
Property tax reforms, 
local tax rollbacks, 
dwindling enrollment 
imperil school budget.

By Bryn Dippold
Staff Writer

The Edgewood City School Dis-
trict has announced a plan to 
address a looming funding short-
fall and steady enrollment decline.

ECSD Superintendent Curtis 
Philpot said in a statement Thurs-
day recent changes to the state 
funding formula through prop-
erty tax reform legislation, com-
bined with local tax rollbacks, 
will “negatively impact Edge-
wood City Schools dramatically 
beginning next year.”

At the same time, enrollment 
continues to fall. The district 
has 500 fewer students than it 
did six years ago, and another 
500-student decrease is projected 
by 2030.

“Fewer students result in less 
state funding,” he said.

He attributed the decline to 
smaller family sizes and increased 
educational options, including 
homeschooling, open enroll-
ment, charter and private schools 
and expanding programs at But-
ler Tech.

While budget cuts may seem 
like an obvious solution, Phil-
pot said the district has already 
averaged more than $1 million 
in reductions each of the past 
three years.

“We’ve done the best we can 
to make cuts, just keep our heads 
above water, but with these recent 
changes, there’s no way we can 
keep our head above water,” Phil-
pot told Journal-News. “We’re in 

trouble.”
Any future cuts would no lon-

ger be “small, strategic adjust-
ments,” Philpot said, but sweep-
ing reductions that could include 
program eliminations, moving to 
state minimums for instruction 
and transportation, cutting staff, 
ending extracurricular activities 
and closing buildings.

Because of this, he said ECSD’s 
Board of Education has adopted 
a plan to “give the community 
the best version of Edgewood.”

The plan includes:

 ■  Launching a Jump Start Sum-
mer Program for grades K–8

 ■  Reinvesting in the district’s 
Virtual Academy

 ■  Expanding preschool offer-
ings

 ■  Returning Edgewood Early 
Childhood Center and Edgewood 
Primary School to neighborhood 
preschool–grade 2 buildings

“Our approach is not to con-
tinue to make cuts because ulti-
mately we’re going to have to rely 
on the community or a bail out 

from the government,” Philpot 
said. “Our feeling is, let’s try to 
give the community something 
that they like and see as worth 
saving. We just have to improve 
our product, and we have a short 
window to do it.”

Philpot said the district will 
also review participation fees to 
determine whether the current 
structure creates barriers for 
families. If reduced fees boost 
student involvement, he said, 
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Steel & O’Brien  
given 9-year tax 
credit from Ohio.

By Sue Kiesewetter
Contributing Writer

Steel & O’Brien Manufac-
turing plans to open a new 
plant in West Chester Twp.

A subsidiary of FCH Inc., 
Steel & O’Brien manufactures 
sanitary stainless-steel fittings 
and precision flow solutions 
for the data, food, beverage 
and pharmaceutical indus-
tries.

The move is expected to cre-
ate 230 jobs with an annual 
payroll of about $13.4 million. 
To assist in that effort, Steel & 
O’Brien has been awarded a 
nine-year, Ohio Job Creation 
Tax Credit tax credit of 1.636 
percent.

The project came together 
through the efforts of West 
Chester Twp. and its part-
ners REDI Cincinnati and Jobs-
Ohio, working with the Ohio 
Department of Development.

“This expansion reflects 
both confidence and momen-
tum,” said Scott Kerns, FCH 
Inc.’s chief executive officer. 

“We are investing where 
we see long-term opportu-
nity — in talent, in infrastruc-
ture, and in the industries 
that depend on precision and 
performance. Ohio has been 
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‘It really is an aerospace 
powerhouse,’ one 
analyst says of Ohio.

By Thomas Gnau
Staff Writer

Operation Epic Fury involves 
the “largest regional concentra-
tion of American military fire-
power in a generation,” accord-
ing to U.S. Central Command. 

Several missions at Wright-Pat-
terson Air Force Base are contrib-
uting to that effort. 

I n  f a c t ,  i t ’s  a r g u a b l e  t h a t 
Wright-Patterson has an outsized 
role in shaping modern Ameri-
can air power, at least on the Air 
Force side. 

“The evolution of America’s air 
power is the story of Wright-Pat-
terson,” said Michael Gessel, vice 
president of federal government 
programs at the Dayton Develop-
ment Coalition.

Wright-Patterson has been 
involved from the birth of mod-
ern military aviation in developing 
the technology and weapons that 
project global air power, he said. 

Clayton Swope is deputy direc-
tor of the Aerospace Security 
Project and a senior fellow in 
the Defense and Security Depart-
ment at the Center for Strategic 
and International Studies.

He’s also a Middletown native 
familiar with the Dayton area and 
Wright-Patterson. 

“I’d say (Wright-Patterson) 
makes sure the Air Force is a well-
oiled machine,” Swope said in an 
interview Monday. “It’s kind of 
soup-to-nuts, making sure things 
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Wright-Patterson AFB extends U.S. air power’s reach in Epic Fury

WPAFB continued on A6

A C-17 Globemaster 
III conducts flare 
testing operations 
at Eglin Air Force 
Base, Fla., on Feb. 
13. Eglin AFB units 
coordinated flare-
testing operations 
to evaluate and field 
improved defensive-
system capabilities 
for Air Mobility 
Command aircraft. 
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