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Jocelyn Boden, 47, managed a Bath
& Body Works store for 31⁄�2 years in
West Valley City, Utah.

In March, she hired a transgender
man as a retail associate and, during
their fi�rst shift together, Boden said
she twice referred to the employee as
“she” in keeping with her faith as a
member of The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints, which teaches
that gender is an immutable charac-
teristic of a person’s “eternal identity.”

After two associates corrected her,
Boden informed her manager she
would use the employee’s chosen
name but would not “degrade my reli-
gious and moral beliefs by lying and
calling thisbiological girl ahe,”she told
USA TODAY.

Boden was fi�red. Her termination
notice cited “unwanted conduct di-
rected at an individual based on their
sex, which includes sexual orienta-
tion, gender identity, gender expres-
sion or transgender status.” She says
her terminationwas religious discrim-
ination.

Boden is at the forefront of a grow-
ing confl�ict between religious free-
doms and transgender and nonbinary
rights in the workplace.

While somesaycorrect pronounus-
age to affi�rm someone’s identity is a
matter of basic respect, others view
expectations they will use someone’s
chosen gender pronouns as an in-
fringementof their FirstAmendment’s
protection of religious freedom. The
standoff�hasonly intensifi�edas thepo-
litical and legal landscape has shifted.

When an employee objects on reli-
gious grounds to using a colleague’s
pronouns that are not consistent with
their sex assigned at birth, “you have a
clash of rights,” said Jonathan Segal, a
partner with the Duane Morris law
fi�rmwhoadvises companies onhow to
comply with discrimination laws.

“The question,” he said, “is which
one gives?”
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trans,
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PHOENIX – In early July, a storm dumped as much as 20 inches of rain in parts of

central Texas, the equivalent of months’ worth of rain. It swelled the Guadalupe

River with such devastating force that at least 130 people died in the fl�ooding, in-

cluding dozens of children. h Amid the grief and confusion, blame emerged in an

unexpectedplace.Asmall cloud-seedingfl�ight conductedbyastartupnamedRain-

maker twodays prior became the target of unfounded accusations. Elected offi�cials

andonline infl�uencers questionedwhether the operation triggered orworsened the

deluge. h The fl�ight, more than 100 miles away and lasting about 20 minutes, re-

leased 70 grams of silver iodide into a set of clouds and prompted a drizzle that

produced less than half a centimeter of rain on farmlands struggling with drought.

Scientists said the distance made it scientifi�cally impossible for the small seeding

event to have played a role in the fl�ooding. Even if it had, it would have been an

insignifi�cant amount of rain.

A technician works at a cloud-seeding generator high atop the Sierra. Five cloud-seeding generators seed storms with
silver iodide particles, enhancing ice particle formation in storm clouds and boosting the snowpack for the Tahoe-Truckee
area. JASON BEAN/RENO GAZETTE JOURNAL FILE

Extreme events, such as Texas fl�ooding in
July, often stir up long-running conspiracies
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