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Ducks to face Oklahoma State
in first road game of season
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Cornucopia listed its downtown Eugene location for sale weeks after shutting the doors on its Springfield restaurant.

UP FOR SALE

Fifth Avenue Cornucopia looking
for buyer after Springfield closure

Miranda Cyr
Eugene Register-Guard
USA TODAY NETWORK

Cornucopia listed its downtown Eu-
gene location for sale weeks after shut-
ting the doors on its Springfield restau-
rant. Cornucopia will remain open on
Fifth Avenue for the time being.

Cornucopia, a small local chain of
restaurants known for its artisan bur-
gers and happy hour, has been a main-
stay with multiple locations across Eu-

gene and Springfield. Its first full-ser-
vice restaurant location, Cornucopia
Restaurant on 17th Avenue, opened 25
years ago.

In June, Cornucopia posted to Face-
book saying owners were exploring “op-
tions for Cornucopia’s future, including
the potential sale of one or more of our
restaurant locations.” That post was not
a closing announcement, but said Cor-
nucopia was seeking “the right path for-
ward — one that honors our staff, our
guests and the legacy we have all built

together.”

Two months later, it announced
that Cornucopia Main Street’s last day
of business would be Aug. 16, followed
by the announcement of the Fifth Ave-
nue location’s sale listing on Sept. 3.

Cornucopia Main Street Kitchen
Manager Samantha Gray previously
told The Register-Guard that the
Springfield closure was prompted by
the retirement of one of the owners.

According to listings on BuyBizSell
and LoopNet, the asking price for the
Fifth Avenue location is $150,000 with
another $95,000 ask to include all fur-
niture, fixtures and equipment.

See CORNUCOPIA, Page 4A

2 Beltline
interchanges
to close
throughout
September

Alan Torres
Eugene Register-Guard
USA TODAY NETWORK

The Oregon Department of Trans-
portation will close exits at two of Belt-
line Highway’s interchanges for over-
night construction for much of the
month starting Sept 8.

ODOT is repaving all eight ramps
connecting Beltline Highway to Co-
burg and River roads. Work is sched-
uled to conclude Sept. 22. Beltline
Highway will remain open to through
traffic during construction but indi-
vidual ramps will close intermittently
over that time.

Ramp closures will occur on week-
nights between 9 p.m. and 5 a.m.

ODOT’s closure schedule will in-
clude:

e Sept. 8: Westbound on-ramp
from Coburg Road, Exit 12.

e Sept. 9: Eastbound off-ramp to
Coburg Road, Exit 12.

e Sept. 10: Westbound off-ramp to
Coburg Road and eastbound on-ramp
from Coburg Road, Exit 12.

e Sept. 13: Westbound on-ramp
from River Road and eastbound off-
ramp to River Road, Exit 8.

e Sept. 14: Westbound off-ramp to
River Road, Exit 8.

e Sept. 15: Eastbound on-ramp
from River Road, Exit 8.

e Sept. 20-22: The westbound on-
and off-ramps at Coburg Road, Exit 12;
the eastbound off-ramp at Coburg
Road, Exit 12; and the eastbound on-
ramp at River Road, Exit 8.

Work is limited to repaving and
electrical work for the traffic signals at
the on and off ramps. ODOT does not
plan any design changes to the inter-
changes.

Alan Torres covers local govern-
ment for the Register-Guard. He can be
reached by email at atorres@register-
guard.com, on X @alanfryetorres or on
Reddit at u/AlfrytRG.

Incarcerated firefighters
serve on frontlines of
historic fire season

April Ehrlich

Oregon Public Broadcasting

Onamisty springday in Oregon’s Till-
amook State Forest, a group of incarcer-
ated men wearing yellow collared shirts
and hard hats gathered around an in-
structor warning them about the dan-
gers of an over-pressurized firefighting
hose.

Ifleft fortoolong, he said, ahose could
overheat and explode, leaving those
nearby with third-degree burns.

Such were the risks that these men
were willing to take to avoid sleeping ina
prison cell.

“It’s dangerous, but that's why we
train, and we train hard,” said Jason Rus-
sell, a 41-year-old from Salem incarcer-
ated at the South Fork Forest Camp, a

state prison.

In a few weeks, many of them would
be on fire lines alongside thousands of
other firefighters battling what would
become a record-breaking fire season in
Oregon.

Morethan2million acreshaveburned
in Oregon so far this year, breaking the
state’s record for acres burned. Firefight-
ers, including 218 incarcerated people,
have helped prevent most of the flames
from reaching residential towns so far.

But while most firefighters make $25
an hour on the fire line, Oregon’s incar-
cerated firefighters earn $25 a day. Dur-
ing a12-hour day, that amounts to about
$2 anhour. They can also earn amonthly
award based on their performance.

See FIREFIGHTERS, Page 3A
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Incarcerated people climb up a steep, fern-filled slope during a training exercise.
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