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LANCASTER − Those against Presi-
dent Trump and his policies once
again took to the streets on March 28
in protest at the third No Kings event.
Protesters gathered downtown at

Main and Broad streets from10 a.m. to
noon before concluding the event by
marching downMain Street to Colum-
busStreet andaround theblock in cold
temperatures.
The crowd appeared to be mixed in

age and there were no incidents ob-
served. It also appeared that there
were no counter-protesters.
Manyof those opposingTrumpcar-

ried signs and for most of the two
hours, motorists driving by honked
their horns in support of the protes-
ters. Likeother localNoKingsprotests,
this one was loud and raucous.
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Protesters of President Donald
Trump participated in a No Kings
event on March 28, in Lancaster.
JEFF BARRON/EAGLE-GAZETTE

See PROTEST, Page 4A

RepublicanVivekRamaswamy,who is
running to replace Gov. Mike DeWine,
says he wants to roll back property taxes
to where they were before the end of the
COVID-19pandemicbutprovided fewde-
tails about how he would achieve that.
If elected, Ramaswamy aims to cut

property taxes in his first two-year bud-
get to “where they were before the end of
the COVID pandemic” without eliminat-
ing them altogether. Ramaswamy rolled
out the initial planMarch 27, alongwith a
new ad about tax relief.
Ramaswamy’s campaign didn’t spec-

ify the exact levels he’d aim for. The CO-

VID-19pandemicofficially ended in2023,
though DeWine rescinded the state’s
emergency declaration in mid-2021.
Ohiohomeownersare feeling thepres-

sureas local property taxeshaveskyrock-
eted from$18.3billioncollected in2020to
nearly $24 billion in 2024.
According to Ramaswamy’s tax relief

proposal, his plan would allow local gov-
ernments to continue to operate “but
with greater discipline.” When asked for
details, Ramaswamy’s campaign pointed
to the number of local governments col-
lecting taxes in Ohio.
“Taxpayers can’t afford the path we’re

on, andmostOhioansbelieveour govern-
ment can do better as a steward of their
hard-earned tax dollars,” spokesperson
Evan Machan said. “For example, the

state of Ohio has 88 counties but over
2,000 taxing jurisdictions, andnoonebe-
lieves that is in the best interests ofOhio-
ans.”
Ramaswamy also blamed the “disas-

trouspublic school closures”forpooraca-
demic outcomes, even as Ohioans pay
more in property taxes. DeWine gave the
order to close schools in March 2020 to
prevent the spread of COVID-19. At that
time, Democratic gubernatorial candi-
date Dr. Amy Acton served as DeWine’s
state health director and COVID-19 czar.
“Ohio homeowners are paying more

than ever in property taxes, and our kids
aren’t benefiting from it either. That’s un-
acceptable,” according to the Ramaswa-
my campaign’s policy explainer. “Vivek is
determined tofix itwithacommon-sense

plan that delivers real property tax relief
while restoring excellence in education.”

Ramaswamy doesn’t want to
eliminate all property taxes

Ramaswamy initially pledged to elim-
inate all income and property taxes dur-
ing his campaign launch in February
2025. In the months since, he’s instead
promised to slash property taxes and
eliminate the state’s income tax, which
brings in about$10billion in state taxdol-
lars each year.
Last year, Ohioans’ frustrations over

risingproperty taxesprompted state law-
makers to make several sweeping
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‘Birth tourism’ enters
immigration debate
INSIDE, 5A

C
orrections officer Barbara

Devine grew nervous at the

sight of the K-9 unit as she

walked through security at

Chillicothe Correctional Institution.

h The dog was sniffing everyone enter-
ing the prison that morning in late

2022. But Devine had a good reason to

be worried: In her vagina was a con-

dom-wrapped package with three

ounces of meth and eight cell phone

SIM cards. h Corrections staff have re-
corded more than 56,000 drug confis-

cations in Ohio prisons since 2020, ac-

cording to state data. h The Marshall
Project - Cleveland, Columbus Dis-

patch, Cincinnati Enquirer, Akron Bea-

con Journal and Canton Repository ex-

amined nearly 100 prison smuggling

cases to understand how illegal drugs

are entering secure facilitiesunder con-

stant surveillance.
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Barbara Devine, a former corrections officer, is serving a three-year sentence for smuggling drugs into a Chillicothe state
prison in 2022. She said she told her story to shed light on how corrupt staff contribute to the epidemic of drugs in Ohio
prisons. ANDREW DOLPH/AKRON BEACON JOURNAL
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