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WHEN IT COMES TO THE CAVS AND THE 
PLAYOFFS, COLUMNIST TERRY PLUTO 
GETS NERVOUS, ESPECIALLY WHEN IT’S 
A NO. 4-VS.-NO. 5 SEED MATCHUP.  SEE 
HOW TERRY THINKS THIS CAVS VS. 
RAPTORS SERIES WILL SHAPE UP.   C1

IT’S 
PLAYOFF
TIME!

The $15 million waterfront trail through Euclid Beach Park the county will start construction  
on soon will not be just for those passing through.   cleveland.com

Vast changes are coming to 

Euclid Beach. Can it become the 

catalyst on the East Side that 

Edgewater is on the West Side?

Rich Exner   rexner@cleveland.com

After years of planning, land deals and 
initial community input, the long-dis-
cussed vision to transform the lakefront 
around Euclid Beach and Wildwood parks is 
beginning to unfold — marked by real prog-
ress taking shape this year.

The way many in the community look at 
it, this can be a catalyst for the entire Col-
linwood area the way the West Side has blos-
somed around Edgewater Park — not just 
with the parkland but with key linkages into 
the neighborhoods.

“It’s scary how similar it is to where we 
were 25 years ago” near Edgewater Park, 
said Matt Zone, a former West Side council-
man who more recently helped spearhead 
the expansion of Euclid Beach Park through 
his work with the Western Reserve Land 
Conservancy.

Big things don’t happen overnight, Zone 
noted, but a lot is in the works this year.

Fencing around a former mobile home 
park the conservancy acquired and then 
handed off to the Cleveland Metroparks is 

expected to come down by fall. This will 
instantly add 28 acres of public space to the 
park, which is technically a collection of 
three adjacent parks — Euclid Beach, Villa 
Angela and Wildwood.

Cuyahoga County plans a ceremonial 
groundbreaking May 4 to launch 18 months 
of work on a 0.6-mile lakefront trail from the 

western edge of Euclid Beach Park to Lake 
Shore Boulevard near East 151st Street — 
the fruition of agreements with multiple 
lakefront homeowner’s associations and 
others. 

The trail will be part of about a mile of 
continuous lakefront public access.

The Metroparks expects to have enough 
work done by this fall to start offering 
educational programming in the former 
Hornblowers restaurant barge. It has been 
anchored in the Wildwood Park Marina 
since shortly after it was acquired three 
years ago. This is an incremental step 
toward additional barge renovations and 
more use in the future.

And the Metroparks late this year will 
begin the next phase of extending its trail 
network through the Euclid Creek Reser-
vation that now runs from South Euclid 
to just north of Euclid Avenue in Cleve-
land. The next section to St. Clair Avenue 
is due to be finished by late 2027. Plans are 
mapped out to eventually connect the trail 
to the lakefront parks.

“Things are moving,” said Michael 
Polensek, the area’s councilman since 
1978.

He points to the 2013 transfer of the 
lakefront parks from the state to the Met-
roparks as a pivotal moment. Day-to-day 
maintenance improved almost immedi-
ately, and the park system opened a 315-
foot pier in 2019.

EUCLID BEACH PARK

Gone are the trailers, 
coming are the trails

The fence along this trail, on the eastern 
edge of Euclid Beach Park, will come down 
this year, adding 28 acres to the park from 
what formerly was a mobile home park.   
Rich Exner, cleveland.com

Candidate doesn’t say how 

she would pay for the changes, 

including paying off Ohioans’ 

private medical debt.

Jeremy Pelzer   jpelzer@cleveland.com

COLUM BUS — Gubernatorial candidate 
Dr. Amy Acton has unveiled a list of pol-
icy proposals ideas aimed at making life 
more affordable for the average Ohioan, 
but she won’t say exactly what they’ll 
cost, or how she would pay for them.

In a statement, spokeswoman Addie 
Bullock said that “Acton will close tax 
loopholes for the ultra-wealthy,” but didn’t 
provide more details beyond that.

Proposals in the Columbus-area Demo-
crat’s “Affordability Plan” range from pay-
ing off Ohioans’ private medical debt to 
offering tax credits for children and low-
er-income residents. Many items are likely 
to cost little or no money.

An analysis of Acton’s platform by 
cleveland.com/The Plain Dealer found 
that her tax-credit proposals could mean 
$1 billion in lost revenue to the state.

Council members say 

complaints are flooding in.

Sean McDonnell    
smcdonnell@cleveland.com

Cleveland City Council is trying to 
unwind parts of Mayor Justin Bibb’s street 
parking cost increases, advancing legis-
lation that would make parking cheaper 
outside of downtown, restore free parking 
on weekends and evenings in neighbor-
hoods, and prevent the mayor from mak-
ing changes without council approval. 

The push comes after weeks of debate 
and what council members describe as a 
flood of complaints since parking prices 
began rising in January. 

Council gave Bibb authority to increase 
parking prices and expand enforcement in 
September 2023, but members appear to 
now have buyer’s remorse after the mayor 
began turning those theoretical price 
hikes into reality this year. 

CLEVELAND STREET 
PARKING

City Council 
wants to rein 
in changes

2026 OHIO 
GUBERNATORIAL RACE

Acton has plan  
to make life 
more affordable
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1-833-235-6030

†

$1,500 OFF1

0% INTEREST FOR 18 MONTHS*

1-833-235-6030  |  bath-fitter.com/local
‡ Tub-to-shower conversions and fiberglass replacements typically require a two-day installation. Lifetime warranty valid for as long as you own your home. *Offer ends 5/31/26. All offers apply to a complete Bath Fitter system only and must be 

presented and used at time of estimate. Minimum purchase required. Terms of promotional financing are 18 months of no interest from the date of installation and minimum deposit. Interest accrues from date of purchase but is waived if paid 
in full within 18 months.  Monthly payments are required during the 18 months, and making only the required monthly payments will not pay off the amount financed.  See representative for details. Qualified buyers only. May not be combined 
with other offers or applied to previous purchases. 1$1,500 off qualifying projects; discount applied to contract price before tax. Valid only at select Bath Fitter locations. Offers and warranty subject to limitations. Fixtures and features may be 
different than pictured. Accessories pictured are not included. Some Plumbing work done by P.U.L.S.E. Plumbing. MD Licensed Plumber #17499, NJ Plumbing Lic. # 36BI01065500, DE MPL #PL-0002303, MD Licensed Plumber #82842, IL 

MPL #058-120395, VA MPL #2710064024, IA MPL #25077, OH Plumbing Contractor’s License #37445, SD MPL #CLS-MD-R0823-19-2078C, WV MPL #PL07514, MI MPL #8111651, MI CL #8111651, PA HIC #PA017017, NJ HIC #13VH03073000, 
WV HIC #WV053085, MHIC # 129436, VA HIC #2705155694, IA CR #C132306, IA CL #52609-CL, IL CL #055-043646, NE CR #52729-24, WV HIC #WV038808, MHIC # 129995, VA HIC #2705146537, DC HIC #420213000044. Each 

Franchise Independently Owned and Operated by Bath Saver, Inc, Iowa Bath Solutions, LLC, Ohio Bath Solutions, LLC, Mid Atlantic Bath Solutions, LLC.
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