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SNAP cuts hit more
than 100,000 Ohioans

Samantha Hendrickson
and Esther Launstein
Columbus Dispatch

USA TODAY NETWORK

More than 100,000 Ohioans are no
longer receiving government help to
buy food after federal overhauls to the
Supplemental Nutritional Assistance
Program.

According to state data, 137,000 few-

er Ohioans were enrolled in SNAP from
July 2025, when President Donald
Trump signed the One Big Beautiful Bill
Act, through July 2026. That includes
roughly 60,000 children, and under
drastic changes to the program’s eligi-
bility requirements, likely veterans,
young people aging out of foster care,
and certain noncitizen populations.
Theloss comes at a time when Amer-
icans, regardless of financial status, are

struggling to afford basic needs like gro-
ceries, rent, utilities and health care.
Since 2019, at-home food costs have ris-
en 33%. According to the Economic Pol-
icy Institute, the average cost of grocer-
ies per month for a single person in
Franklin and Hamilton counties is more
than $350. The average monthly SNAP
benefit for an Ohio household is $191.

See SNAP CUTS, Page 6A

A Stark Area Regional Transit Authority bus pulls into the Phyllis Beyers Alliance Transit Center in Alliance.
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Voters to decide SARTA sales
tax renewal to keep bus service

Robert Wang
Canton Repository
USA TODAY NETWORK

CANTON - The future of Stark Area
Regional Transit Authority is again on
the ballot for the Nov. 3 general election.

SARTA is asking voters to renew the
existing 0.25% sales tax for another 10
years to continue funding bus service
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Approval would not increase what
shoppers now pay when purchasing
taxable items in Stark County.

If voters decline to renew the tax,
collections would end on June 30 and
the sales tax rate would drop by 0.25%.
Because of a three-month lag in pay-
ments, SARTA’'s sales tax payments
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would end in September.

SARTA, which has about 200 em-
ployees and provides about 1.4 million
rides a year, “can’t function without it,”
said SARTA CEO Ralph Lee. The agency
“would be out of business in a couple of
months if (we) don’t have the sales tax
to continue to come in.”

See SARTA, Page 6A
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*This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. The following persons are not
eligible for this offer: employees of Leafguard or affiliated companies or entities, their
immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation
within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Previous/
future purchases are not eligible for a discount or sale price adjustment. Sales tax does
not qualify for discount. This offer cannot be combined with and other sale, promotion,
discount, code, coupon or offer. This promotion has no cash value. Leafguard reserves
the right to end any promotion at any time without notice. Expires 10/31/26.

** Plan 2531. Subject to credit approval. Interest rates range from 17.99% - 29.99%.
Loan amount and rate will vary based on your income and creditworthiness. 18-month
promotional period (“Promo Period”) during which interest is billed but will be waived
if the amount financed is paid in full before Promo Period expires. Monthly payments
are not required during the Promo Period. Any unpaid balance and the amounts owed
after Promo Period will be paid over 84 monthly payments. Appointment must be
scheduled by 10/31/26, to take advantage of offer.

Detour during
Jackson Twp.
roundabout
construction
to begin soon

Aaron Hughes
Canton Repository
USA TODAY NETWORK

JACKSON TWP. - Construction of a
new roundabout in Jackson Township
will begin Oct. 16.

The new roundabout will be at state
Route 241 (Wales Avenue NW) and
Shuffel Street NW near the Akron-
Canton Airport.

The Ohio Department of Transpor-
tation project is one of eight the agen-
cy planned this year in Stark County.
The state is investing nearly $36 mil-
lion in roadway improvements, signal
upgrades, lane additions and other
projects this year.

When does roundabout
construction begin?

According to a Facebook post by the
Jackson Township Board of Trustees,

See ROUNDABOUT, Page 5A
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