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C.W. Longer students win
rides to elementary school
by local first responders

By CoreTTE COSTLOW

again.

together in a Phoenix fire truck; Louis
Mathias, 6, and friend Theo Onichi,

6, rode in the back of a Hollidaysburg
police car. Every child said they want-
ed to ride in a first responder’s vehicle

FRIDAY

Kairo Stewart, 6, arrives at school
Thursday morning while his sis-
ter, Nevaeh Stewart, 11, follows
from a Phoenix Volunteer Fire
Department fire truck.

staff.

“It was something fun to experience.”
As an alternative to a tangible prize,
she said they’ll include student-based
experiences at next year’s raffle, based
on positive reactions from students and
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TAYLOR TOWNSHIP

Crowd
objects

to data
center

About 200 residents
turn out to oppose
facility proposed for
former Appvion mill

By WiLLiam KiBLER
bkibler@altoonamirror.com

About 200 people filled the
Friendship Volunteer Fire Com-
pany hall in Roaring Spring
Thursday for a required public
hearing concerning a potential
data center.

Taylor Township supervisors
discussed proposed amendments
to the township’s subdivision
and land development ordinance
(SALDO) designed to protect the
community from possible delete-
rious effects of a data center that
Terawatt Data Centers of New
York City wants to build at the
site of the former Appvion paper
mills.

All 23 speakers who came
to a podium and many others
who called out from the crowd
expressed opposition — towards
the end of the meeting demand-
ing that the supervisors sim-

“Not only does it give students a very
unique way to come to school, but it
highlights that sense of community

“Because it was fun,” Louis said.
At a Parent-Teacher Organization
tailgate party on Sept. 4, Kairo and

ply scrap the idea of regulating
against possible harms in favor of
a blanket prohibition on data cen-

ccostlow@altoonamirror.com

OLLIDAYSBURG — A quartet

of kids arrived at school in

style Thursday morning, roll-

ing up to Charles W. Longer
Elementary in a Phoenix Volunteer Fire
Department fire truck and a Hollidays-

burg Police Department car.

“It was fun, and it was a little bit
bumpy,” said 6-year-old Kairo Stewart.
Kairo and his sister, Nevaeh, 11, rode

brought his friend.

Louis both won the raffle prize, a ride to
school in a fire truck and a police car,
C.W. Longer PTO secretary Bailie
Stewart said. The PTO permitted each
winner to bring one guest, so Kairo
brought his older sister, while Louis

“It’s our different way to do some sort
of fun raffle that wasn’t a prize,” she said.

Keagy said.

that’s so prominent in Hollidaysburg
and here at Longer,” Principal Brian

As October is fire prevention month,
he said the students who rode in the
fire engine can also see the firefighter’s
equipment up close while learning about
fire safety in school.

See Arriving/Page A5

Grant to fund cameras at Central Court

By RacHeL Foor-MUSSELMAN
rfoor@altoonamirror.com

HOLLIDAYSBURG — Blair
County commissioners approved
Thursday morning a grant-
funded surveillance project,
which will add nine cameras to
the Central Court building.

Court administrator Sam
Dunkle told commissioners that
a nearly $19,000 grant awarded
to the county from the Admin-
istrative Office of Pennsylva-
nia Courts would cover the cost
of the camera installations in

“We’re really happy that the AOPC is
funding this because that really helps us
out. And obviously we had some security

issues.”

Amy Webster, Blair County commissioner

areas used for holding inmates
awaiting court proceedings at
the district magistrate’s office at
615 Fourth St.

There are no cameras in the
holding area where corrections

officer Rhonda Russell was shot A

on Nov. 17, 2021, before being pro-
nounced dead at UPMC Altoona.

“This will give us complete
coverage of the cells, the hall-
ways, the security officer,”

Dunkle said. “This will enhance
the safety and security of Central

and Laura Burke were happy
with the project’s progression,
with Burke saying, “It is nice to

that really helps us out,” Web-

Court.”
Commissioners Amy Webster

see this finally happen.”
“We're really happy that the
OPC is funding this because

ster said. “And obviously we had
some security issues.”

See Cameras/Page A5

ters — with some citing a recent
executive order from Gov. Josh
Shapiro as justification for the
demand.

State law doesn’t permit munic-
ipalities to “flatly prohibit uses”
of private property in the way
the residents were demanding,
but can only “regulate within the
bounds that the state allows,”
including by restrictions in
SALDOs, under the state’s Munic-
ipalities Planning Code, Fanelli
said.

While the executive order
states that the state Department
of Environmental Protection
must only review permit appli-
cations if developers have made
legally binding commitments to
meet the Governor’s Responsi-
ble Infrastructure Development
(GRID) Requirements and have
received local approval, it doesn’t
say that those municipalities can
withhold approval absolutely.

It does say that data center
developers must meet strict stan-
dards on energy affordability,
environmental protection, work-
force and economic development,
transparency and community
engagement.

See Data center/Page AS

Shapiro, Garrity face off in gubernatorlal debate

Candidates address
wide range of topics
affecting Pennsylvania

By Joun CoLE
The Center Square

Gov. Josh Shapiro and State
Treasurer Stacy Garrity faced off
in the lone gubernatorial debate

on Wednesday evening.

The two candidates covered a
wide range of topics, often finding
themselves at odds, during the
nearly hourlong event hosted by
Nexstar Media Inc. and moderat-
ed by ABC27’s Dennis Owens and
WPXTI’s Lisa Sylvester.

office in 2022, touted a variety of and painted the picture of prog-

investments his administration

Shaplro
Shapiro, who was elected to the has made in the past few years for small businesses, for seniors.

Garrity '

ress in Pennsylvania.

“I'm the only governor in the
country over the last four years
with a divided legislature: a Sen-
ate led by Republicans, House
led by Democrats,” Shapiro said.
“Yet I have found ways to bring
them together to cut costs.”

“We cut taxes 10 different times

We delivered the largest targeted
tax cut for seniors in more than

20 years, for families trying to
afford childcare, for startups, and
of course for working Pennsyl-
vanians,” he continued. “A mil-
lion working Pennsylvanians are
receiving up to 800 bucks back as
a result of their hard work, we're
just trying to help them make
ends meet.”

See Debate/Page A6
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NEW PRICE

114 Strafford Ct., Y/ 507 Garber St.,
Hollidaysburg é’ rone Hollidaysburg
4 BR, 5BA BR, 5.5 BA 3BR, 2BA
Over 4000 sq. ft. ver 6000 sq. ft. $429,000. #81207
$499,000. #31441 975,000. #81262

$149,900. #81469

NEW vPRICE

1201 Broadway,
Altoona
4BR,1BA

CHRISTINE BOULEY
300 Union Avenue, Altoona, PA 16602
814-946- 4343 Offlce* 814-330-3015 Cell

*
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