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Trans athlete debate

reaches high court

The Supreme Court in 2020 sided with workers who claim they were fired because they were gay or transgender.

JACK GRUBER/USA TODAY

Advocates hope to build
upon 2020 legal victory

Maureen Groppe
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON - Becky Pepper-Jackson was in elemen-
tary school, already sure she was a girl despite being desig-
nated male at birth, when the nation took notice of two trans-
gender athletes.

The debate over whether the high school runners in Con-
necticut had an unfair advantage ricocheted around the
country, prompting more than half the states to block trans-
gender girls from competing on female teams.

In Pepper-Jackson’s home state of West Virginia, lawmak-
ers “reasonably expected that the mounting stories” of trans-
gender athletes outperforming competitors because they’re
bigger, faster and stronger would soon reach their communi-
ties, state officials said.

In reality, Pepper-Jackson’s lawyers said, the law enacted
in 2021 banned exactly one transgender girl - who hadn’t ex-
perienced typical male puberty - from participating on her
school’s cross-country and track and field teams.

“Rarely has there been such a disconnect between a law’s
actual operation and the claimed justifications for it,” lawyers
for the now 15-year-old told the Supreme Court in advance of

Becky Pepper-Jackson, a West Virginia high school
student, and her mother, Heather Jackson, challenged a
state law barring transgender girls from participating in
female sports. The Supreme Court will hold oral arguments
in the case Jan. 13. PROVIDED BY SCOUT TUFANKJIAN/ACLU

the Jan. 13 oral arguments about her case challenging the law.

The two sides may disagree over the phenomenon that
West Virginia and 26 other states say they are addressing,
but there’s no question that the issue has seized national at-
tention. Pepper-Jackson’s lawsuit and another student’s

See SUPREME COURT, Page 3A

Police tape is seen around a vehicle
with a bullet hole in the windshield
Jan. 7 after a driver was fatally shot
by an ICE agent in Minneapolis.

TIM EVANS/REUTERS

Experts
weigh in
on ICE use
of force

Video raises questions
about shooting of driver

Christopher Cann
USA TODAY

The Jan. 7 fatal shooting of a wom-
an in Minneapolis by an Immigration
and Customs Enforcement agent has
spurred questions around the use of
force by federal agents, especially as
the Trump administration expands its
deportation efforts.

Video circulating online shows
multiple law enforcement officers ap-
proaching Renee Nicole Good’s SUYV,
which was stopped in the middle of a
street, where demonstrators had gath-
ered that morning to protest height-
ened immigration enforcement.

Footage shows one officer attempt-
ing to open the driver’s side door, as
someone is heard saying, “Get out of
the [expletive] car.” Good briefly re-
verses before driving forward, begin-
ning to turn right, away from the
agents. As the vehicle moves ahead,
another officer standing near the front
driver’s side draws his gun and fires
three times at close range.

At the moment the shots are fired,
the wheels of Good’s vehicle are
turned to the right, angled away from
the agents. It is unclear whether the
officer was struck by the SUV, as Presi-
dent Donald Trump has said. The
agent can be seen on his feet and walk-
ing away immediately after the shoot-
ing. Federal officials said the agent was
treated at a hospital and later released.

Following the gunfire, the vehicle
headed down the road and crashed

See ICE, Page 2A

Disdain hits new levels
after fatal ICE shooting

Phillip M. Bailey
USA TODAY

Walz

Ahead of key midterm elections, the

officer fatally shot 37-
year-old Renee Nicole
Good on Jan. 7 in Minne-
apolis.

The Trump admini-
stration is refusing to al-
low state investigators to
examine the evidence

dependent review. They have harsh
words for the administration, which has
vigorously defended ICE agent Jona-
than Ross and alleged that Good pro-
voked the Kkilling by driving toward
Ross.

After months of trading insults with
Trump, Walzlaunched into the fray with

feud between President Donald Trump
and Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz has
reached volcanic heights since a U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement

and spotlighting Minnesota’s recent
welfare fraud scandal, while Walz and
allies, such as Minneapolis Mayor Jacob
Frey, are responding by seeking an in-

criticism in the initial hours of the inci-
dent, casting the administration’s

See TRUMP-WALZ, Page 2A
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President Donald Trump has been
critical of Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz
since the 2020 George Floyd protests.
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