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Program gives struggling
artists $1,000 a month
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A few commissions, contracts, sales or cancellations can dramatlcally change what artists earn in a given year.
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The result: freedom and
time to focus on their art

Joanna Woronkowicz
Indiana University

and Doug Noonan
Indiana University Indianapolis
THE CONVERSATION

Though artificial intelligence is mak-
ing it easier than ever to produce im-
ages, music and text, the technology is
also making it harder for the people who
have traditionally produced this work to
earn a living.

A photographer who once was com-
missioned to make art for an advertising
campaign is now competing with graph-
ics produced by the AI image generator
Midjourney. A novelist who used to
make money on the side as a technical
writer is seeing that work be replaced by

The program selected
artists through a weighted
lottery. It adopted an
expansive definition of
“artist.” Anyone engaged in
artistic, cultural or
community-centered
creative practices - such
as musicians, storytellers
or muralists - was eligible
to apply.

a series of prompts in ChatGPT.
The extent to which AI will upend
creative work remains unsettled. But

that uncertainty has made guarantee-
ing income for creatives a more viable
policy idea.

In fact, creatives in New York re-
cently participated in the largest basic
income program for artists in U.S. his-
tory, the Guaranteed Income for Art-
ists initiative.

Spearheaded by Creatives Rebuild
New York and primarily funded by the
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, the
program gave 2,400 artists across New
York state $1,000 a month beginning in
June 2022. There were no work re-
quirements and no restrictions on how
the money could be spent. The pro-
gram sought to improve the financial
stability of artists and encourage the
public to see them as workers who de-
serve a stable income and social sup-
port.

See PROGRAM, Page 4A

Circuit Court: FL WOKE
law ruled unconstitutional

Majority says it violates
free speech protections

Stephany Matat
USA TODAY NETWORK — FLORIDA

Florida’s law limiting race-based
trainings or instruction still can’t be en-
forced, after a sharply divided three-
judge appeals court panel ruled that the
law violates the First Amendment rights

of students and professors.

The 2-1 majority of the 1ith U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals contended that
the law suppresses political viewpoints
in academic settings that are contrary to
those of Florida officials, and that the
law would “create a new rule that would
quietly remove all free speech protec-
tions from the classroom,” wrote Judge
Britt Grant, who was appointed by

See LAW, Page 2A

Florida Attorney General James
Uthmeier called the court’s ruling
“totally incoherent and inconsistent
with the intent of the First
Amendment.”
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The Rapid Support Forces, which are
battling the Sudanese army in a civil
war, committed the crimes in
al-Fashir in north Darfur, the U.N.
Fact-Finding Mission for Sudan
found. AMR ABDALLAH DALSH/REUTERS FILE

Probe:
Actions by
Sudan force
amount to
genocide

Olivia Le Poidevin
REUTERS

GENEVA - Members of Sudan’s RSF
carried out mass Kkillings, abductions
of women and girls, mass gang rapes
and forced starvation in a city they be-
sieged and captured last year, as part
of an intentional policy amounting to
genocide, a U.N. probe said July 8.

The Rapid Support Forces, which
are battling the Sudanese army in a
civil war, committed the crimes in al-
Fashir in north Darfur, which they cap-
tured last year after a long siege, the
U.N. Fact-Finding Mission for Sudan
found.

Survivors described to the mission
being raped in rooms where bodies of
recently killed civilians, including

See GENOCIDE, Page 2A
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