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Kickin’ it into first:

it might only last until
Sunday, but the Browns
and their fans are
enjoying the time alone
atop the AFC North
after Andre Szymt’s

big kick Thursday. c1
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For the second straight season, the Guardians rallied in September to win the AL Central Division,

guaranteeing home playoff games for fans itching, yearning and dreaming of a World Series. John Kuntz, cleveland.com

There’s the easy way,
and there’s the Guardians’ way

Because clinching the
division before the last

weekend just isn’t any fun.

Paul Hoynes phoynes@cleveland.com

he Guardians, who host the

White Sox in Game 1 of the

American League Division

Series at 1 p.m. today at Pro-
gressive Field, do not believe in taking the
path of least resistance.

“No one wants it to be easy,” said
catcher Austin Hedges. “That’s what
makes it so much better. We suffered and
we grinded all year. And we’re not done.”

For the second straight year the Guard-
ians rallied to win the AL Central in the
final week of the season. This year they
clinched the division on the next-to-last
day of the season with an 11-5 win over
Kansas City.

In 2025, they waited until the 10th
inning of the season finale to do it. All it
took was a game-winning home run by
Brayan Rocchio off the right field foul
pole.

The Guardians’ rally this season wasn’t
as dramatic. In 2025, they set a Major
League Baseball record by overcoming
a 15 ¥%-game deficit in July — on Sept. 4
they still trailed the first-place Tigers by
11 games — to win the division. But this
year’s comeback still said much about the
team.

“We show up to win every day and
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Stephen Vogt has been managing the
Guardians for three seasons and has
popped corks in each of them.
Charlie Riedel, Associated Press

when September gets here all bets are
off,” said manager Stephen Vogt.

This is Vogt’s third year managing the
Guardians and he’s won the division each
year. As an organization, the Guardians
have won the division four of the last five
years and 14 years overall since 1995.

As for September, it’s the Guardians’
favorite month. They went 16-9 this Sep-
tember, starting the month in third place
before running down the first-place
White Sox. Over the last five years, they
are 84-50 in September.

Why is that?

“If I knew the answer to that we’d do
it a lot sooner,” said Chris Antonetti, the
Guardians’ president of baseball opera-
tions.

Antonetti did point to one factor that
may have something to do with the Sep-
tember success. Over the last several
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years, they have been one of the young-
est teams in baseball because of payroll
restraints by ownership.

Young players often struggle in their
first year in the big leagues. By Septem-
ber, however, they should be catching up
to the level of talent around them. That
can lead to more wins.

The Guardians started this season
with another young roster. They shunned
most free agents over the winter because
they wanted to give young players such
as Chase DeLauter, Travis Bazzana, Kyle
Manzardo, Angel Martinez, Parker Mes-
sick and others a clear path to establish
themselves.

It followed the organizational blue-
print, but many preseason prognosti-
cators weren’t impressed. At best, the
Guardians were picked to finish second
in the division, missing the postseason
completely.

The plan worked for some players, but
not for all of them.

DeLauter, Cleveland’s first-round draft
pick in 2022, opened the season by hitting
five home runsin his first seven games. He
ended the regular season as a strong con-
tender for the AL Rookie of the Year award.

The Guardians drafted Bazzana in
2024 with their first No. 1 overall pick in
franchise history. He made his big-league
debut on April 28, taking over the second
base job and being named to the Amer-
ican League All-Star team. His offen-
sive production wasn’t as consistent as
DeLauter’s, but he prepared for the post-
season by hitting .280 with six homers
and 15 RBI in September.

SEE MLB PLAYOFFS, A2
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2026 OHIO
GUBERNATORIAL RACE

Next governor
could reshape
election rules

Here’s what the candidates
are saying — and not saying
— about early voting, drop

boxes and election security.

Jeremy Pelzer jpelzer@cleveland.com

COLUMBUS — Ohio’s next governor will
have a say in how, when and under what
rules the state’s 8 million registered voters
cast their ballots over the next four years.

If elected, Amy Acton would largely
keep Ohio’s existing election rules in
place, though her campaign offered few
specifics about exactly where the Demo-
cratic nominee stands on issues like bal-
lot drop boxes.

Libertarian Don Kissick would look
to automatically register every eligible
Ohioan to vote when they turn 18, as well
asshorten times when early voters can cast
ballots in person or use ballot drop boxes.
SEE GOVERNOR, A4

CORNELL 7

Ohio, N.Y. differ
over voluntary
intoxication

Ohio law recognizes it as

a barrier to consent.

Lizzie Kaboski lkaboski@cleveland.com

A crucial question in the now-infa-
mous Cornell 7 case is one that Ohio
courts have definitively answered.

Can someone who chose to drink or
take drugs become so intoxicated that
they are legally incapable of consenting
to sex?

In New York, state law creates a par-
ticular difficulty when a person volun-
tarily becomes intoxicated. The Tomp-
kins County District Attorney’s Office
cited that issue when it declined to pur-
sue charges against the Cornell students
accused of a fraternity house gang rape
in2024.

SEE CORNELL 7, A2
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®Registered trademark of Bath Fitter Franchising Inc. 'Offer ends 10/15/26. $1,500 off qualifying projects; discount applied to contract price before tax. All offers apply to a complete Bath Fitter system only and must be presented and used at
time of estimate. Minimum purchase required. *Terms of promotional financing are 18 months of no interest from the date of installation and minimum deposit. Interest accrues from date of purchase but is waived if paid in full within 18 months.
Monthly payments are required during the 18 months, and making only the required monthly payments will not pay off the amount financed. See representative for details. Qualified buyers only. fLifetime Warranty on Bath Fitter®-manufactured

acrylic products; see terms and limitations at Bathfitter.com/warranty. #Tub-to-shower conversions and fiberglass replacements typically require a two-day installation. May not be combined with other offers or applied to previous quotes

or purchases. Valid only at select Bath Fitter locations. Fixtures and features may be different than pictured. Accessories pictured are not included. Some plumbing work done by P.U.L.S.E. Plumbing. DC HIC #420213000044, DE MPL #PL-

0002303, IA CL #52609-CL, IA CR #C132306, IL CL #055-043646, IL MPL #058-198946, MD Licensed Plumber #17499, MD Licensed Plumber #82842, MHIC # 129436, MHIC #129995, MI CL #8111651, MI MPL #8111651, NE CR #52729, NJ
HIC #13VH03073000, NJ Plumbing Lic. # 36BI01065500, OH LIC #37445, PA HIC #PA017017, SD MPL #CLS-MD-R0823-19-2078C, VA Class A HIC #2705146537, VA Class A HIC #2705155694, VA Tradesman Master Plumber #2710064024, IA

MPL #25077, WV HIC #WV038808, WV HIC #WV053085, WV MPL #PL07514. Each franchise is independently owned and operated by Bath Saver, Inc, lowa Bath Solutions, LLC, Ohio Bath Solutions, LLC, or Mid Atlantic Bath Solutions, LLC.
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