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Rice’s Market announces
permanent closure
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Rice’s Market in Solebury is closing

at the end of its 2026 season. Its last day will be
MICHELE C. HADDON / BUCKS COUNTY COURIER TIMES

The century-old Solebury flea market will close Dec. 29

Michele Haddon
Bucks County Courier Times
USA TODAY NETWORK

It’s the end of an era for a popular
longstanding flea market in Bucks
County.

Rice’s Market, a longstanding in-
door-outdoor market on Greenhill Road
in Solebury, is permanently shutting
down at the end of the season, accord-
ing to an announcement posted to its
Facebook page on Oct. 6.

“After over a hundred years of being
part of this community, we have made

the difficult decision to close our doors
at the end of the year,” the post read in
part, adding that the market will con-
tinue with its normal schedule through
its last day on Dec. 29.

On Tuesday morning, office manager
Kathy Bowland confirmed the closure.

The announcement didn’t elaborate
on the decision to close other than citing
a changing economy.

“The market and economy changed
over the last few years but the golden
years of before sunrise Tuesdays, Satur-
days and the great chaos that was a
Black Friday will never be forgotten.

Porkroll, egg and cheese sandwiches
on a perfect Kaiser roll, the echo of
“Pretzels... Fresh squeezed lemonade!”
throughout the market and so many
high school kids’ first job selling sodas
out of coolers will be a core memory of
the 90s and early 2000s,” it read.

Reporter Michele Haddon covers lo-
cal news, small business, food and
drink, economic revitalization, art
and culture for The Intelligencer and
Bucks County Courier Times at Philly-
Burbs.com. Please consider supporting
local journalism with a subscription.

One year
on, Trump’s
Gaza plan
stalled

Deal hasn’t halted
Israeli fire or
disarmed Hamas

REUTERS

JERUSALEM - President Donald
Trump’s year-old plan to end the Gaza
war has stalled, with Israel mounting
near-daily attacks and occupying
around two-thirds of the shattered en-
clave where Palestinians face dire con-
ditions.

The initial phase resulted in a cea-
sefire on Oct. 10, 2025, and secured the
release of the last remaining hostages
seized in Hamas’ 2023 attacks on Isra-
el, along with freedom for hundreds of
Palestinian prisoners and detainees
held by Israel.

But other goals, including disarm-
ing Hamas, securing Israeli withdraw-
al and rebuilding Gaza, appear far from
reach.

What was in the plan?

The first phase of Trump’s 20-point
plan included a suspension of all mil-
itary operations, Israeli withdrawal
from part of the enclave, hostage and
prisoner releases and a surge in aid.

Later phases foresaw Hamas dis-
arming and new governance by a Pal-
estinian body overseen by the Trump-
led Board of Peace. Israel would gradu-
ally withdraw, handing territory to a
temporary International Stabilization
Force, or ISF.

“Gaza will be redeveloped for the
benefit of the people of Gaza, who have
suffered more than enough,” the plan
said.

Has the ceasefire held?

There has been no return to full-
scale military operations, but Israeli
strikes have continued. Gaza’s health
ministry says at least 1,400 Palestin-
ians have been killed since the October
2025 ceasefire, many of them women
and children, although it does not dis-
close militant casualties.

Israel says its strikes have targeted
Hamas, accusing the group of trying to
carry out attacks and rearm. Hamas
denies this.

See GAZA, Page 2A

Teens allegedly attempted to bring guns, drugs to football game

Jo Ciavaglia
Bucks County Courier Times
USA TODAY NETWORK

Bristol Township police and school
officials are crediting a district no-back-
pack policy with stopping teens from
bringing marijuana and firearms into a
home football game at Harry S Truman
High School on Friday.

The two unidentified teens, one a
Truman student, are facing criminal

charges in juvenile court, Bristol Town-
ship police confirmed.

The incident happened Oct. 2 at the
Truman Tigers game against Springfield
High School. School employees turned
the teens away when they attempted to
enter the stadium with backpacks, po-
lice and district officials said in separate
press releases.

After the students were turned away
at the gate, they left the backpacks on
school property and reentered the

event. School employees later found the
backpacks containing marijuana, an air
soft gun and a firearm inside and called
police.

The teen suspects were identified
and taken into custody. No firearms
were discharged and no threats were re-
ported, Bristol Township Superinten-
dent Michael Nitti said in a community
message to parents on Saturday.

Neither press release said where the
teens obtained the firearm or why they

brought it to the game. The incident re-
mains under police investigation.

“We are grateful for the vigilance of
our administrative team in identifying
and safely addressing this situation, as
well as for the support and cooperation
of the Bristol Township Police Depart-
ment in helping to keep our school com-
munity safe,” Nitti said.

Crime and Courts Reporter Jo Ciava-
glia can be reached at jciavaglia@gan-
nett.com
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