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A long-time Bucks County organization dedi-
cated to promoting nonviolent solutions to con-
flicts has announced it will not close its doors fol-
lowing an outpouring of community support.
The Bucks County Peace Center in Langhorne

announced Wednesday, Sept. 24 that it has re-
scinded earlier plans to begin phasing out its oper-
ations this month after more than 40 years.
The outgoing board of directors also announced

that former Peace Center Executive Director Bar-
bara Simmons will step back into the role starting
Oct. 1. Simmons served as director for 29 years be-
fore retiring in 2020.
Simmons, who will serve on a voluntary basis,

said on Wednesday that after the center’s closure
announcement last month she submitted a pro-
posal to the outgoing board showing her plan to
keep the center from closing and it was accepted.
She has already started fundraising and is look-

ing at revamping some programs to expand inter-
est including pivot to afterschool programming
and offering continuing education credits for pro-

fessionals.
Another goal for Simmons is dispelling misinfor-

mation about nonviolence education.
“These peacebuilding skills are interpersonal

skills that will help (children) as they grow into
adults,” Simmons said. “If we are going to reduce vi-
olence in this country we needs these programs for
our children.”
Simmons will be supported by a new incoming

board of directors led by Barry Truchil, who has a
long history with The Peace Center as a former
board president and current member of the organi-
zation, the release said.
OutgoingExecutiveDirectorDannyThomasnoti-

fied supporters in August a “gradual phase out” of
The Peace Center operationswas set to start in Sep-
tember citing impending federal funding cuts for
programs that “build peace.”
Following the closure announcement, the Gene

and Marlene Epstein Humanitarian Fund offered to
match every donation to the Peace Center up to
$10,.000 to continue its operations, through its
“Building Peace: One Person, One School, One Com-
munity at a Time” campaign.

The Bucks County Peace Center in Langhorne which has promoted nonviolence education and activities in schools and
the community since 1982 has announced it will not be closing operations after all. BUCKS COUNTY COURIER TIMES FILE

Alyssa Wright, the former director
of pupil services at Central Bucks
School District, has filed a federal law-
suit, alleging wrongful termination,
discrimination and whistleblower re-
taliation in thewakeof the JamisonEl-
ementary child abuse investigations.
Wright was fired in August, having

been placed on leave inMay pending a
third-party investigation into the alle-
gations at theWarwick school. Central
Bucks officials accused Wright of fail-
ing to report child abuse concerns and
inadequate participation in the dis-
trict’s internal investigation.
No criminal charges have been filed

against any Central Bucks employees
related to the abuse allegations, and
none are expected following investiga-
tions by law enforcement.
Two independent reports conclud-

ed that students were improperly re-
strained, and that those restraints
weren’t properly reported as required
by state law. Staff with both the Penn-
sylvaniaDepartmentofEducationand
nonprofit Disability Rights Pennsylva-
nia,whichhas federal accessauthority
to investigate public agencies on be-
half of people with disabilities, inves-
tigated the Jamison claims and made
findings.

Ex-head of special ed
accused of failing to report
abuse in Central Bucks

Central Bucks officials alleged that
Wright failed her duty as a mandated
reporter by not reporting child abuse
concernsNov.14 after the support staff
union president called her about con-
cerns from personal care assistant
Alyssa Kline, who worked in a special
needs classroom at Jamison.
According to school officials’ ratio-

nale for Wright’s firing — included as
an exhibit in her lawsuit—Wright was
made aware of some of Kline’s allega-
tions on Nov. 14, and additional con-
cerns on Nov. 15.
Wright was accused of failing to re-

port abuse concerns to the state hot-
line, as school employees are legally
required to do, and of failing to “alert
Human Resources of the seriousness
of the abusive techniques Teacherwas
utilizing against the students” to “as-
sure the safety of students” in the
classroom.

Ex-head of
special ed
sues Central
Bucks district
Jess Rohan
Bucks County Courier Times
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Plans for the development of a new
warehouse in Buckingham could soon
be shelved.
Township officials announced that

an alternative plan is under review that
could end a years-long contentious bat-
tle over the redevelopment of the 58-
acre DiGirolamo Tract.
The latest proposal would make way

for the development of 40 single-family

homes, along with the preservation of
26 acres along Cold Spring Creamery
Road — replacing the developer’s origi-
nal push to construct a150,000-square-
foot warehouse with 30 truck bays.
“This will be far less impactful on our

roads and on our community,” township
Supervisor Paul Calderaio said in a
statement posted on Instagram follow-
ing the announcement. “While this pro-
posal is in its early stages, I believe it’s a
positive step forward and more in line
with the nature of our community.”
For more than a year, plans for the

proposed warehouse moved through
the land development process, meeting
fierce criticism from members of Stop
the Warehouse, a group formed by
neighboring residents largely con-
cernedabout its impact on traffic, safety
and the environment.
The warehouse plans was struck

down in July of 2024. Township super-
visors at the time voted 2-1 to deny the
application.
Within a few short weeks of the deci-

sion, appeals were filed with the Bucks
County Court of Common Pleas by Stop

the Warehouse and J.G. Petrucci Co.
against Buckingham Township.
These filings have since beenmerged

into one lawsuit. In August the three
partiesmet with Judge Denise Bowman
andagreed to explore alternatives, lead-
ing to discussions over the land’s poten-
tial use for housing and open space.
Township solicitor Craig Smith said

the new proposed option is currently in
preliminary discussion stages and will
require several steps for an agreement

Proposal may replace Buckingham warehouse development plan
Michele Haddon
Bucks County Courier Times
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Your Home is a Reflection of You.
Let’s Make it Shine.
Wish your home looked as beautiful on the outside as it feels on the inside? A new
roof, energy-efficient windows, or fresh siding can completely transform your curb
appeal and protect you for a lifetime—without the cost of buying new.

Right now, Victory Home Remodeling is offering
limited-time savings on your exterior replacement:

Thousands of Homeowners
Have Partnered With Victory.
HERE’S WHY YOU SHOULD TOO:

Named the #1 Mid-Sized
Remodeler to Work in Construction

– FORTUNE Magazine

Our customers’ likelihood
to recommend us to
friends and family is well
above industry average

4.7 Stars on Google

4.7

Buy One Window,
GET 40% OFF THE NEXT*

$1,000 OFF
ROOF OR SIDING*

$500 OFF
GUTTERS*

Book Your Free,
No-Obligation Estimate Today

*Limited to first four windows *Offers cannot be combined

100% LIFETIME WARRANTY | $0 MONEY DOWN
5-STAR INSTALLATION | RAVING FAN SERVICE

(267) 704-9876 victoryhomeremodeling.localconsumer.info A+ Rating with the
Better Business Bureau

Bucks County Peace
Center to remain open

Jo Ciavaglia
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