
Cicih Sukaesih in her bedroom in Banten, Indonesia, in December. Cicih’s fight against sweatshop conditions in the 1990s helped 
spark reform, but she paid a personal price.   Photos by Muhammad Fadli, for ProPublica

Cicih Sukaesih led fellow 

Indonesian workers in a 

strike in the ’90s, part of a 

movement that led Nike to 

improve factory conditions.

Matthew Kish   The Oregonian/OregonLive

Once a month, American labor activ-
ist Jim Keady logs into Remitly, an app for 
transferring money abroad, at his New Jer-
sey home and sends $100 to a former Nike 
factory worker in Indonesia.

Cicih Sukaesih helped bring the world’s 
attention to the lives of the young women 
in poor countries who made sneakers in the 
1990s, first by organizing a strike and later 
by marching onto Nike’s bucolic corporate 
campus in Oregon to demand a meeting 
with co-founder Phil Knight.

Her story — at a time of police and mili-
tary harassment of labor organizers abroad 
— caught the attention of The New York 
Times and other news organizations. It 
also helped inform a generation of workers 
about their rights.

“She helped to birth, I would argue, the 
Indonesian trade union movement within 
Nike’s supplier factories,” Keady said.

But media attention and accolades don’t 
pay the bills. Cicih had trouble finding work 

following her 1990s activism. (Cicih prefers 
to go by one name. It’s pronounced “Chee 
Chee.”)

Decades after her crusade faded from the 
headlines, Keady and other labor organiz-
ers began sending Cicih money to keep her 
afloat. “She took a stand and she was a rev-
olutionary,” Keady said. “And she has noth-
ing to show for it.”

Now 62, Cicih welcomed a reporter 
for The Oregonian/OregonLive into her 
home last year, part of a reporting trip that 
included interviews with about 100 workers 
who make Nike sneakers, mostly in Indone-
sia, which was ground zero for the decade of 
sweatshop criticism that stained Nike’s rep-

utation in the 1990s.
Cicih said she’s proud of the example 

she set by standing up to Nike. She said 
workers “became aware of their rights and 
aware of the law.”

“Many things changed,” she said.
The advocacy led to improvements, she 

said, including cracking down on child 
labor, installing better safety equipment 
and providing menstrual leave.

“Many of my friends,” Cicih said, 
“became brave enough to speak up.”

But she described her work as incom-
plete because problems linger, including 
chronically low wages.

SPORTS APPAREL GIANT

Voice of Indonesia labor movement 
now relies on donations to survive

Cicih during a visit to the United States to 
campaign for improvements in the labor 
practices of Nike suppliers.

Killings of Black Portlanders 

fell even more steeply than 

the overall decline.

Fedor Zarkhin   The Oregonian/OregonLive

Homicides of Black Portlanders 
plunged in 2025 even more steeply than an 
overall decline in killings, falling to num-
bers not seen since before the pandemic.

Homicides in Portland dropped from 
71 in 2024 to 51 in 2025, a 28% decline that 
reflected a nationwide downturn in violent 
crime. That brought last year’s homicides 
to just below the level they hit in 2020, the 
pandemic year when homicides spiked. 

The 12 Black Portlanders killed in 2025 
represented the lowest number since 
2019 — a 61% decrease from the 31 homi-
cides of Black people in 2024 and a 300% 
decrease from 47 in 2022, the year homi-
cides peaked in the city with 101 overall. 

Less than 6% of Portlanders are Black, 
and they continue to face a disproportion-
ate rate of homicides. In 2024, Black peo-
ple accounted for 44% of all homicide vic-
tims in Portland; in 2025 the rate was 24%.

Temporary order lasts 14 days; 

next hearing set for March 2.

Maxine Bernstein    
The Oregonian/OregonLive

A federal judge on Tuesday issued a 
temporary order prohibiting federal offi-
cers at Portland’s U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement building from 
directing tear gas, pepper balls, rubber 
bullets or other munitions at people unless 
they pose a direct and immediate threat.

“The Court finds that the repeated 
shooting and teargassing of nonviolent 
protesters at the Portland ICE Building 
will likely keep recurring,” U.S. District 
Judge Michael H. Simon wrote in a 22-page 
opinion. 

He noted that the “violence” by fed-
eral officers “is in no way isolated,” add-
ing: ”Similarly, statements made by DHS

ICE PROTESTS

Judge restricts 
federal use of tear 
gas, munitions

PUBLIC SAFETY

Homicides 
down 28% in 
Portland in 2025

ON OREGONLIVE

Indonesian wages: Nike says a typical fac-
tory worker at its overseas suppliers makes 
nearly double the minimum wage. But in 
Nike’s second-largest production hub, work-
ers said they make nothing near that. Read 
the story at bit.ly/4bF6Bvr.

Editor’s note: These reports were produced 
in partnership with ProPublica, a nonprofit 
newsroom that investigates abuses of power.
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SEE SPORTS APPAREL GIANT, A6

MORE INSIDE

 › Families describe ‘safe, peaceful’ protest 
before tear gas barrage at ICE.   A4

SEE PUBLIC SAFETY, A8

TRAIL BLAZERS FORWARD DENI AVDIJA 
WAS REWARDED FOR HIS EXCEPTIONAL 
FIRST HALF OF THE SEASON BY BEING 
NAMED TO THE ALL-STAR TEAM FOR 
THE FIRST TIME IN HIS CAREER .    B1

WHEN PREPPING YOUR HOME FOR 
SUPER BOWL LX, IT’S IMPORTANT TO 
HAVE A GAME PLAN. TODAY WE’VE GOT 
ALL THE TIPS, TRICKS AND RECIPES TO 
MAKE YOUR PARTY A WINNER.   C1
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SEE ICE PROTESTS, A2
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