/Holum Farmstead” and listed on
theNationalRegister ofHistoricPlaces.
Public works employees installed a new

sign Friday, which cost $860, according to
an invoiceprovidedby the township.
Lower Saucon Township police said

Friday a $500 reward has been offered for
information leading to anarrest.
Theincidentsremainunder investigation,

police Chief Thomas Barndt said. Authori-
tieshadno leads as ofFriday.
Whoever vandalized the signs could face

charges, including criminal mischief and
ethnic intimidation. Such action on public
property inPennsylvania is a crime.
StateRep.SteveSamuelson,D-Northamp-

ton, who said he often walks along the rail
trail, discovered thefirst vandalism inMay.
Samuelson said he was walking about

6:15 a.m. when he saw the sign with the
symbols. He continued his walk but, when
he returned about 45minutes later, he said
township officials were quickly addressing
the “horrible, ignorant travesty.”
The longtime Bethlehem state represen-

tativesaid theactsofvandalismdisgusthim.
“Sometimes you see property defaced in

theLehighValley,” he said, “but here some-
body intentionally painting swastikas …
that’s just beyondbelief in 2025.”
Police, in a crimewatchpa.com post, said

they responded around 9:25 a.m. July 17 to
the vandalism along the rail trail between
Meadows Road and Walnut Street. The
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Struggling to describe the limbs out,
belly up posture of Cetronia Elementary’s
vintagehedgehogmascot, someevokeFlat
Stanley—while otherswonderwhat acci-
dent could cause such smushing. After an
artificial-intelligence-inspired redesign,
however, the newHedgie gazes forward
with animeeyes anda full smile.
Across the district’s elementary and

middle schools,mascotsundertooka simi-
lar transformation, leavingJaindlElemen-
tary with a noticeably less buff turkey,

removing the howl from the Kernsville
Elementary coyote and straightening out
the smile of the Schnecksville Elementary
shark.
The mascot rebranding was designed

to create a modern, cohesive look across
the district’s school logos. While the high
school’s Trojan logo remains unchanged,
therestofParkland’s schoolswill enter the
newschoolyearwithupdateddesigns that
adistrictstatementcalls“freshandcontem-
porary.”
When the redesign was announced,

CetroniaPrincipalJamieGiaquintosaidhe
knewhe’dneedtoput insomeworktoboth
acknowledgeHedgie’shistoryandconnect
the school community to its newmascot.
“The long and short of it was getting

buy-in from the school,” Giaquinto said.
“It’s bigger than a graphic design project.

Foranelementaryschool, therewasa lotof
emotion tied to thevintageHedgie.”
Staff,parentsandstudentsprovidedfeed-

back on the district’s initial design, and
threenewoptionswerethenproduced.The
schoolused itsdailynewsshowtofacilitate
aschoolwidevote,withthecurrentversion
winning in a landslide.
Giaquinto said the Cetronia community

accepted that the transition was going to
happen, but the extra fewmonths of input
allowed the school tobeheard.
“Theyunderstoodthemissionandvision

of thedistrict,but they felt that initial thing
needed somework,”Giaquinto said.
The first rendering of the newHedgie

looked“a little intense”and“morecompet-
itive,” Giaquinto said, noting that it earned

Parkland schoolmascots getting an upgrade
With help fromAI, rebranding
was designed to create a
modern, cohesive look
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Oneyear has passed sinceLehighValley
Health Network merged with Jefferson
Health, creating one of the largest health
carenetworks in the country.
With32hospitals,more than700outpa-

tient locations and enough employees
to populate a small city, integration and
restructuringhave been amajor undertak-
ing. Yet the new network had somemajor
wins this year.
The Morning Call recently spoke to

Dr. Joseph Cacchione, CEO of Jefferson
Health, about what he believes are the
biggest accomplishments of the network

andwhat is to come.
Cacchione said despite

fears and concerns that
the Lehigh Valley and the
legacy LVHN organiza-
tionwould become second
fiddle to the Philadelphia
region, thathasn’tbeenthe
case.LehighValleyTopper
Cancer Institute, now part

of Jefferson’s Sidney Kimmel Compre-
hensive Cancer Center, has added chime-
ric antigen receptor T-cell therapy as one
of the services it offers. It also has started
offering liver transplants thanks to Jeffer-
son. Jefferson, in turn, has benefited from
LVHN’sbonemarrowtransplantprogram.

Jefferson has committed to spending
$900million over the next three years on
facilities in the Lehigh Valley. So far, the
networkhasbeen livingupto thispromise:
Work has started on a major expansion to
theemergencydepartmentofLehighValley
Hospital–Muhlenberg, and the network
opened the Health Center at Tower Place
and the Women’s Health Center at 1490
EighthAve. inBethlehem lastmonth.
“TheWoman’s Health Center at Tower

Place is spectacular; it’ll be amodel across
the system. That planning was not done
prior to us coming together,” Cacchione
said.

LVHN-Jefferson one year later
CEO saysmerger has benefited Lehigh Valley, lists top accomplishments
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OnNov. 4, Pennsylvanianswill elect local
officials whomake critical decisions about
public safety, financial priorities, andmore.
Some voters will see candidates for tax

collector,auditor,andotherrelatedpositions
ontheirballot,dependingonhowtheir local
government is structured.
Many municipalities hire an auditing

firm rather than elect someone to review
governmentfinancesandfindany irregular-
ities, said PaulaHoloviak, a professor in the
department of philosophy and government
atKutztownUniversity. Theposition of tax
collector,meanwhile, is “highlyvalued,” she
said,because itpayswellanddoesn’t require

advanced skills or training.
Almost all of the commonwealth’s 2,560

municipalities elect tax collectors, while
fewer than half elect auditors, according to
a databasemaintained by the Pennsylvania
Department of Community and Economic
Development (DCED).
Whetheracommunityopts toelect those

positions isdeterminedbythetypeofmunic-
ipality and its class. Townships, cities, and
countiesarefurtherbrokendownintodiffer-
entclassesbasedonfactors likeacommuni-
ty’s population.

Thosegovernmentstructuresalsooutline
the roles of tax collector and auditor. In
somecases, thedutiesof thesepositionsare
performed by other elected officials. For
example, inthird-classcitiesandsomehome
rule municipalities, residents elect a trea-
surerwho serves as the tax collector.
Beforeyouheadtothepolls, it’s important

to understand your municipality’s govern-
ment structure, what positions are up for
election,andwhythoserolesare important.

What is a tax collector?
Taxcollectors are responsible for gather-

ingmunicipal,property, andpersonal taxes,
as well as potentially other taxes and fees
levied in a community. They are elected to

four-year terms.
To run for tax collector, you must be at

least 21 and a resident of the municipality
forat least ayearbefore theelection.Youdo
notneedtobea“publicaccountantorcerti-
fiedpublic accountant” to run, according to
a manual fromDCED, but basic training is
required, along with continuing education
while inoffice.
Taxcollectors typicallydon’thirestaff,but

canhiredeputies ifneeded.Success inarole
is relative, Holoviak said. Being known in
the community helps, she said. The elected
position isn’t about beingqualified asmuch
asaligningwith localvotersvalues likebeing
trustworthy and community-minded, she
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Tax collectors, auditors, other key local finance positions onNovember ballot
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A new sign is on display Friday along the
Saucon Rail Trail in Lower Saucon Township
after the old sign was defaced with swastikas
twice this year. The sign marks the historic
Wagner-Holum Farmstead near Meadows
Road. The Lower Saucon Township Council
debated what to do about the vandalism at
its Wednesday meeting. APRIL GAMIZ/THE
MORNING CALLTurn to Mascots, Page 4
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Jefferson Health CEO Dr. Joseph G. Cacchione speaks July 14 during Lehigh Valley Health Network’s ceremonial ribbon-cutting at LVHN-Tower
Place. Cacchione said planning for The Woman’s Health Center at Tower Place was done after LVHN and Jefferson Health merged a year ago.
APRIL GAMIZ/THE MORNING CALL
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Cacchione

“If you’re inCenterCity, Jefferson, or you’re in Schuylkill, or you’re atCedarCrest, or you’re
atPocono, you canyou canbeassured that the quality of care is very consistent across the
system.”
—Dr. JosephCacchione,CEOof JeffersonHealth


