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With Penn State Mont Alto slated to
close at the end of the next school year,
local officials are exploring how to use
the campus in the future.
A lack of information and communi-

cation from Penn State, however, has
hampered the early effort to explore
possibilities for redevelopment, accord-

ing to Franklin County Area Develop-
ment Corp. President Mike Ross.
“I think we have the opportunity to

reimagine this campus and make it
more impactful than it’s ever been,” he
said in early November.
A member of the general advisory

board for Penn State Mont Alto, Ross
said that since PennState announced in
May that Mont Alto and six other cam-
puses will close local officials have
struggled to obtain information about

the land and buildings on campus.
“We don’t even know what we’re

dealing with. I mean, you’ve never told
us, you’ve never given us any of the vital
statistics about the campus,” he said.
“How big is it? Howmany buildings are
there? What’s the operating cost?
There’s a whole series of — I mean, can
it be subdivided?What about the infra-
structure? What are the conditions of
transfer?”
Ross said people with Penn State are

working on appraising the campus and
identifying the value of the property.
“What’s the value of the campus?

And how do you as how did you create,
essentially do an appraisal to come up
with that? So allegedly they’re now do-
ing that, and hopefully we get that in-
formation by the end of the year,” he
said in November, and confirmed this
month.

PENN STATE MONT ALTO

Local officials explore future for campus
Amber South
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AKRON, OH –

L
ung cancer? h “But I never smoked,”Melissa Derrig said after doctors finally fig-

uredoutwhatwas causingherheadaches, vertigo and the strangenoise sheheard

deep inside her throat last year. h Melissa, a retired small-business owner, had

always been so careful with her health. h She’s tracked everything she ate and

drank since she was diagnosed with diabetes at age 10. After she turned 50, she never

missed annual mammograms, skin cancer screenings or colonoscopies. h Yet lung cancer

was growing inside her chest and it had already spread to her brain, where tests revealed

dozens of tiny tumors. h The cancer diagnosis was, in a way, a relief because after four

months of doctor visits, she finally knewwhat was causing her symptoms and could move

forward, she said.

Radon is the No. 1 cause of non-smokers’ lung cancer

Melissa Derrig opens a radon test kit in her new Akron, Ohio home after a cancer diagnosis believed to be connected to
prolonged exposure to radon at her former home. ANDREW DOLPH/AKRON BEACON JOURNAL

THE INVISIBLE KILLER
Amanda Garrett Akron Beacon Journal | USA TODAY NETWORK – OHIO

See RADON, Page 4A

The Franklin County Treasurer’s
Office has been honored with the 90+
cashVest Award for 2025 for its lead-
ership in public finance liquidity
management, according to a commu-
nity announcement.
The award marks the second con-

secutive year the office has received
this recognition.
The award is given through a col-

laboration between the National As-
sociation of Counties and three+one,
a financial-technology firm that eval-
uates cash-management practices
within the public sector.

A team effort in Franklin County

Franklin County Treasurer Melody
Shuman, chief deputy treasurer Trina
Panagos, chief financial officer Teresa
Beckner and fiscal director Janelle
Friese were credited for their hard
work in achieving this recognition.
“I am privileged to work alongside

such a dedicated team in driving fi-
nancial success for Franklin County,”
Shuman said in the announcement.
To earn the award, the office main-

tained a cashVest score of 90 or above
for four consecutive quarters, which
demonstrates a commitment to effec-
tive cash management, improves fi-
nancial stability and ensures respon-
sible stewardship of public resources.

Leaders in financial management

Matthew Chase, CEO and execu-
tive director of the National Associa-
tion of Counties, praised the recipi-
ents for their leadership in liquidity
management.

Treasurer’s
office receives
the cashVest
award for 2025
Janis Reeser
AI-assisted reporter
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