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Program gives struggling
artists $1,000 a month

‘ ‘M

A few commissions, contracts, sales or cancellations can dramatically change what artists earn in a given year.

GETTY IMAGES

The result: freedom and
time to focus on their art

Joanna Woronkowicz
Indiana University

and Doug Noonan
Indiana University Indianapolis
THE CONVERSATION

Though artificial intelligence is mak-
ing it easier than ever to produce images,
music and text, the technology is also
making it harder for the people who have
traditionally produced this work to earn
a living.

A photographer who once was com-
missioned to make art for an advertising
campaign is now competing with graph-
ics produced by the AI image generator
Midjourney. A novelist who used to make
money on the side as a technical writer is
seeing that work be replaced by a series
of prompts in ChatGPT.

The extent to which Al will upend cre-

Kitchen

Saver

The program selected
artists through a weighted
lottery. It adopted an
expansive definition of
“artist.” Anyone engaged in
artistic, cultural or
community-centered
creative practices - such

as musicians, storytellers
or muralists - was eligible

to apply.

ative work remains unsettled. But that
uncertainty has made guaranteeing in-
come for creatives a more viable policy
idea.

In fact, creatives in New York recently

participated in the largest basic income
program for artists in U.S. history, the
Guaranteed Income for Artists initia-
tive.

Spearheaded by Creatives Rebuild
New York and primarily funded by the
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, the
program gave 2,400 artists across New
York state $1,000 a month beginning in
June 2022. There were no work re-
quirements and no restrictions on how
the money could be spent. The program
sought to improve the financial stabil-
ity of artists and encourage the public
to see them as workers who deserve a
stable income and social support.

As researchers who study artists,
cultural work and public policy, we
evaluated this program to see whether
it achieved its stated goals. Our main
finding was simple: Artists did not stop
working. Instead, they changed the
kind of work they did.

See PROGRAM, Page 3A

ELIGIBLE FOR SENIORS

Farmers
market
voucher
program
begins

Beth Ann Miller
Beaver County Times
USA TODAY NETWORK

Distribution begins July 10 for Sen-
ior Farmers Market Nutrition Program
vouchers in Beaver County, sponsored
by the Pennsylvania Department of
Agriculture and the Beaver County Of-
fice on Aging.

Eligible seniors can receive five
vouchers of $5 each, for a total of $25,
to purchase Pennsylvania-grown
fresh fruits, vegetables and edible
herbs from approved markets and
farm stands through Nov. 30. Vouchers

See VOUCHER, Page 2A

$3,000 OFF

0% INTEREST FOR 12 MONTHS’

— PLUS ——

724-279-5062 | kitchensaver.com/wordsearch

®Registered trademark of Kitchen Saver LLC.'Offer expires 8/31/26. $3,000 off qualifying projects; discount applied to contract price before tax. May not be combined with other offers. Must be
presented and used at time of estimate. Previous estimates or purchases excluded. *Promotional financing terms are no interest for 12 months from installation date. Interest accrues from purchase
date but waived if paid in full within 12 months. Monthly payments required during the 12 months; making only the required monthly payments will not pay off the amount financed. Minimum deposit
required. Qualified buyers only. Applies to Custom Cabinet Renewal purchase only. Subject to minimum purchase. "10-year limited warranty against defects in manufacturing of products and
workmanship of installation for original purchaser of owner-occupied homes. Cabinet styles and features vary by location and may be different than pictured. See representative for details. Valid only
at select locations. NJ HIC #13VH08343300 (KSR), NJ HIC #13VH12694800 (KSNE), PA HIC #PA063180 (KSR), SC General Contractor License #CLG.124859 (KSSE), WV HIC #WV063413 (KSR).
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