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New York City Police Commissioner
Jessica Tisch has confirmed that two
Bucks County teens are being held as
suspects in an “ISIS-inspired act of ter-
rorism” that occurred March 8 at pro-

tests outside GracieMansion in the city.
Emir Balat, 18, and Ibrahim Kayumi,

19, are in custody for allegedly attempt-
ing to ignite the devices. Tisch said that
criminal complaints for the two are ex-
pected to be released later Monday.
Tisch said that FBI and NYPD spe-

cialists had analyzed the two home-
made devices ignited during the a clash

between an anti-Islam group and
counterprotesters just outside the
New York City mayor’s residence and
preliminary testing confirmed they are
no smoke bombs, but improvised ex-
plosive devices, “that could have
caused serious injury or death.”

2 Bucks men suspected
in ‘ISIS-inspired’ plot

A person flees after throwing a suspicious device during a protest organized by far-right influencer Jake Lang in New
York, in front of Gracie Mansion, New York mayor Zohran Mamdani’s official residence, in New York on March 7.
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FBI raids Bucks homes with possible links to explosives
identified at NYC mayor’s mansion protest

Jo Ciavaglia and JD Mullane
Bucks County Courier Times

USA TODAY NETWORK

See SUSPECTS, Page 5A

A Pennsylvania State Trooper was
shot and killed in the line of duty Sun-
day night during a traffic stop in West
Caln Township in Chester County.
Cpl. Timothy O’Connor was a 15-

year-veteran of the force and is sur-
vived by his wife and daughter, offi-
cials said.
Anunidentifiedmanshot andkilled

the trooper afterO’Connor stopped the
vehicle for a report of erratic driving
near Honey Brook around 8:25 p.m.
Authorities said the 32-year-old Ches-
ter County man then got our of the car
and shot and killed himself with a
semi-automatic pistol, authorities
said.
“Within seconds, as he approached

the car, the driver opened fire from in-
side the vehicle, struck him, just as he
approached the driver side fo the vehi-
cle,” said Lt. Col. George Bivens, acting
commissioner of the state police.
Gov. JoshShapiro called aO’Connor

a hero and said the state police family
had lost a son and Pennsylvania lost a
dedicated public servant.
“There aremany questions thatwill

go unanswered but the one thing we
absolutely know for certain is that
their son, their husband is a hero,”
Shapiro said he told the family. “He
died protecting others. That is some-
thing we’re profoundly grateful for to-
day.”
The State Police and the Chester

County Detectives are continuing to
investigate the shooting at Route 10
and Michael Road. Law enforcement
fromaround thestate, includingBucks
County, have posted condolences to
social media.
“Our hearts are heavy this morning

as we learned overnight that Pennsyl-
vania State Police Corporal Tim
O’Connor passed away after being
shot during a traffic stop in Chester

PA mourns
loss of state
trooper
killed in
line of duty
Bucks County Courier Times
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See TROOPER, Page 2A

In Pennsylvania it is not a crime to
stop someone from completing suicide,
but helping someone do can lead to
charges.

Assisting in suicide has been a crime
in Pennsylvania since 1973; the law was
updated in 2021 to create enhanced
penalties when the victim is under 18 or
has an intellectual disability. It can also
apply to survivors of a suicide pact.
But it is a rarely used felony charge.

Convictions are exceptionally rare for

defendants accused of aiding in the
death of another, according to available
state sentencing data.
Last month a Bensalem man was

chargedwith aiding in his elderlymoth-
er’s 2023 suicide, alongwith felonydrug
distribution and theft related offenses
in her death.

Bensalem police allege Lawrence
Huber purchased heroin at the request
of his mother, Anne Huber, 76, which
she allegedly used to fatally overdose,
according to court records.
Huber allegedly told police that his

Why assisting in a suicide is a rare charge in Pennsylvania
Jo Ciavaglia
Bucks County Courier Times

USA TODAY NETWORK

See SUICIDE, Page 2A

9 area wrestlers
capture gold medals
SPORTS, 1B

| bath-fitter.com/18save
†Tub-to-shower conversions and fiberglass replacements typically require a two-day installation. ‡Lifetime warranty valid for as long as you own your home. *Offer ends 7/31/26. All offers apply to a complete Bath Fitter
system only and must be presented and used at time of estimate. Minimum purchase required. Terms of promotional financing are 18 months of no interest from the date of installation and minimum deposit. Interest

accrues from date of purchase but is waived if paid in full within 18 months. Monthly payments are required during the 18 months, and making only the required monthly payments will not pay off the amount financed. See
representative for details. Qualified buyers only. May not be combined with other offers or applied to previous purchases. Valid only at select Bath Fitter locations. Offers and warranty subject to limitations. Fixtures and

features may be different than pictured. Accessories pictured are not included. Some Plumbing work done by P.U.L.S.E. Plumbing. MD Licensed Plumber #17499, NJ Plumbing Lic. # 36BI01065500, DE MPL #PL-0002303,
MD Licensed Plumber #82842, IL MPL #058-120395, VA MPL #2710064024, IA MPL #25077, OH Plumbing Contractor’s License #37445, SD MPL #CLS-MD-R0823-19-2078C, WV MPL #PL07514, MI MPL #8111651, MI CL

#8111651, PA HIC #PA017017, NJ HIC #13VH03073000, WV HIC #WV053085, MHIC # 129436, VA HIC #2705155694, IA CR #C132306, IA CL #52609-CL, IL CL #055-043646, NE CR #52729-24, WV HIC #WV038808, MHIC
# 129995, VA HIC #2705146537, DC HIC #420213000044. Each Franchise Independently Owned and Operated by Bath Saver, Inc, Iowa Bath Solutions, LLC, Ohio Bath Solutions, LLC, Mid Atlantic Bath Solutions, LLC.

0% INTEREST FOR 18 MONTHS*

OR SAVE 10%
267-376-1701


