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Draft prospects,
college teams with
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scouting combine
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BEIJING – The families of two Amer-
icans imprisoned inChina formore than
a decade are urging President Donald

Trump to seek their re-
lease during his summit
with Chinese leader Xi
Jinping this week.

The cases involve
Dawn Michelle Hunt, 54,
a Chicago-area artist and
former flight attendant,
and Nelson Wells Jr., 52,

a Louisiana native and father of three,
whowere convicted on drug charges af-
terwhat their families saywere separate
“blind mule” scams in which they were
unknowingly used to carry narcotics.

For Trump, who has cast himself as a
dealmaker who brings Americans

home, securing the release of two ailing
U.S. prisoners would offer a gain from a
summit expected to be short on out-
comes amid tensions over trade, Iran
andTaiwan. For Beijing, a humanitarian
release of two Americans would be a
low-cost gesture that could buy good-
will with a mercurial U.S. president at a
sensitive moment in the relationship.

“With President Trump meeting
President Xi, our two families are writ-
ing letters – we’re asking, ‘Can you
please ask for the release of our loved
ones?’” said TimHunt, DawnMichelle’s
older brother.

“Hopefully, we can get those letters
delivered and read.”

Hunt said his sister is an artistic
“brainiac,” a highly intelligent person,
and former flight attendant with a

Push for Trump to free
ailing Americans in China

Cynthia and Nelson Wells Sr. hold a photo of Nelson Sr. with their son Nelson
Wells Jr., who has been imprisoned in China since 2014. EVAN GARCIA/REUTERS
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pressures is rising.”
The cost of energy, shelter and food also in-

creased over the month, while the price of new ve-
hicles and medical care declined, the agency said.

While elevated gas prices are one of the fastest
and most noticeable impacts of the war, John Gro-
ton, a sector lead for energy, materials and utilities
at Thrivent, said supply chain disruptions for fertil-
izers,metals and freight also riskdrivingup thecost
of groceries, housing and other consumer goods.

Core inflation, themetric excludingmore volatile
energy and food costs, rose 0.4% inApril, a bitmore
than it did in March or February and a surprise to
Principal Asset Management Chief Global Strate-
gist Seema Shah.

“While the pickup in headline inflation was ex-
pected, the upside surprise in core is more conse-
quential,”Shah said in anote toUSATODAY. “It ten-
tatively hints at broadening price pressures, some-
thing the Fed will be reluctant to dismiss.”

Americans already struggling with affordability
sawprices rise again in April as surging oil costs stem-
ming from the Iran war kept driving up prices at the
gas pump and affected supply chains for other goods.

The Bureau of Labor Statistics’ Consumer Price In-
dex, its measure of inflation, revealed prices rose 0.6%
fromMarch to April and were up 3.8% from a year ago.
Those readings came inabove forecasters’expectations
andmark inflation’s highest level in nearly three years.

A 5.4% rise in gas prices over themonth again drove
the increase, following a record 21.2% spike in March.
Over the year, gas prices are up 28.4%.

“American households continue to feel the brunt of
surging energy costs, adding to the deluge of inflation
they have weathered since the pandemic,” James
McCann, a senior economist of investment strategy at
Edward Jones said in anote toUSATODAY. “Moreover,
with the Strait of Hormuz still effectively shuttered,
the risk that we are not past the peak of these price
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A 5.4% rise in gas prices over the month again drove the increase, following a record 21.2% spike in March.
Over the year, gas prices are up 28.4%.MARIO TAMA/GETTY IMAGES
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The Pentagon revised the cost of
the war in Iran upward on May 12.

A week before, the Trump admini-
stration estimated the price tag at $25
billion.

“Nowwe think it’s closer to $29 bil-
lion,” Jules Hurst III, the Pentagon’s
acting comptroller, told a House Ap-
propriations subcommittee.

The figure reflects the cost of the
nine-week war so far and does not in-
clude projected future expenditures.
Hurst said the revision came from up-
dated figures on operational costs and
equipment repair and replacement.He
said$24billionhas gone towardmuni-
tions and equipment.

The Pentagon is seeking $1.5 trillion
in the next federal budget and more
than $200 billion in supplemental
funding from Congress.

Minnesota Rep. Betty McCollum,
the subcommittee’s Democratic rank-
ingmember, askedwhether the Penta-
gon has a “plan B” if Congress does not
authorize the budget request. Secre-
tary of War Pete Hegseth, formally
known as the Secretary of Defense, re-
sponded that the Trump administra-
tion has “a plan” for shifting the ap-
proach in Iran, depending on how
events unfold.

“Wehaveaplan to escalate if neces-
sary. We have a plan to retrograde if
necessary. We have a plan to shift as-
sets. Certainly in this setting, we
wouldn’t reveal what the next steps
may be,” he said.

A day before, President Donald
Trump rejected an offer from Iran to
reopen the Strait of Hormuz, slam-
ming the Islamic country’s peace pro-
posal as “TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE”
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