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Eagles find hidden
gems in NFL draft
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Bucks park dedicated
to girl murdered in 1986

/
(

L

before her family, community, and Falls Township police at the dedication ceremony to honor Tina’s memory in

Falls Township on April 24. DANIELLA HEMINGHAUS/BUCKS COUNTY COURIER TIMES

Jo Ciavaglia
Bucks County Courier Times
USA TODAY NETWORK

The life of Tina Severns ended on a
Bucks County roadside in the late sum-
mer of 1986 when a man pretending to
be someone the 13-year-old was taught
she could trust raped and killed her.

Forty years later, her family has
learned many people still remember Ti-
na and her tragic story.

People they didn’'t know, including a
Falls Township police officer who only
knew about Tina from what he read in
old case files, but felt compelled to do
something to make sure she is never for-
gotten.

After two years of planning, Falls
Township capped National Crime Vic-
tims’ Rights Week by unveiling the Tina
Severns Memorial Park on April 24.

The rectangle-shaped lot sits at the
corner of West Trenton Avenue and
Sweetbriar Drive next to the Wellington
Woods apartment complex. The Metz
family, who operate Grand Affair Party
Rental, donated the property.

A park bench faces West Trenton Av-
enue. Behind it stands a plaque with Ti-
na’s photo and her story. To the side is a
metal sign with a butterfly.

This park is the first in the township
dedicated to a crime victim, Falls Police

See DEDICATION, Page 2A
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Tina Severns in her middle school
picture in 1986. Tina was 13 when she
was kidnapped, raped, beaten and
left to die in a drainage ditch in

Falls Township.

PROVIDED BY FALLS TOWNSHIP POLICE

Surreal
scene in
briefing
room after
DC shooting

Zac Anderson and Bart Jansen
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON - Late on April 25,
the White House press briefing room
became a surreal refuge for its usual
press corps - still dressed in tuxedos
and evening gowns — after one of the
year’s most anticipated parties sud-
denly became a crime scene.

President Donald Trump in black
tie had been evacuated from the
Washington Hilton, where a gunman
opened fire outside a ballroom filled
with high-ranking officials and mem-
bers of the media. Back safe at the
White House, the president was
flanked by Cabinet members who typi-
cally gather during business hours to
discuss drier matters like tariffs or ag-
riculture policy.

Vice President JD Vance, FBI Direc-
tor Kash Patel, acting Attorney General
Todd Blanche and Homeland Security
Secretary Markwayne Mullin joined
Trump on the stage of the briefing
room. First lady Melania Trump stood
to the side with Press Secretary Karo-
line Leavitt, Secretary of War Pete
Hegseth and Secretary of State Marco
Rubio.

Reporters had rushed to the briefing
from the White House Correspon-
dents’ Dinner - the women in colorful
satin gowns, the men in black bow ties
and shiny tuxedos - assembling to
make sense of another story about po-
litical violence.

“I see so many tuxedos and beauti-
ful dresses. It was a little different eve-
ning than we thought but we’re going
to do it again,” the president said of the
dinner, insisting another would be
held within 30 days, bigger and better
than ever.

“I am ready, willing and able,”

See SHOOTING, Page 2A
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Months after leak found, jet fuel discovered in Upper Makefield wells

Jess Rohan
Bucks County Courier Times
USA TODAY NETWORK

Jet fuel has been detected in the well
of another Upper Makefield home, local
and state officials have confirmed.

A private well in the Mount Eyre area,
where a jet fuel leak was discovered in a
pipeline last year, tested positive for
separate-phase liquid last month, a De-
partment of Environmental Protection
spokesperson said this week.

BATH
FITTER"®

A second, monitoring well used by
the pipeline companies as they clean up
the leak — which may have been spilling
petroleum into ground water for more
than 16 months prior to its discovery —
also tested positive for jet fuel April 1.

Since there’s no acceptable limit for
jet fuel in groundwater, any such con-
tamination must be addressed, said Ro-
byn Briggs, the DEP spokesperson.

At least a dozen wells that Mount

See LEAK, Page 2A

The new discovery
of jet fuelina
private well shows
the pipeline
companies need to
do more to clean up
their leak, Upper
Makefield's manager
said.
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0% INTEREST FOR 18 MONTHS®
267-376-1701 | bath-fitter.com/18save

Hub-to-shower conversions and fiberglass replacements typically require a two-day installation. Lifetime warranty valid for as long as you own your home. *Offer ends 5/1/26. All offers apply to a complete Bath Fitter system only and must be
presented and used at time of estimate. Minimum purchase required. Terms of promotional financing are 18 months of no interest from the date of installation and minimum deposit. Interest accrues from date of purchase but is waived if paid
in full within 18 months. Monthly payments are required during the 18 months, and making only the required monthly payments will not pay off the amount financed. See representative for details. Qualified buyers only. May not be combined
with other offers or applied to previous purchases. '$1,500 off qualifying projects; discount applied to contract price before tax. Valid only at select Bath Fitter locations. Offers and warranty subject to limitations. Fixtures and features may be

different than pictured. Accessories pictured are not included. Some Plumbing work done by P.U.L.S.E. Plumbing. MD Licensed Plumber #17499, NJ Plumbing Lic. # 36BI01065500, DE MPL #PL-0002303, MD Licensed Plumber #82842, IL MPL
#058-120395, VA MPL #2710064024, IA MPL #25077, OH Plumbing Contractor’s License #37445, SD MPL #CLS-MD-R0823-19-2078C, WV MPL #PL07514, Ml MPL #8111651, MI CL #8111651, PA HIC #PA017017, NJ HIC #13VH03073000, WV
HIC #WV053085, MHIC # 129436, VA HIC #2705155694, IA CR #C132306, IA CL #52609-CL, IL CL #055-043646, NE CR #52729-24, WV HIC #WV038808, MHIC # 129995, VA HIC #2705146537, DC HIC #420213000044. Each Franchise

Independently Owned and Operated by Bath Saver, Inc, lowa Bath Solutions, LLC, Ohio Bath Solutions, LLC, Mid Atlantic Bath Solutions, LLC.

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print newspaper. Enjoy every page by going to
buckscountycouriertimes.com/enewspaper or scan this code on your mobile device. You will also find late

news and sports in the bonus sections. Check it out today!
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