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The federal government has prom-
ised $600 million toward replacing the
old, cracked and worn Pennsylvania
Turnpike Bridge that links Pennsylva-
nia to New Jersey.
“The funding will advance … replac-

ing the existing 1956 Delaware River
Bridge, a critical crossing connecting

Bucks County, Pennsylvania to Burling-
ton County, New Jersey,” said U.S. Sen.
Dave McCormick, R-Pa.
McCormick and U.S. Sen. John Fet-

terman, D-Pa., delivered a joint an-
nouncement on March 28.
“This $600million investment is one

of the most consequential infrastruc-
ture commitments in Pennsylvania’s
history, andwe are proud to have fought
to secure this funding by writing direct-
ly to Transportation Secretary Duffy to

make the case for why the Delaware
River Bridge deserves federal invest-
ment,” the senators wrote.
“TheDelawareRiverBridge isnot just

a Pennsylvania asset; it is a backbone of
our national freight and passenger
transportation network. This funding
will make it safer and more resilient for
the commuters, families, and business-
es that depend on it every single day.”

Feds promise $600M
for PA Turnpike bridge

The Delaware River Bridge rises over several Lower Bucks neighborhoods, such as this one along North Radcliffe Street in
Bristol Township. The Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission has not said which neighborhoods will be affected if a second
span is built. JD MULLANE/BUCKS COUNTY COURIER TIMES

JD Mullane
Bucks County Courier Times
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Emails from Quakertown Commu-
nity School District, the police depart-
ment, and the borough council reveal
moreofwhat town leaderswere saying
and doing before and after the student
walkout that led to a police confronta-
tion and student arrests.
The Feb. 20 high school walkout to

protest immigration control policies
ignited outrage after viral videos
showed about a dozen students fight-
ing with borough police Chief Scott
McElree, who charged into the crowd
dressed in plainclothes and put one
student in a chokehold during the me-
lee. Several students were arrested
and charged, andMcElree remains out
on workers’ compensation after re-
portedly being injured in the clash.
Emails to and from the police chief,

obtained through a Right to Know re-
quest, in the days after the walkout
mirror the division and anger that has
permeated among residents. In some,
the chief expresses an idea shared by
many people who approved of his ac-
tions: that the chief ’s supporters are
local, and his critics are outsiders.
The police chief has not returned

multiple requests for comment since
the walkout.

Quakertown chief defends
use of force after walkout

On the Monday after the walkout,
McElree emailed his officers and de-
fended the use of force, noting that the
borough had requested that the dis-
trict attorney investigate the police
handling of the walkout. “I have no

Chief warns
officers of
‘evil sect’
following
walkout
Jess Rohan
Bucks County Courier Times
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QUAKERTOWN

Bitcoin, Halloween candy, pet food
and exercise equipment could all get a
sales tax holiday if Pennsylvania law-
makers can, for the first time in the
state’s history, succeed in passing legis-
lation to pull it off.

Pennsylvania has never had a time-
stamped sales tax break, where compa-
nies — largely retailers — would not
have sales and use taxes on specific
items. The state does already have per-
manent, product-based exemptions for
essential items like food, clothing and
medication.
House Republicans rolled out the tax

holiday proposals as a package through
a series of memos. Official legislation
has not been introduced.
Pennsylvania’s 6% sales and use tax

goes to the state’s general fund to sup-
port basic services like public safety,
education and infrastructure. It brought
in $14.7 billion in the last fiscal year, ac-
cording to the state’s Department of

Revenue.
“The department has not been asked

to analyze any of the recent proposals
for Sales & Use Tax holidays,” Brandi
DeAngelo, deputy communications di-
rector for the revenue department,
wrote in an email response to questions

What a Pennsylvania sales tax holiday could cover
Mark Walters
USA TODAY NETWORK

See SALES TAX, Page 2A

Sirianni hints at player that
forced offensive change
SPORTS, 1B

267-583-8047
20% off

Total Purchase*

+
$0 Money Down

+
18 months no interest**

Clog-free, maintenance
free gutters!

* This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Leafguard or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants
in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Previous/future purchases are not eligible for a discount or sale price adjustment. Sales tax does not qualify for
discount. This offer cannot be combined with any other sale, promotion, discount, code, coupon and/or offer. This promotion has no cash value. Leafguard reserves the right to end any promotion at any time without notice.
Offer ends 4/30/26.
** Plan 2531. Subject to credit approval. Interest rates range from 17.99% – 24.99%. Loan amount and rate will vary based on your income and creditworthiness. 18-month promotional period (“Promo Period”) during which
interest is billed but will be waived if the amount financed is paid in full before Promo Period expires. Monthly payments are not required during the Promo Period. Any unpaid balance and amounts owed after Promo Period
will be paid over 84 monthly payments. Offer expires 4/30/26. Leafguard of Michigan - 272300057 & 272300055. TriState Leafguard in Pennsylvania - PA 126357. Leafguard of Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania - PA126357.
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