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VINTON COUNTY

Gary Siders Sr. appears for a competency hearing in Vinton County Common Pleas Court Sept. 9, in McArthur, Ohio. The
hearing was held in Laina Featheroff Rogers courtroom. DORAL CHENOWETH/COLUMBUS DISPATCH

Child abuse case against
erandfather dismissed

Bethany Bruner
Newark Advocate
USA TODAY NETWORK

The criminal case against the grand-
father of 16 children found living in a
Vinton County home will not move for-
ward.

In an Oct. 6 entry, Vinton County

Common Pleas Judge Laina Fetherolf

Rogers said charges against Gary Siders
Sr., 73, have been dismissed.

Siders appeared in court Sept. 9 to
discuss a psychological evaluation done
in his case. At that time, the attorneys
agreed Siders was not mentally compe-
tent to stand trial.

Siders faced 10 felony and six misde-
meanor charges of endangering chil-
dren.

The Oct. 6 court record says the case
is dismissed without prejudice, mean-
ing it could be refiled at a later date.
That is unlikely given what Siders’ at-
torney has described as his mental
state. Dorian Baum said his client is
unable to directly answer questions,
has memory issues and has not been

See CASE, Page 2A

Perry Co. treatment court recognized
for addressing mental health

Dave DeMille
Zanesville Times Recorder
USA TODAY NETWORK

Six Perry County residents are get-
ting a second chance through a court
program designed to address mental
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health challenges, and now that effort
has earned statewide recognition.

The Mental Health Specialized
Docket in Perry County Common Pleas
Court has earned final certification
from the Supreme Court of Ohio Com-
mission on Specialized Dockets.

The certification recognizes the
court’s compliance with statewide
standards for treatment-focused court
programs, according to a community
announcement. Specialized dockets,

See PERRY CO., Page 2A

MUSKINGUM COUNTY

County
creates first
Youth Poet
Laureate
program

Dave DeMille
Zanesville Times Recorder
USA TODAY NETWORK

The Muskingum County Arts Coun-
cil has launched its first Youth Poet
Laureate program for the 2026-27
term, creating a new opportunity for
young writers to showcase their work
and community involvement.

Organizers said the program aims
to elevate youth voices while recog-
nizing young writers who demon-
strate civic engagement, community
service and a commitment to equity.
The initiative is being presented in
partnership with Urban Word and
sponsored by the Ohio Arts Council,
according to a community announce-
ment.

The local program joins a broader
national effort founded by Urban
Word. The National Youth Poet Laure-
ate Program is supported by organiza-
tions including the Library of Con-
gress, the National Endowment for the
Arts and the Academy of American Po-
ets.

“This program is a fantastic oppor-
tunity to showcase the creativity and
community leadership of our county’s
youth,” said Joshua Prentice, execu-
tive director of the Muskingum County
Arts Council. “Poetry has a unique
power to bridge divides and inspire
change, and we are eager to give our
young leaders a platform to shape the
conversation.”

Organizers said the selected youth
poet laureate will receive opportuni-
ties for mentorship and artistic devel-
opment beyond the title itself.

According to the announcement,
Muskingum County is among a limited
number of Ohio communities partici-
pating in a local partnership connect-
ed to the National Youth Poet Laureate
Program.

Additional information, including
submission guidelines and program
benefits, is available at artsmuskin-
gum.com.

This story was produced with the
assistance of Artificial Intelligence
(AI). Journalists were involved in every
step of the review, editing and publish-
ing process. Learn more at cm.usato-
day.com/ethical-conduct.
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