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Voter turnout was
No. 3 in all of state

Roger LaPointe
Fremont News-Messenger
USA TODAY NETWORK

FREMONT - Sandusky County had
the third-highest turnout in the state for
the 2026 primary. Party officials had
theories on why that happened.

The county had 11,535 ballots cast
from a pool of 38,644 registered voters.
That made for 29.85% voter turnout.
Only Richland County, at 30.15%, and
Putnam County, at 34.25%, did better.

Sandusky County Democratic Party

Chair Chris Liebold was thrilled with
higher turnout, but it wasn’t without
some exasperation.

“For the Democrats, we increased the
number of people running for central
committee and precinct captain. Our
volunteers and precinct captains were
enthusiastic about their job, and it
helped increase the turnout here,” he
said. “We also had really active Con-
gressional primary candidates.”

Democrats had 3,438 ballots cast,
with 2,519 of them cast on election day.

“I think that enthusiasm, combined

with negativity surrounding Repub-
licans and Donald Trump’s war in
Iran, gas being over $5 per gallon, led
more people to pull Democratic bal-
lots,” Liebold said.

He pointed out that, in absolute
numbers, Toledo and the other big
cities will always have higher turn-
out, simply because of the popula-
tion. Non-presidential election years
always have lower turnout.

On a precinct-by-precinct basis,

See VOTER TURNOUT, Page 2A
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Gun storage bill honoring girl faces uphill battle

Jessie Balmert
State Bureau
USA TODAY NETWORK

Amya Frazier, 11, went to her rela-
tive’s house to play video games. She
ended up dead, shot by her 14-year-
old cousin with an unsecured gun in
Columbus.

“All T remember was screaming and

dropping to my knees, begging God to
let her live and be OK,” said Amya’s
mother, Hope.

But Amya would not survive the
gunshot wound to her head. “My
whole world crumbled,” Hope said.

Now, Hope, Amya’s grandmother,
Amy Zahrani, and Amya’s loved ones
are advocating for stronger penalties
for adults who don’t lock up their

guns, resulting in disastrous ends.
Amya will never become the doctor
or professional soccer player she
dreamed of being - but other chil-
dren could, her mother said.

For years, Democrats have tried
to enact safe storage laws in Ohio,
but those efforts have gone nowhere

See GUN STORAGE, Page 2A
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Yost early
exit could
shake up
election

Haley BeMiller
State Bureau
USA TODAY NETWORK

Attorney General Dave Yost wanted
to be governor of Ohio.

Yost announced a bid to replace Gov.
Mike DeWine in January 2025. Touting
years of experience in public office, he
pledged to tackle children’s literacy and
stagnant population growth. He knows
Ohio at “a deep, granular level,” he said.

Four months later, Yost dropped out.
Republicans had coalesced around bil-
lionaire entrepreneur Vi-
vek Ramaswamy. The at-
torney general, a long-
time politician, saw the
writing on the wall.

Now, lingering ques-
tions about Yost’s future
have been answered. He
announced on May 7 that
he will depart seven months early in
June to join Alliance Defending Free-
dom, a well-connected Christian legal
advocacy group that advocates against
abortion access and supports private
school vouchers.

All eyes have turned to Gov. Mike De-
Wine, who must pick Yost’s replace-
ment months before voters choose a
new attorney general. The governor
could opt for alow-stakes placeholder to
serve the rest of this year - or he could
set off a domino effect that shakes up
the November election.

See YOST, Page 2A
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