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A man accused of murdering his
parents in Crestline will have a men-
tal-health evaluation before his case
goes any further.

Maxwell Lindsey Anatra, 24, might
not even have to leave jail for his com-
petency test, according to Crawford
County Prosecutor Matt Crall.

“There’s not a hospital that they go
to,” Crall said. “My understanding is,
the two people that do it, neither one
of them are in the state of Ohio.”

Anatra was in court Jan. 14, the
chains around his ankles clanking
with every step over the tile fl�oor, to re-
quest the psychiatric evaluation.

It was his fi�rst trip out of the Craw-
ford County Justice Center since his
Dec. 3 arraignment, when he was
chargedwith two counts of aggravated
murder, two counts of murder, four
counts of aggravated burglary, two
counts of theft of a fi�rearm and one
count of tampering with evidence.

If convicted of all 11 felony charges,
he could receive two life sentences in

See EVALUATION, Page 2A
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Three Marion City Council members
have fi�led affi�davits to have City Auditor
Miranda Meginness removed from of-
fi�ce. The affi�davits were received by the
auditor of state Jan. 15.

ShawnBarr, FirstWard, Ralph Smith,

Third Ward, and Twila Laing, Fourth
Ward, signed affi�davits certifying their
complaints against Meginness.

Meginness and Barr did not immedi-
ately respond to request for comment.

LawDirectorMark Russell confi�rmed
Jan. 15 that Barr, Smith and Laing were
not the only city council members that
told him they were working on affi�da-
vits.

What did the complaints say?

Each complaint listsmultiple issues
with Meginness.

Smith and Laing listed more than a
dozen problems each. The three com-
plaints contain Marion City Council
meeting minutes dating back to 2024

See REMOVE, Page 2A

City Auditor Miranda Meginness did not respond to request for comment as three city council members submit
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Marion Area Transit had to “get cre-
ative” to work around the city auditor’s
offi�ce to apply for a reimbursement from

the state.Without the funding, city offi�-
cials say transit wouldn’t be able to
function.

The issue arose after Mike Bodine,
public service director, told Marion City
Council Jan. 12 that he attempted four
times to speakwith the auditor to get fi�-

nancial documentation related to tran-
sit.

He did not get a response.
City Auditor Miranda Meginness did

not respond to a request for comment.
The documentation was needed to

get a reimbursement from the Ohio De-

partment of Transportation, which the
city relies on to fund transit in Marion.

“I’m just letting council know this
ahead of time because this is how tran-
sit runs,”Bodine toldMarion City Coun-
cil Jan. 12. “If you don’t realize it, transit
doesn’t make a lot of money and, thank
God, we have the help of ODOT, and

Marion Area Transit unaff�ected

See TRANSIT, Page 5A

After fears of losing funding, partial solution in works
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Higher Rates vs. Higher Equity: Who Wins?
The answer isn’t obvious

Ready to take the next step?
Contact addressUSA so we can get started working for you!

740-421-4206

Winter Is The Best Time To Waterproof Your Basement.
Acting Now Can Save You Thousands In Repairs Later!
Did You Know?

- 98% Of Basements Experience Water Damage At
Some Point

- A Single Large Snow Pile Can Melt Into 2,600 Gallons
Of Water

- Every Inch Of Rain Sends 1,000 Gallons Off Your Roof
And Into The Soil Around Your Foundation

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE
WATERPROOFING ASSESSMENT.Don’t Wait

Until It’s Too Late
Protect Your Basement Before The Thaw.

- LIMITED TIME OFFER -

$500 OFF
BASEMENT WATERPROOFING OR

FOUNDATION REPAIR*

*TERMS APPLY. EXPIRES 1/31/2026.
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Note to readers
Due to the upcoming Martin Luther
King Jr. Day holiday, there will be no
mail delivery on Monday, Jan. 19.
Instead of receiving your Jan. 19
paper on Monday, you’ll receive it in
the mail on Tuesday, Jan. 20.


