
A
merican households have become de-

pendent onAmazon. h Thenumbers say

it all: In 2024, 83%ofU.S. households re-

ceived deliveries from Amazon, repre-

senting over 1million packages delivered each day

and 9 billion individual items delivered same-day or

next-day every year. In remarkably short order, the

company has transformed froman online bookseller

into a juggernaut that has reshaped retailing. But its

impact isn’t limited to how we shop.

Delivery drivers face
diff�erent conditions

UPS drivers, who have been members of the Teamsters union for decades, are employees with legal protections and a
collective-bargaining contract. JUSTIN SULLIVAN/GETTY IMAGES FILE

Diverging business models off�er insights into the future of work
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Using nonemployee drivers contributed to the exponential
growth of Amazon as a package delivery company. In 2023,
Amazon for the fi�rst time delivered more packages than
UPS. SEAN GALLUP/GETTY IMAGES FILESee DRIVERS, Page 3A
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Study: Barrier
to online fraud
easily bypassed
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WASHINGTON – At a packed con-
ference room in the nation’s capital,
dozens of people gasped as they
watched a videomonitor playing a ter-
rifying, yet common scene: Cars
speeding past kids as they ap-
proached their school bus.

“Horrible,” one person said as the
screen showed clips of children who
were struck by vehicles but avoided
serious injuries. Some turned their
eyes from the screen. Others seemed
to hold back tears.

The clips were played during the
fi�rst National School Bus Safety Sum-
mit on Dec. 10, which brought together
hundreds of federal, state and local
leaders, as well as safety and trans-
portation experts, to discuss reckless
drivers endangering children across
the country.

Each day, according to offi�cials,
thousands of drivers illegally pass
school buses despite their fl�ashing
lights and deployed stop arms. And
with more than 500,000 school buses
on the road, millions of violations oc-
cur each year. Some illegal maneuvers
have ended in tragedy.

In 2018, a driver in Rochester, Indi-
ana, passed a stopped school bus and
fatally struck a 9-year-old girl and her
6-year-old twin brothers. The incident
led to reforms and calls for harsher
penalties for violators.

Recent attention has been centered
around autonomous vehicles, espe-
cially after driverless Waymo taxis in
Austin, Texas, were caughtmaneuver-
ing around stopped school buses at
least 20 times, prompting a federal in-
vestigation and calls to halt the taxi
service.

Over the one-day summit, policy
leaders and safety experts discussed
some of the enforcement tactics gain-
ing traction, andways to improve edu-
cation around school bus safety.

The most popular enforcement
tool: security cameras and artifi�cial in-
telligence. An increasing number of

See BUSES, Page 2A

Summit
explores
school
bus safety
Stop-arm cameras could
help deter illegal passing
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OFFERS EXPIRE 12/31/25

WINDOWS

SUNROOMS
&ENTRYDOORS

*30% national window discount
requires minimum purchase of 3
Comfort 365 Windows®. 25% national
sunroom and door discount requires
minimum purchase of 120 sq. ft.
complete sunroom or 1 entry door
with decorative glass. Earn up to an
additional 10% off with participation
in the YES! Program (up to $2,000),
making your window discount a total
of up to 40% off, and your sunroom
and door discount up to 35% off.
Valid only on the date of your initial
free in-home estimate appointment.
Discount available once per residence
per term. All prices include installation.
All discounts apply to the MSRP cost. No
adjustments can be made on prior sales.
Offer subject to change. †The Champion
Limited Lifetime Warranty applies to
Comfort 365 Windows® and qualifying
Champion products as long as the
original purchaser owns the home. See
website or a Champion representative
for details. Offer expires 12/31/25.
Lic# CGC1537616 & CCC1336245.
©Champion Opco LLC, 2025

WEDESIGN, BUILD, INSTALL,
ANDGUARANTEE IT.™

BOOK YOUR FREE ESTIMATE BEFORE
THE YEARWRAPSUP!

40%
OFF*

35%
OFF*

740-248-5317


