
Daren Griffin, the new president and CEO of Columbus Regional Airport Authority, says of a possible nonstop flight to
Europe from Columbus: “It’s not a question of if. It’s just a question of when.” COURTNEY HERGESHEIMER/COLUMBUS DISPATCH

‘IT’S GOING
REALLY WELL’

New Columbus airport
CEO talks new terminal,
Europe flights and more

D
aren Griffin is taking over as president and CEO of the Columbus Regional Air-

port Authority at a pivotalmoment for air travel in central Ohio. h Construction

crews are building John Glenn Columbus International Airport’s new $2 billion

terminal project. The existing terminal, which the airport authority will tear

down once the new terminal is complete in late 2028 or early 2029, has to keep running in

themeantime. h SinceGriffin started his job on Feb. 2, oil prices around theworld have shot

up due to the United States’ and Israel’s war against Iran, raising the price of jet fuel. Air-

ports around the country have been snarled in a TSA line crisis due to the ongoing partial

government shutdown.

Oil price increases drive up airfares and cut in on
airlines’margins, Griffin said. Airlines may eventu-
ally cut flights around the country if costs get too
high.

Before coming toColumbus,Griffin led theReno-
Tahoe Airport Authority, where he oversaw a $1bil-
lion capital improvement plan at the Reno-Tahoe
Airport. Before that, he spent 16 years at the Port of
Portland,Oregon,whichoperatesPortland Interna-
tional Airport and two regional airports, Hillsboro
and Troutdale.

Griffin took over the Columbus airport authority
from Joseph Nardone, who led the organization for
eight years before retiring in January. Hewas ama-

jor force behind the airport’s $2 billion new termi-
nal project. Griffin has a salary of $475,000.

The Columbus Regional Airport Authority over-
sees the operation of John Glenn Columbus Inter-
national Airport, Rickenbacker International Air-
port and the small Bolton Field airport in south-
western Franklin County.

So far, Griffin said his transition has been going
well.

“[It’s] a lot about learning all the newpeople that
are in the organization and the community leaders
and learning about central Ohio, the economy, the
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Columbus police say officers shot
and killed aman accused of pointing a
gun at someone at a fraternal organi-
zation on Columbus’ Northeast Side.

At 10:01p.m.March 31, officers were
dispatched to the 1900 block of
Schrock Road near Interstate 270 on
Columbus’ Northeast Side, Columbus
police said in a news release.

A caller told police someone had a
gun, was irate, and was pointing a gun
at another person, according to the re-
lease. Dispatch news partner NBC4/
WCMH reported the man made his
way into a private club for the Loyal
Order of the Moose on Schrock Road
and was acting out.

Man with
gun shot,
killed by
police
No one else injured in
incident at Moose Lodge
Bailey Gallion
Columbus Dispatch
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State prosecutors plan to retry two
former FirstEnergy executives onbrib-
ery and other charges after jurors in
theweeks-long trial announcedMarch
31 they couldn’t reach a verdict on any
of the charges.

The jury deliberated for nine days,
telling Judge Susan Baker Ross they
had reached an impasseMarch 30 and
receiving instructions to continue to
try to reach a unanimous decision.

Defendants Charles “Chuck” Jones,
former FirstEnergy CEO, and Michael
Dowling, ex-FirstEnergy senior vice

Hung jury
declared in
FirstEnergy
bribery trial
Patrick Williams
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