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Madison Sheahan, flanked by Anthony Campbell, left, and Derek Merrin, answers a question during a
candidate forum in Toledo of Republican candidates running for Ohio’s 9th Congressional District.

Candidates talk policies, goals

5 GOP hopefuls running for chance to take on Kaptur

By ALICE MOMANY
BLADE POLITICS WRITER

As Ohio’s primary Elec-
tion Day inches closer, Re-
publican candidates run-
ning for Ohio’s 9th Con-
gressional District are try-
ing to prove they have

what it takes to unseat the
longest-serving woman in
Congress.

On Monday night, all
five Republican candidates
running to be the GOP’s
nominee to take on U.S.
Rep. Marcy Kaptur (D.,

THE BLADE/KURT STEISS
U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. Alea Nadeem shares her
thoughts on topics at Monday’s event.

PRIMARY ELECTION LESS THAN MONTH AWAY
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Toledo) participated in a
forum discussing a wide
range of topics including
immigration and sanctu-
ary cities, data centers,
economic development,
and the federal govern-
ment’s growing deficit.

The forum was hosted
by VoteR PAC, a local
group dedicated to increas-
ing Republican turnout.

In response to various
questions, each candidate

See CANDIDATE, Page A4
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State Rep. Josh Williams of Sylvania Township
promises to stick to his values if elected.

Colleges help dropouts re-enroll

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — After
several deaths in her fam-
ily and an eviction that left
her homeless, Jevona
Anderson’s life began to
unravel. By 2025, Ms.
Anderson — then 59 and

‘Stopout’ return rate rising

nearing completion of her
bachelor’s degree — was
failing classes and falling
behind on bhills. Eventually,
she dropped out, joining a

growing group of students
who have left college be-
fore finishing.

Often referred to as
“stopouts,” the group in-

cludes about 38 million
working-age adults in the
United States. In many
cases, they have student
loans to pay but lack the
credential of a degree to

See STOPOUTS, Paae A6

City leaders
weighinon
takedown

Police release video of
Toledo teen’s arrest

By ALEX BRACKEN
BLADE STAFF WRITER

Toledo City Council Presi-
dent Vanice Williams said a
police officer’s takedown of
a 15-year-old girl was un-
necessary, based on her re-
view of body and dash cam-
era footage.

The Toledo Police Depart-
ment released the footage
to the public Tuesday eve-
ning.

Ms. Williams said at a
news conference Tuesday
morning that she believes
the stop was unwarranted
and that the teenagers were
being compliant with the
officer’s orders.

“That incident did not
have to happen; that stop
did not have to happen,”
she said. “On that body
[camera] and dash [cam-
era] footage ... I saw these
kids that were walking —
jaywalking’ — in the street,

move to the side when the
police car came up to the
street, and they didn’t just
ride by.”

The girl was arrested af-
ter she did not give the offi-
cer her name or date of
birth and asked for her
mother to be present. Ms.
Williams demanded the
charges against the girl be
dropped.

“I saw a young man com-
plying with every order
from the officer. ... I saw
young ladies asking to call
their mothers, and then I
saw a man, a grown man,
take his body and throw a
young woman on the floor
because she didn’t give her
first name.”

Released footage and vid-
eos shared on Facebook by
the girl’s mother show the
officer pushing the girl

See POLICE. Paae A4
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U.S., Iran consider
new negotiations

ASSOCIATED PRESS

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan —
Diplomats worked through
back channels on Tuesday
to arrange a new round of
talks between the United
States and Iran after Wash-
ington enacted its blockade
of Iranian ports, while Te-
hran threatened to retaliate
by striking targets across
the war-weary region.

President Trump said a
second round of talks could
happen “over the next two
days,” telling the New York
Post the negotiations could
be held again in Islamabad,
the capital of Pakistan.

United Nations Secretary-
General Anténio Guterres
concurred, saying it’s
“highly probable” that talks
will restart. He cited a
meeting he had with Paki-
stan’s deputy prime minis-
ter, Ishaq Dar.

Last weekend in Paki-

stan, an initial round of
talks aimed at permanently
ending the U.S.-Iran conflict
failed to produce an agree-
ment. The White House said
Iran’s nuclear ambitions
were a central sticking
point.

A US. official said Tues-
day that fresh talks with
Iran were still under discus-
sion and that nothing has
been scheduled. The official
spoke on condition of ano-
nymity because they were
not authorized to discuss
sensitive negotiations.

Muhammad Aurangzeb,
Pakistan’s finance minister,
told the Associated Press
that “our leadership is not
giving up” on efforts to help
the United States and Iran
end the conflict.

“We’ll keep at it,” Mr.
Aurangzeb said Tuesday.

See IRAN, Page A5
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Trash talks

Council President Vanice
Williams says the city will sit
down with Republic Services
and talk about the future.
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UM beats UT

The Wolverines slide past
the Rockets in a baseball
game at Fifth Third Field.
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March Madness

Wholesale prices surged,
prodded by energy prices.
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Web of emotions
Spidey says the new Spider-
Man flick is the most grown
up and emotional one yet.
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Lebanon, Israel hold talks in D.C.

1st direct
diplomacy
in decades

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Leba-
non and Israel opened
their first direct diplomatic
talks in decades on Tues-
day in Washington follow-
ing more than a month of
war between Israel and
the Hezbollah militant
group, with Secretary of
State Marco Rubio calling
it a “historic opportunity”
but making clear no break-
through agreement was
immediately expected.

In a statement after the
two-hour session ended,

the State Department
praised the two sides for
what it called “productive
discussions on steps to-
ward launching direct ne-
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gotiations between Israel
and Lebanon.” Hezbollah
opposed the direct talks
and was not represented,
appearing to step up its

A veiled
woman
walks
through a
mass grave
where civil-
ians and
Hezbollah
fighters
killed by Is-
raeli air-
strikes are
temporarily
buried in the
port city of
Sidon, Leba-
non, on
Tuesday.

fire on northern Israel as
the discussions began.
“The United States

See LEBANON. Page A5



