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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BLACK JOURNALISTS

NABJ celebrates 50 years
at Cleveland convention

TWINS
GET ONE

MINNESOTA SALVAGES THE SERIES
FINALE AGAINST THE GUARDIANS,
HANGING ON TO WIN 5-4 AFTER A
FOUR-RUN FIRST INNING. C1
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President Donald Trump, then the Republican nominee, speaks at the annual convention of the National Association of Black
Journalists in Chicago in 2024, with Rachel Scott, Nadia Goba and Harris Faulkner. This year’s convention in Cleveland begins
Wednesday. Charles Rex Arbogast, Associated Press

About 3,000 media
professionals are gathering
in Northeast Ohio this week
Jor the first time, with 18
Jounders attending the

milestone anniversary event.

Susan Glaser sglaser@cleveland.com

Fifty years ago this December, a group of
44 pioneering members of the media metin
Washington, D.C., to support and advocate
for their fellow Black journalists.

Five decades later, a group nearly 100
times that large will meet in Cleveland, a

celebration of past achievements with an
eye toward ongoing challenges.

The group, the National Association
of Black Journalists, will hold its annual
convention in Cleveland this week, the
first time the organization has gathered in
Northeast Ohio.

“Journalism is under attack and we
really feel the brunt of it,” said Rhonda
Crowder, president of the Greater Cleveland
Association of Black Journalists. “A lot of
progress has been made. But a lot of what
the organization has been advocating for is
still the same.”

Among the organization’s goals: to
support and advocate for Black journalists,
encourage fair coverage of the Black
community and increase diversity in
newsrooms across the country.

Crowder noted that Black journalists
make up only about 10% of contemporary

newsrooms. “And it’s an even smaller
percentage of decisionmakers,” she said.
Though there is work to do, Crowder
said much of the event this week will
be celebratory. Eighteen of the original
44 founders are expected to come to
Cleveland, along with a total of about 3,000
journalists, public relations professionals
and others in the communications field.
Among the nationally known
journalists who are expected to attend:
Craig Melvin, co-anchor of the “Today”
show; Yamiche Alcindor, White House
correspondent for NBC; Bill Whitaker,
correspondent for “60 Minutes”; and ESPN
commentator Stephen A. Smith.
Non-journalist celebrities including
NBA star LeBron James, singer Tamar
Braxton and actor Jordan L. Jones are also
scheduled to attend.
SEE NABJ 50 YEARS, A2

COMMENTARY

MAGA fury over violence appears when it fits narrative

Ohio’s MAGA politicians and
right-wing media exploited

a Cincinnati street fight for
racial and political gain,
turning an isolated incident
into campaign fodder while
ignoring broader causes of
violence and the city’s real

efforts to ensure public safety.

Nation & World, A4  Forum, A7
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A brutal street fight in

downtown Cincinnati made
national headlines last week, but not because
violence of this kind is rare in America.

The story exploded because the video
appeared to show Black people attacking
white victims. That’s the only explanation
for why Ohio’s MAGA politicians suddenly
found their voices, thundering about
crime and chaos as though this single
incident revealed some deeper truth about
American society.

Street brawls happen every day in cities
across this country. Videos often circulate

Deaths, A8 Weather, A9

— in fact, a quick search on YouTube
pulls up an endless menu of options,
like one titled “Intense Street Fight
Compilation: Unforgettable Knockouts
and Raw Brawls,” with a million views.
But unless the images fit neatly into a
narrative about race, interest in these
violent altercations is generally limited
to YouTubers, seeking the footage to
satisfy their morbid curiosity. Nobody at
Fox News spends primetime lamenting
“lawless thugs” when viral clips show
white kids stomping each other outside a
bar. Nobody demands FBI investigations
into brawls that don’t come with such
racially loaded optics.

SEE COMMENTARY, A2
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JUVENILE JUSTICE
CUYAHOGA COUNTY

County receives
a potential
game-changer

Ohio Department of Youth
Services awards Cuyahoga
County $30 million to build a

Community Correctional Facility.

Kaitlin Durbin kdurbin@cleveland.com

Cuyahoga County has secured $30
million in state funding to build its first
Community Correctional Facility, a major
step toward keeping young offenders
closer to home, where they can receive
treatment near their families and, ideally,
achieve better outcomes.

The Ohio Department of Youth Services
announced the award Friday, saying
Cuyahoga County beat out Hamilton and
Franklin counties to create the 32-bed
secure residential treatment center
serving both male and female youth.
ODYS Director Amy Ast praised the
county’s unified commitment and plans
for a trauma-informed approach to heal
and rehabilitate youth and help them
transition back home.

“Their vision of community stood out
through and through,” Ast said in a news
release Friday. “From involving stakehold-
ers, community partners and judicial sup-
port, their focus on community is what put
their proposal over the finish line.”

The new facility, also known as a
CCF, aims to address a critical gap in the
juvenile justice system. Currently, when
judges seek to order youth convicted of
serious crimes to a CCF, they must send
them to one of 11 existing facilities across
Ohio —all located more than an hour from
Cuyahoga County.

For months, Juvenile Court officials have
argued that the distance made meaningful
family involvement — a Kkey factor in
successful reentry — nearly impossible. By
building a local facility that doesn’t exclude
youth based on offense history or past
behavior, the court believes it can reduce
crime and limit the need for transferring
young people to the adult system, a
controversial process known as bindover.
SEE JUVENILE JUSTICE, A2

AMERICAN POLITICS
Party disfavor

According to a new poll, U.S. adults
overall hold a dim view of both political
parties but results reveal considerable
pessimism in the way Democrats
perceive their own party. A4

GO&DO
Double the delicious

Swensons Drive-In is teaming
up with another beloved Greater
Cleveland restaurant for limited-
edition menu items. A9
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*Tub-to-shower conversions and fiberglass replacements typically require a two-day installation. *Lifetime warranty valid for as long as you own your home. *Offer ends 10/31/25. All offers apply to
a complete Bath Fitter system only and must be presented and used at time of estimate. Minimum purchase required. Terms of promotional financing are 18 months of no interest from the date of
installation and minimum deposit. Interest accrues from date of purchase but is waived if paid in full within 18 months. Monthly payments are required during the 18 months, and making only the

required monthly payments will not pay off the amount financed. See representative for details. Qualified buyers only. May not be combined with other offers or applied to previous purchases. Valid
only at select Bath Fitter locations. Offers and warranty subject to limitations. Fixtures and features may be different than pictured. Accessories pictured are not included. Some Plumbing work done
by P.U.L.S.E. Plumbing. MD Licensed Plumber #17499, NJ Plumbing Lic. # 36BI01065500, DE MPL #PL-0002303, MD Licensed Plumber #82842, IL MPL #058-120395, VA MPL #2710064024, |IA MPL
#25077, OH Plumbing Contractor’s License #37445, SD MPL #CLS-MD-R0823-19-2078C, WV MPL #PL07514, MI MPL #8111651, MI CL #8111651, PA HIC #PA017017, NJ HIC #13VH03073000, WV HIC
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HIC #420213000044. Each Franchise Independently Owned and Operated by Bath Saver, Inc, lowa Bath Solutions, LLC, Ohio Bath Solutions, LLC, Mid Atlantic Bath Solutions, LLC.
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